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From the Archives

Ògún: Bí a ṣe Fi Hàn Nínú Lítíréṣọ̀1

Ọlátúndé Ọlátúnjí 
Department of Linguistics and African Languages 
University of Ibadan
Nigeria

Ìtàn àbàláyé àwa Yorùbá sọ fún wa pé ògún ló ṣaájú gbogbo àwọn òrìsà 
yòókù nígbà tí wóṇ ń ti ìkòḷé òṛun bò ̣wáyé. Òun ló ní àdá ti ó fi gán òṇà ti 
gbogbo wóṇ gbà. Nítorí ìdí èyí, gbogbo àwọn irúnmalè ̣náà pẹnu pò ̣láti yan 
Ògún ni ọṣìnmalè,̣ èyí ni olórí àwọn ìmọlè,̣ nígbà tí wóṇ dé Ilé-Ifè.̣ Ṣùgbóṇ 
ògún kò rójú jókòó sojú kan láti jẹ ọlá ti a dá a nítorí ìgbé ayé líle ti ó ti mó ̣ọ 
lára àti iṣé ̣ọdẹ tí ó ń ṣe. A gbó ̣pé èyí ló gbé Ògún de Ìrè. Nígbà ti yóò sò ̣kalè ̣
láti orí òkè wọ ìlú Ìrè, kòṣẹ ni:

Ọjó ̣ògún ń ti orí òkèe bò ̣
Aṣọ iná ló mú bora 
Èẉù èj̣è ̣ló wò.̣

Ògún ni alákòóso gbogbo ohun tí a fi irin ṣe; èyí lo sì mú kí gbogbo àwọn 
tí ó ń lo irin máa bọ ó.̣ Àwọn ọdẹ, alágbèḍẹ, onímòṭò, agbèg̣ilere, àti béẹ̀ ̣béẹ̀ ̣
lọ, ni ìsòwò ògún. Lára ohun tí a fi ń bọ ògún ni ajá. A tilè ̣ri díè ̣kà nípa oúnjẹ 
ògún nínú àkójọpò ̣ohùn Ẹnú Ifá tí Wándé Abímbóḷá ṣe (Abímbóḷá 1969, 58-
59), nígbà tí a bí Ògún bóyá ó le bá Alásàn ròkun:

Wóṇ ní ǹjé ̣bó o bá rin títí 
Bó o bá bùrìn bùrìn 
Bó o bá déléèRè
Ilée bàbáà rẹ ńkó?̣
Bí wóṇ bá fun ọ léẉà èỵan 
Bí wóṇ bá béj̣á fún ó ̣tán
Tí wọn fàkùkọ adìẹ ṣèbósèẹ̣ rè;̣
Bí wọn bá fún ọ lóṭí àti ẹmu ńkó?̣

1   Wọ́n kọ́kọ́ tẹ àpilẹ̀kọ yìí jáde nínú ìwé àtìgbàdégbà Yorùbá tíí ṣe jọ́nà Ẹgbẹ́ Onímọ̀ 
ède Yorùbá ti Nigeria ni ọdún 1987.
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Ògún ní bí mo bá ti yó tán o
Ìjálá tan tan tan
Ni ń ó máa sun bò ̣wáléè mi.

Àkójọpò ̣ìjálá sì tún fi hàn pé ohun tí a ń mú bọ ògún yàtò ̣láti ìlú kan sí 
èkejì:

Ògún méje lÒgún mi 
Ògún Alárá ní í gbajá 
Ògún onírè a gbàgbò
Ògún ìkọlà a gbàgbín 
TẸléṃọnà ní í gbèṣunṣu
Ògún Akírìn a gbá ìwo àgbò
Ògún gbéṇàgbéṇà ẹrán ahun ló máa jẹ 
Ògún Mákindé ti Ògún léḥìn odi 
Bí òun bá gba Tápà, a gbàbókí 
A gba Òkùúkù, a gba Kéḿbérí (Ìdòwú 1962: 88).

N kò sòṛò ̣lórí bí a ṣe ḿ bọ Ògún rárá. Ìwé pò ̣níbi tí a ti lè kà nípa èyí. 
Òḳan nínú wọn ni ìwé Adébóyè Babalọlá, The Content and Form of Yorùbá 
Ìjálá (1966).

