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itan abalayé awa Yorubé so fun wa pé 0giin 16 saaju gbogbo awon orisa
yooku nigba ti won 1 ti ikolé orun bo wayé. Oun 16 ni ada ti 6 fi gdn ona ti
gbogbo won gba. Nitori idi ¢yi, gbogbo awon irinmal¢ naa penu po lati yan
Ogun ni osinmalg, eyi ni oldri awon imol¢, nigba ti won dé I1é-Ife. Sugbon
lara ati isé ode ti 6 n se. A gbo pé &yi 16 gbé Ogiin de Iré. Nigba ti yoo so kalé
1ati ori oké wo ila ire, kose ni:

Qjo ogln n ti ori okee bo
Aso ina 16 mua bora
Ewu ¢j¢ 16 wo.

Ogun ni alakodso gbogbo ohun ti a fi irin se; &yi lo si ma ki gbogbo awon
ti 6 11 lo irin maa bo 6. Awon ode, alagbéde, onimoto, agbegilere, ati bée bée
lo, ni isOwoO 0ghn. Lara ohun ti a fi n bo 0gan ni aja. A tile ri di¢ ka nipa ounje
ogun ninu akojopo ohun Ent Ifa ti Wandé Abimbola se (Abimbola 1969, 58-
59), nigba ti a bi Oglin boya 6 le ba Aldsan rokun:

Won ni njé bo o ba rin titi

B6 o ba burin burin

B0 o ba déléeRe

Ilée babaa re fiko?

Bi won ba fun ¢ 1éwa ¢yan

Bi won ba béja fin ¢ tan

Ti won fakuko adie sébosee re;
Bi won b4 fin ¢ 16ti ati emu nko?

1 Won koko te apileko yii jade ninh iwé atigbadégba Yorubd tii se jona Egbé Onim¢
¢de Yoruba ti Nigeria ni odiin 1987.
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Ogun ni bi mo ba ti y6 tan o
[jala tan tan tan
Ni 1 6 méa sun bo walée mi.

Ako6jopo ijala si tin fi han pé ohun ti a A ma bo dgun yato lati ila kan si
ekeji:

Ogtin méje 10gun mi

Ogtin Alara ni i gbaja

Oglin oniré a gbagbd

Ogun ikola a gbagbin

TElémona ni { gbesunsu

Ogun Akirin a gba iwo agbo

Oglin gbénagbéna eran ahun 16 maa je

Ogtin Makindé ti Ogtin 1¢hin odi

Bi 6un ba gba Tapa, a gbaboki

A gba Okutku, a gba Kémbéri (Idowa 1962: 88).

N ko soro 16ri bi a se th bo Ogiin rara. Iwé po nibi ti a ti 1¢ ka nipa éyi.
Okan nind won ni iwé Adéboye Babalola, The Content and Form of Yoruba
Tiald (1966).

Ohun ti mo fé¢ sasaro 16ri bayii ni iwa Ogﬁn. Oniwa lile ni Ogﬁn n se. Eni
ti 6 féran ija ni, 6 si kindun ¢jé pelu. Eyini a fi i so pé:

Nibo la ti padé re?

A padé re nibi 1ja;

A padé r¢ nibi ita;

A padé r¢ nibi ogbara ¢j¢

Gbé 1 dani lorun bi omi aago (Idowu 1962: 89).

Iwa Ipanle ati iwa itajesile yii ni opolopo éniyan mo nipa Ogun. Awon
eniyan a si maa s pé:

Ijé era Ogtin ti n ba mi O se

O pa oko soju ina

O pa aya sé¢hin aaro

O palarina si ita gbangba

Ko sai bé won 16ri fau léekan.
Ogiin t6 16risa

Ta ni pOgun-un o t6 16risa ké wi
Ogiin t6 16risa (Yémitan 1963: 51).
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Eyi 16 si mu ki awa omo Yoruba maa be Ogin pé:

A-di-giri-giri-rebi-ija...