Ohun tí mo féẹ̣́ ṣàṣàrò lórí báyìí ni ìwà Ògún. Oníwà líle ni Ògún ń ṣe. Ẹni 
tí ó féṛàn ìjà ni, ó sì kúndùn èj̣è ̣pèḷú. Èyí ni a fi ń sọ pé: 

Níbo la ti pàdé rè?̣
A pàdé rẹ níbi Ìjà;
A pàdé ré ̣níbi ìta;
A pàdé rè ̣níbi òg̣bàrá èj̣è ̣
Gbé ń dáni lọ́rùn bí omi aago (Ìdòwú 1962: 89).

Ìwà Ìpáǹle àti ìwà ìtàjèṣílè ̣yìí ni òp̣òḷọpò ̣ènìyàn mò ̣nípa Ògún. Àwọn 
ènìyàn a sì máa sọ pé:

Ijé ̣èṛù Ògún ti ń bà mi ò ̣ṣẹ 
Ó pa ọkọ sójú iná 
Ó pa ayà séḥìn ààrò 
Ó palárinà sí ìta gbangba 
Kò sàì bé ̣wóṇ lórí fàù léẹ̀ḳan. 
Ògún tó lórìsà
Ta ni pÒgùn-un ò tó lórìsà kó wí 
Ògún tó lórìsà (Yémitàn 1963: 51).
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Èyí ló sì mú kí àwa ọmọ Yorùbá máa bẹ Ògún pé:

A-dì-gìrì-gìrì-rebi-ìjà…
Ògún má bá ń jà 
Má bá ń ṣiré
Ègbè ni o ṣe fún mi 
O ní ò ńbọmọdé ṣiré
Mo réj̣è ̣lójú-ìtò ̣ọmọbìnrin yẹlẹyẹlẹ (Babalọlá 1966: 173).

Lóòtó ̣ni Ògún le púpò,̣ ṣùgbóṇ ó ni àwọn ìwà mìíràn tí ó yẹ kí a máa méṇu 
bà pèḷú, kí a yé tẹnu mó ̣ìwà èj̣èẹ̣ rè ̣nìkan. Lóṇà kìíní, Ògún ni ó mú ìdàpò ̣
wá sáyé láarin àwọn òríṣà àti àwọn ènìyàn tí a dá sáyé. Léḥìn tí ayé ti wáyé, 
ó wá kù kí a máa gbé inúu rè.̣ Ògún ló sì ló àdá rè ̣láti la òṇà tí àwọn Irúnma-
lè ̣gbà wá sáyé. Èyí sì ṣe pàtàkì fún àwa èḍá pé ìbáṣepò ̣láarin àwa àti àwọn 
òrìṣà, àní ìbèṛè ̣ìsìn, kò ṣèḥìn Ògún. Lóṇà kejì, léḥìn tí Ọbàtálá bá tí ṣojú ṣemú, 
tí Olódùmarè mí sí i, iṣé ̣kan Ògún láti tun èḍá ṣe nípa kíkọ ilà fún àwọn èḍá 
ènìyàn. Ògún la fi ń kọ ilà, òun la sì fi ń ṣe òṣ̣ó ̣ara. 

Ògún ni alábojútó ìbura àti ilè ̣mímu. Yàtò ̣sí ilè ̣mímu lóṇà ti àwa Yorùbá, 
ní ilé ẹjóọ̣ wa lóde òní, Ògún ni ẹni tí kì í ṣe ẹléṣìn Mùsùlùmí tàbí Ìgbàgbó ̣fi 
máa ń búra pé òun yóò sọ òtító.̣ Èyí fi hàn pé Ògún kò féṛó,̣ kò fé ̣didalé,̣ béẹ̀ ̣
ni òótó ̣ló ń ṣe láarin àwọn ìmùlè.̣ Bí ènìyàn báa wá dalè,̣ ẹ gbó ̣ohun tí àwa 
Yorùbá ń wí:

Bí ọmọdé bá dalè ̣
Kí ó ma ṣe da Ògún 
Òṛò ̣Ògún léèèwò ̣
Ẹ má bÓgùn-ún fi ìjà ṣeré 
Ara Ògún kan gó, gó, gó (Dáramóḷá àti Jéj̣é ̣1967: 250).

Mo rò pé ìgbà tí Ògún bá ń fojú òḍàlè ̣gbolè ̣lóṇà tó káni lára, tàbí léḥìn tí 
a bá lu òfin rè,̣ ni a máa ń pariwo Ògún pé oníjà ni. 

Àwọn ọdẹ, àwọn ajíwarin, àti agbég̣ilére gbogbo, ló ń bọ Ògún. Ẹ jé ̣kí á 
wo irú ìwà tí Ògún ń fé ̣ki àwọn ọdẹ máa hù. Ọdẹ kò gbọdò ̣bá ìyàwó ọdẹ 
ṣèdàpò,̣ béẹ̀ ̣ni bí ọdẹ bá ń lọ igbó ìgbé ̣ọdẹ, ó gbóḍò ̣yanjú aáwò ̣èyíkéyìí tíì 
báà lè wà láarin òun àti ìyàwó rè.̣ Ìyàwó ọdẹ kò sì gbóḍò ̣yan àlè, kí ó má baà 
pa ọkọ rè ̣lára nínú ìgbé ̣ọdẹ. Ìdí èyí ni pé bí obìnrin ọdẹ bá dán èké wò, ẹranko 
líle lè pa ọkọ rè ̣jẹ tàbí kí àṣìṣe ṣẹlè ̣nínú ìgbé ̣nípa èyí tí ọdẹ òḥún le fara pa 
tàbí kí ó kú. Béẹ̀ ̣ni àwọn ọdẹ máa ń ní oògùn alágbára lóẉó,̣ oògùn ìkà sì wà 
fún kikòỵà pèḷú. Ẹ gbó ̣ohun tí a sọ nípa Ògúnjìmí, ọdẹ alágbára: 
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Ó gbé gúnnúgún jú sílè onílé 
Ògúnjìmí, má gbèé gúnnugún jù síléè mi, 
Ọmọ Adéwọyin
Ó gbé jannajánná kalè ̣lóòrùn 
Ògúnjìmí tó kí wọn lój̣óọ̀ ̣
Epo ní gbogbo wọn ń gbóṇ́ rẹra
Ó rankan jẹlé èké lókè Agúnpopo 
Oògùn tó jẹgbá ìgbín, ó lè jẹgbá ahun 
Aboògùn-ún-jẹgbá ìgbín mùèṃùè.̣ 

Àwọn ọdẹ ló ń jagun láti dábòbo ìlú. Ìwà ìfira-ẹni-tánràn sì wóp̣ò ̣láàrìn 
wọn. Àwọn àgbà ọdẹ máa ń jòẉó ̣ẹ̀míi wọn láti dábòbò àwọn kékeré ọdẹ. Á 
tilè ̣gbó ̣ìtàn-ìfira-ẹni-tánràn Ògúndélé, Ọlọọdẹ Àpáàrà, ní ìlú Òỵó.̣ Léḥìn tí 
àwọn ọdẹ àdúgbò ṣèsì pa olè kan, èyí tí ó di òṛàn ńlá. Ògúndélé sọ nilé ẹjó ̣
pé òun lòún pa olè náà, kí a lè tú àwọn kékeré ọdẹ sílè.̣ Èyí ló sì fa òṛò ̣tí a ń 
sọ pé:

Ògúndélé aláràjẹ ò ̣mẹbi 
Ẹni ó mẹbi ni o rí rà 
Àwọn ará Òỵó ̣ò moore;
Àwọn ara Òỵó ̣ni ò màrà;
Bí wóṇ bá moore, bí wóṇ sì tún màrà, 
Ìran Ògúndélé kì bá ti ràsìngbà,
Wọn ì í bá tí sanwó òde-Ìlú 
Wọn ì í bá tí sanwó bodè fÁláàfin 
Nítorí pé Ògúndélé ló fira rè ̣tánràn gbogbo ẹgbé ̣ọdẹ. 