Ogin ma ba n ja

Ma ba n siré

Egbé ni o se fin mi

O ni 6 nbomodé siré

Mo réje 16j0-ito omobinrin yeleyele (Babalola 1966: 173).

L60td ni Oglin le pupd, sigbodn 6 ni awon iwa miiran ti 6 ye ki a mda ménu
ba pely, ki a yé tenu mo iwa ¢jée ré¢ nikan. Lona kiini, Ogun ni 6 mu idapo
wa sayé laarin awon Orisa ati awon éniyan ti a da sayé. Léhin ti ayé ti wayé,
6 wa ki ki a maa gbé intiu re. Ogan 16 si 16 adé ré 1ati la ona ti awon Irinma-
1¢ gba wa sayé. Eyi si se pataki fan awa ¢da pé ibasepo laarin awa ati awon
orisa, ani ibére isin, ko sehin Ogun. Lona keji, 1éhin ti Qbatala ba ti soji sema,
t{ Olédumaré mi si i, is¢ kan Ogun 14ti tun da se nipa kiko ila fan awon ¢da
éniyan. Ogiin la fi n ko ila, oun la si fi i se 9s9 ara.

Ogtin ni alabojuto ibura ati il¢ mimu. Yato si il¢ mimu 16na ti awa Yoruba,
ni ilé ¢jéo wa 16de oni, Ogun ni eni ti ki i se elésin Musulumi tabi igbagbo fi
maa fi blra pé dun yoo so otitd. Eyi fi han pé Ogun ko férd, ko fé didalé, bée
ni 06t 16 1 se ldarin awon imul¢. Bi éniyan baa wa dal¢, ¢ gbo ohun ti awa
Yoruba n wi:

Bi omodé ba dale

Ki 6 ma se da Ogiin

Oro Ogun 16¢éwo

E ma bOgun-un fi ija seré

Ara Ogun kan go, g6, g6 (Daramola ati Jéjé 1967: 250).

Mo 16 pé igba ti Oglin ba i foji 0dalé gbolé 19na t6 kani lara, tabi 1¢hin ti
a ba lu ofin r¢, ni a maa f pariwo Ogiin pé onija ni.

Awon ode, awon ajiwarin, ati agbégilére gbogbo, 16 n bo Ogun. E jé ki 4
wo ira iwa ti Ogtn 1 fé ki awon ode maa hu. Qde ko gbodo ba iyawé ode
sédapo, bée ni bi ode ba i 1o ighd igbé ode, 6 gbddo yanju adw¢ éyikéyii tii
baa 1¢ wa laarin dun ati iyaw6 re. Iyawo ode ko si gbodo yan ale, ki 6 méa baa
pa oko r¢ lara nind1 ighé ode. Idi &yi ni pé bi obinrin ode ba dan ¢ké wo, eranko
lile 1¢ pa oko r¢ je tabi ki asise sel¢ nint igbé nipa ¢&yi ti ode ohun le fara pa
tabi ki 6 ku. Bé¢ ni awon ode maa f ni oogun alagbara 10wo, oogun ika si wa
fan kikoya peli. E gbo ohun ti a so nipa Oganjimi, ode alagbara:
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O gbé gunnigin ju silé onilé

Ogtinjimi, méa gbéé ghnnugun ju silée mi,
Omo Adéwoyin

O gbé jannajanna kal¢ 160rin

Ogunjimi t6 ki won 16j60

Epo ni gbogbo won 1 gbon rera

O rankan jelé ¢ké 10ké Agimpopo

Oogun t6 jegba igbin, 6 I¢ jegba ahun
AbooOgun-in-jegbd igbin miemug.