Tí a bá ń sòṛò ̣Ògún, tí a sì ń sọrọ ọdẹ, a kò lè ṣàì rántí ìjálá, aré ọdẹ. Nínú 
òṛò ̣tí a yọ láti inú ẹṣẹ Ifá léẹ̀ḳan, Ògún sọ pé bí òun bá ti yó tán, tí inú òun 
bá dùn, Ìjálá tán, tan, tan ni òun yóò máa sun lọ sílé òun. Gég̣é ̣bí akéḳòọ́ ̣
Yorùbá, tí a ń kọ ewì àbáláyé àti ewì ìwòyí, Ìjálá yóò jẹ òḳan nínú àwọn ewì 
wa Olóhùn-orin tí a ní láti kó.̣ Ìjálá ti di àràbà nínú àwọn ewì tó fara kó ̣èṣin 
Yorùbá nípa pé o tí di àràbà nínú àwọn ewì tó fara kó ̣èṣin Yorùbá nípa pé 
o tí wèḳun aré òrìṣà já sí gbagadé ewì tí o lè bá ẹnikéṇi sọrò,̣ ìbáà ṣe olùbọ 
tàbí olùsìn Ògún, tàbí ẹni tí kò tilè ̣ní ìgbàgbó ̣nínú èṣìn Yorùbá. Ìdí èyí ni pé, 
Ìjálá yàtò ̣sí ìyèṛè ̣Ifá tó jé ̣pé òṛúnmìlà àti ẹsẹ Ifá nìkan ni a fi ń ṣorin kọ (wo 
Abímbóḷá 1968 àti Ọlátúnjí 1973), Ìjálá a máa sòṛò ̣lórí gbogbo ohun tó wà ní 
sàkááníi wa, a sì máa méṇu ba òṛò ̣tó yàtò ̣sí bíbọ Ògún (Wo Babalóḷá 1973 àti 
Ọlátúnjí 1976, 1-47). A máa ń sun Ìjálá fún àṣeyẹ gbogbo àti fún ẹnikéṇi, ìbáà 
jé ̣ìgbàgbó,̣ Mùsùlùmí tàbí ọmọ ẹgbé ̣ọdẹ. Bó tilè ̣jé ̣pé a sì ń pe Ògún nínú 
Ìjálá, àwọn kókó òṛò ̣tí a ń méṇu bà nínú Ìjálá pò ̣tó béẹ̀ ̣tí ó fi jé ̣pé a féṛèẹ́ ̣má 
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lè rántí pé orin Ògún ni Ìjálá ń ṣe látig̀bà ìwáṣè.̣ Béẹ̀ ̣ni eré ìrèmòj̣é ̣náà wà tí 
kò fi gbogbo ara yàtò ̣sí Ìjálá. Òun náà, orin ọdẹ ni. 

Ilọsíwájú ni a lè ka èyí sí fún Ìjálá, nítorí pé èṣ̣à egúngún náà la lè pè tún 
sọ pé ó ń méṇu ba ohun mìíràn léḥìn òṛò ̣èṣìn (Wo Ọlájubù 1970) ìwádìí lórí 
Ṣàngó-pípè (Wo Ìṣòḷá 1973). Èṣù-pípè, àti Ọya-pípè, fi hàn pé àwọn èỵà ewì 
yìí ń sòṛò ̣lórí èṣìn tí wóṇ rò ̣mó ̣ni. Awá tí a jé ̣akéḳòọ́ ̣ìjìnlè ̣Yorùbá sì máa 
ń kan sáárá sí ewì tàbí òṛò ̣tó jé ̣pé yóò wúlò, tí yóò ní òṛò ̣ìyànjú àti ìdárayá, 
fún àwa tí kìí ṣe ọmọ awo. 

Ògún jé ̣ọlóṇà rere. Yàtò ̣sí pé ó ń báni kọlà fóṃọ, tí ó sì ń báni ṣòṣ̣ó ̣ara, 
òun kan náà ni òrìsà àwọn ọlóṇà, èyí ni àwọn agbég̣ilére. Agbég̣ilére á máa 
ronú jinlè,̣ béẹ̀ ̣ni a sì máa wá ìtumò ̣tó jinlè ̣fún àkíyèsí tí ó bá ṣe. Òun pèḷú 
asùnjálá ń ṣe iṣé ̣kan náà: irin iṣé ̣onikálukú ló yàtò.̣ Àkíyèsí ti agbég̣ilére 
bá ṣe, yóò gbé ̣ẹ nígi; béẹ̀ ̣ni asùnjálá yóò fi tirè ̣ṣorin kọ. Ọnà wa nínú iṣé ̣
àwọn méjèèjì, èyí sì ni dígí ti a lè lò láti fi irú àdìítú tí ilé ayé jé ̣hàn. A lè ka 
gbogbo àwọn tó ń ṣiṣé ̣asòṛòṭà, àti àwọn tó ń mọ ère tàbí àwọn tó ń gbé ̣ère, sí 
ọmọle ̣́hìn ògún. Orílè ̣èdè tí kò bá sì ní irúu wóṇ ti kú gég̣é ̣bí orílè ̣èdè.

Ohun mìíràn ti a lè tún méṇu bà nípa àwọn agbég̣ilére ni pé àwọn ló ń gbé ̣
àwòrán òrìṣà gbogbo. Agbẹ́gilére ní láti mọ ìtàn tó pilè ̣òrìṣà kòọ̀ḳan, kí ó sì 
rónú nípa àwòrán tí yóò fi ìwà àti èỵà ara òrìṣà náà hàn gedegbe. Mo lérò wí 
pé kò sí ẹnìkan tó tún lè gò-̣gòọ̀-̣gò ̣tó béẹ̀ ̣tí yóò rò pé àwọn ère wòṇyí ni àwa 
Yorùbá ń sìn. Béẹ̀ ̣kó.̣ Àwọn ère náà dúró bi ohun tí a lè tẹjú mó ̣ki a lè tipa 
béẹ̀ ̣dé òḍò ̣àwọn òrìsà náà gan-an ni èṃí: Wóṇ dàbí àwọn ère tí ó wà ní ṣóọ̀ṣ̣ì 
àwọn Páàdì, tàbí àgbélébùú ní ṣóọ̀ṣ̣ì àwọn ìjọ onígbàgbọ tó kù. Nípa pé àwọn 
agbég̣ilére ti wọn jẹ ọmọlẹ́hìn Ògún ló ń gbẹ́ ère àwọn òrìsà gbogbo kí a lè 
tipa béẹ̀ ̣máa sìn wóṇ, a lè sọ pé òrìṣà tí ó bá sọ pé ti Ògún kò tóó póṇ, kì í ṣe 
pé ẹsè ̣la óò fi lànà dé ojúbọ rè ̣nìkan, bí kò ṣe pé bibọ irú òrìsà béẹ̀ ̣lé wá sí 
òpin nígbà tí kò bá sí ère láti fi ṣe àpẹẹrẹ irú òrìsà béẹ̀.̣ 

Léḥìn ti a ti sòṛò ̣nípa Ìwà ògún, ó yẹ kí a wá ṣe àyèẉò bí àwọn òǹkòẉé ṣe 
fi Ògún hàn nínú ìwée wọn. Nínú àyèẉò yìí, a kò ní sọ pé àwọn ìwé tí a kọ ní 
èdè Yorùbá nìkan la óò yè ̣wò, a óò méṇu ba àwọn ìwé mìíràn níbi tí a ti sòṛò ̣
nípa Ògún. Nítorí ìdí èyí, àwọn ìwé mìíràn wà tí ó jé ̣pé Gèẹ́ṣì la fi kọ wọn; 
ṣùgbóṇ ó wá bó ̣si pé ọmọ Yorùbá ni àwọn tó kọ irú ìwé béẹ̀.̣ 

Gbogbo wọn ló sòṛò ̣nípa ìwà líle àti ìwà ìtàjè-̣sílè ̣Ògún tí a ti méṇu bà 
ṣáájú. Nínú ewì  rè ̣‘Ìjàm̀bá Odò Ọbà’ Adébáyò ̣Fálétí fi Ògún hàn bí abì-
jàwàrà, Fálétí sọ pé èṛù Ògún ba òun:

Èṛù Ògún olúrè bà mí:
Sùúrù ni kí o ṣe; àgbà òrìṣà, 
Ká má ṣe ríjà rẹ, Ògún ọkọ ẹran 
Ká má ṣe ríjà rẹ, àgbà òrìṣà 
Níjó ̣téṛù Ògún ti ń bà mí, kò ṣẹ ni 
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Níjó ̣tó palábéṛé,̣ tó fabéṛé ̣jóná.
Tó pẹléḷè ̣tó fèḷè ̣ya gbẹrẹngẹdẹ bí aṣọ 
Tó yàkísà téṛé,̣ to fi di ìdí àdán 
Tí Lákáayé kò ̣tí kò la ẹsè ̣péỵéỵẹ (Akínjógbìn 1969: 121).

Ó sòṛò ̣títí pé èḍá ló fọwó ̣fakú sórí ara rè ̣nípa àwọn ohun ìrìnnà tí èḍá 
fọwó ̣araarè ̣ṣe. Ó wá parí ewì náà lórí pé kò sáà sí èyí tí a lè ṣe ju pé kí a bẹ 
Ògún, kò dákun, dábò ̣kó máa ṣó ̣wa:

Má bá wa jà, àwa kò lówó ẹbọ nílé,
Kọlùkọlù lÒgún, kí o dákun má kọ lù wá, 
Ẹni o bá kọ lù yóò fẹbọ jura.
Lój̣ó ̣tí o bá ń pèbù àtàrí, ẹgbé ̣wa kò ní rìn
Bóṇà bá burú kí o wò’̣wá léẉù-irin 
Koríko odò tí í rú wìnnìwìnnì (Akínjógbìn 1969: 124).

Nínú ìwé eléré rè,̣ The Gods Are Not To Blame, Ọlá Rótìmí fi òṛò ̣ sí 
Ọdéẉálé léṇu níbi tí ó ti pa bàbá rè ̣láìmọ: ó ṣe àpèjúwe ìmúra Ògún nígbà tí 
ó ń ti orí òkè bò:̣

When Ògún, the god of iron 
was returning from Ire
his loincloth was 
a hoop of fire
Blood… the deep red stain 
Of victim’s blood 
His cloak (Rótìmí 1971: 49).

Wọlé Ṣóyínká ni ẹni tí a lè sọ pé ó fi Ògún hàn jù lọ nínú gbogbo àwọn tó 
méṇu ba Ògún nínú ìwé wọn. Nínú ewì rè ̣‘Ìdànrè’ ni ó ti ṣe èyí. Ó rí Ògún 
gég̣é ̣bí ẹni líle lóòótó;̣ pé ibi ìjà àti ìtàjèṣílè ̣la ti lè rí i. 

Where do we seek him, they asked 
Where conflict rages, where sweat
Is torrents of rain, where clear springs 
Of blood fill one with longing 
As the rush of wine (Ṣóyínká 1967: 75).

Àti pé ìjàmbá ojú títì kò ṣèḥìn rè;̣

Fated lives ride ‘on’ the wheels of death when,
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The road waits, famished (Ṣóyínká 1967: 64).

Ṣóyínká tilè ̣sọ èj̣è ̣pé àwọn tí Ògún ti pa lọ́ ń mú koríko rú wìnnìnìì léḅàá 
títì, àti pé ọpọlọ orí, àti mùdùmúdùn inú egungun ènìyàn, nígbà náà, kò tilè ̣
níyì ju imí ẹran, tí a fi ń ṣe ajílè ̣lọ: 

…. growth is greener where 
Rich blood has spoilt; brain and marrow 
Fat manure with sheep’s excrement (Ṣóyínká 1967: 65).

Ṣóyínká nìkan ló rí i pé Ògún ní ìwà mìíràn léḥìn ìtàjèṣílè.̣ Ó sọ nípa bí 
Ògún ṣe mú èḍá aye lè ní ìbáṣepò ̣pèḷú àwọn òrìsà nípa líla òṇà fún àwọn Irún-
malè ̣láti lè sò ̣kalè ̣wá sáyé. Ìwà ṣíṣè ̣ni èyí, èyí tí Ọbàtálá kò le ṣe:

To think a mere plague of chaos 
Stood between the gods and man 
He made a mesh of elements, from stone 
Of fire in earthful, the womb of energies 
He made an anvil of the peaks and kneeded 
Red clay for his mould. In his hand the weapon 
Gleamed, born of the primal mechanic 
And this pledge he gave the heaves
I will clear a path to man (Ṣóyínká 1967: 70-71).

Ṣóyínká sì sọ pé léḥìn tí Ògún ṣe èyí, kò féẹ́ ̣jọba, ó sì gun orí òkè lọ. Ṣùg-
bóṇ àwọn ará Ìrèl ó lọ pè é láti wá jọba. Nígbà tó mù ẹmu yó, ó pa àwọn ọmọ 
rè.̣ Èyí mú kí Ògún kábàámò ̣gidigidi nígbà tí ó mọ ohun tí ó ṣe:

… the Hunter stayed his hand 
The chute of truth opened from red furnaces 
And Ògún stayed his hand 
Truth a late dawn (Ṣóyínká 1967: 80).

Òwe ni Ṣóyínká ń fi ìtàn Ògún pa. ó ń sọ pé àwa èḍá kò gbóḍò ̣rò pé a lè 
lo ohun alágbára fún rere ara ẹni láìronú pe nǹkan òḥún lè bú mó ̣wa lóẉó.̣ 
Àwọn Ìrè mò ̣pé alágbára hàn-ún-hán-ún ni Ògún ń ṣe, béẹ̀ ̣ni wóṇ mò ̣ó ̣ní 
aláfèḥìntì pèḷú:

My god Ògún, orphan’s shield, his home 
Is terraced hills self-surmounting to the skies 
Ògún path-maker, he who goes fore where other gods 



342	 Ọlátúnji

Have turned (Ṣóyínká 1967, 72).

Èyí lo mú wọn pè é láti wa jẹ ọba lé wọn lórí. Wóṇ gbàgbé pé sísá ló yẹ kí 
wọn ó sá fún un, kí wọn sì jìnnà sí irú agbára béẹ̀:̣

To bring a god to supper is devout, yet 
A wise host keeps his distance till
The spirit one has dined his fill (Ṣóyínká 1967: 76).

Èyí kò hàn tó èḳó ̣fún wa ní ayé òde òní, pàápàá tí àwọn orílè ̣èdè gbogbo 
ń lépa ohun ìjà olóró, tí a sì ń sọ pé fún ààbò àti àlàáfíà orílè ̣èdè wa ni, pé kí 
a ṣóṛa kí a má báà di ìrè ̣tí ó yó tán, tí ó wá béṛa rè ̣níkùn?

Bí Ṣóỵínká ṣe lo ìtàn ògún wúni lórí púpò.̣ Ó jé ̣kí a ri irú ìlò tí ìtàn náà lè jé ̣
fún wa ní òde òní. Ó tilè ̣kọ nǹkan nípa Ògún ní àyèẉò kan. The Fourth Stage, 
níbi tí ó ti sọ pé Ògún dúró gég̣é ̣bí èṃí tí í máa jìjàkadì láti kó ara rè ̣ní ìjánu. 
Léḥìn tí ògún rí i pé ẹmu tí òun mu ló di òun lójú tí òun fi pa àwọn ọmọ òun, 
ṣe ni Ògún pa á láṣẹ pé ẹmu náà ni kí a máa fi bọ òun. Èyí yàtò ̣sí ti Ọbàtálá, 
ẹni tí ó dá abuké, àfín àti àwọn abirùn nítorí pé ó yó ẹmu, tí ó sì torí rè ̣sọ pé 
àwọn olùsìn tàbí àwọn olùbọ òun kò gbóḍò ̣mu ẹmu. Ògún kì í ṣe òrìsà tí ó ń 
gba ìgbàkúgbà, oníkòburé; Ó fé ̣kí àwa èḍá máa làkàkà láti kó ara ẹni ní ìjánu 
bí ó tilè ̣jé ̣pé ni àrin ìdẹwò la wà. Ògún kò fé ̣kí a sá fún ìdẹwò, tàbí idánwò, 
ó fé ̣kí a làkàkà láti borí ìdánwò ni. 

… Ògún, in proud acceptance of the need to create a challenge for the con-
stant exercise of will and control, enjoins the liberal joy of wine. The palm 
fronds are a symbol of his willful, ecstatic being (Ṣóyínká 1965:133).

Ṣóyínká náà, nìkan, ní ó sòṛò ̣nípa àbápín Ògún ní nínú ìṣèḍáyé. Òun kan 
náà nìkan nínú àwọn òǹkòẉé wa ló fi hàn pé ọlóṇà rere àti olùdábòbò ni Ògún 
pèḷú. 

Kò tó fún wa, gég̣é ̣bí akẹkòọ́ ̣ìjìnlè ̣Yorùbá, láti mọ ìtàn ìsèṃ̀báyé nìkan. Ó 
yẹ kí a wó ìtàkùn tí ó so oríṣìíríṣìí àwọn ìtàn yìí pò,̣ kí a sì wò ní kínnníkínní 
irú àkíyèsí tàbí ìtumò ̣tí a lè fún àwọn ìtàn náà. Wọlé Ṣóyínká ti sọ pé Ògún 
nìkan nínú gbogbo Òrìṣà ilè ̣Yorùbá ni a lè fi ṣe àpèjúwe Ọládojúdé (tragedy). 
Ǹ kò féẹ́ ̣sòṛò ̣mó ̣lórí The Fourth Stage èyí tí ó pilè ̣ewì “Ìdànrè” tí a ti yè ̣wò; 
ṣe ni ó yẹ kí a ka ìwé òḥún ní àkàtán. Ohun kan pàtàkì tí ó yẹ kí àwa akéḳòọ́ ̣
ìjìnlè ̣Yorùbá ó mò ̣ni pé kò sí ẹni tí kò le sọ ìtàn àbáláyé tàbí kí ó rántí ìtàn tí 
ó ti gbó ̣rí; ṣùgbóṇ ọlóg̣bóṇ ló lè fún ìtàn ní ìtumò,̣ onílàákàyè ló sì lè sọ ìtàkùn 
tó so agbè tí ó sì tún so elégédé irú ìtàn béẹ̀.̣ Ìbéèrè tó sì yẹ kí a máa bi ara wa 
ni, ‘kí ni ìlò ìtàn yìí fún òdé òní?’
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Bí a bá yẹ gbogbo ìtàn Ògún wò, a kò lè ṣàì rí gbogbo èḍá ènìyàn bí ẹni tí 
ó kọṣé ̣Ògún wáyé nípa pé àwa èḍá ní èṃí àti ipa tí ó lè dá ohun rere sílè ̣tàbí 
tí ó lè ba ohun rere jé.̣ Tibitire sáà ni èḍá ń rìn. Ògún òlómi-nílé-fèj̣è-̣wè ̣kan 
náà ni Ògún ègbè-léḥìn-ọmọ-òrukàn. Béẹ̀ ̣náà ni àwa èḍá rí. 

Àyèẉò bí a ti fi Ògún hàn nínú Lítírésò ̣Àpilèḳọ fi yéni gbangba pé ìwà 
líle àti ti ìtàjèṣílè ̣Ògún ni òp̣òḷọpò ̣òǹkòẉé tẹnu mó.̣ Wọlé Ṣóyínká nìkan ni 
òǹkòẉé tí ó sòṛò ̣nípá ṣíṣẹ èḍá sáyé àti ìwà àánú Ògún yàtò ̣sí ìwà líle rè.̣ Òun 
ni ó sì fún Ògún ní ìtumò ̣tí o tóḳa sí bí Ògún ṣe wúlò fún wa ní òde òní. Irú 
èyí sì ni ohun tí ó yẹ kí a máa ṣe nípa àwọn ìtàn àbáláyée wa. 
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Ṣóyínká, W. 1965. “The Fourth Stage”, The Morality of Art (Jefferson, J.W. 

Ed.) Routledge and Paul, pp. 119-134.
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