Awon ode 16 fi jagun lati dabobo ilu. Iwa ifira-eni-tanran si wopo laarin
won. Awon agba ode maa n jowd émii won lati dabobo awon kékeré ode. A
tile gb¢ itan-ifira-eni-tanran Ogundélé, Qloode Apaara, ni ila Qyd. Léhin ti
awon ode adugbo sési pa olé kan, &yi ti 6 di oran nla. Ogindélé so nilé ejo
pé dun 1oun pa olé naa, ki a Ié ta awon kékeré ode silé. Eyi 10 si fa oro ti a n
SO pé:

Ogundélé alaraje 0 mebi

Eni 6 mebini ori ra

Awon ara Qy6 6 moore;

Awon ara Oy ni 6 mara;

Bi won ba moore, bi won si tin mara,

fran Ogandélé ki ba ti rasingba,

Won i1 b ti sanwé ode-Ila

Won i i ba ti sanwé bodé fAlaafin

Nitori pé Ogundélé 16 fira ré tanran gbogbo egbé ode.

Ti a ba 1 soro Ogun, ti a si n soro ode, a ko 1& sai ranti ijala, aré ode. Ninu
oro ti a yo lati inu ese Ifa 1é¢kan, Ogan so pé bi dun ba ti yé tan, ti ind dun
ba dun, 1jal4 tan, tan, tan ni dun yod maa sun lo silé dun. Gégé bi akékoo
Yoruba, ti a n ko ewi abalayé ati ewi iwoyi, 1jala yoo je okan nint awon ewi
wa Oléhun-orin ti a ni l4ti ko. 1jal4 ti di araba nind awon ewi t6 fara ko ésin
Yoruba nipa pé o ti di araba ninti awon ewi t6 fara ko ¢sin Yoruba nipa pé
o ti wekun aré oOrisa ja si gbagadé ewi ti o 1& ba enikéni soro, ibaa se olubo
tabi olusin Ogan, tabi eni ti ko tilé ni ighagbd nind ¢sin Yoruba. Idi eyi ni pé,
Tjala yato si iyére If4 to jé pé ortnmila ati ese If4 nikan ni a fi i sorin ko (wo
Abimbgla 1968 ati Qlatinji 1973), Ijala a maa sorg 16ri gbogbo ohun té wa ni
sakaanii wa, a si maa ménu ba oro t6 yato si bibo Ogiin (Wo Babaldla 1973 ati
Qlatunji 1976, 1-47). A maa 1 sun 1jala fun aseye gbogbo ati fun enikéni, ibaa
jé igbagbo, Musulumi tabi omo egbé ode. B tilé jé pé a si n pe Oglin nina
fjala, awon koko oro ti a i ménu ba nint Ijala po t6 béé ti 6 fi jé pé a féreé ma
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1¢ rénti pé orin Oglin ni 1jal4 i se latigba iwas¢. Bé¢ ni eré irémojé naa wa ti
ko fi gbogbo ara yato si Ijala. Oun naa, orin ode ni.

Tosiwaji ni a 1¢ ka &yi si fun Ijala, nitori pé ¢sa eglingtin nda la 1& pé tin
s0 pé 6 1 ménu ba ohun miiran 1éhin ¢r¢ ésin (Wo Qlajubu 1970) iwadii 16ri
Sango-pipe (Wo Isola 1973). Esu-pipé, ati Qya-pipé, fi han pé awon &ya ewi
yii 01 s0ro 16ri esin ti won ro mg ni. Awa ti a jé akékoo ijinl¢ Yoruba si maa
i kan saara si ewi tabi oro to jé pé yoo wulo, ti yoo ni or¢ iyanju ati idaraya,
fan awa ti kii se omo awo.

Ogun jé 0ldna rere. Yato si pé 6 n bani kola fomo, ti 6 si i bani s0so ara,
oun kan naa ni orisa awon 0lona, éyi ni awon agbégilére. Agbégilére 4 maa
ront jinl¢, béé ni a si maa wa itumo t6 jinlé fin akiyési ti 6 ba se. Oun pela
astnjala f se isé kan naa: irin isé onikalukd 16 yato. Akiyési ti agbégilére
ba se, yOO gbé ¢ nigi; bé¢ ni asunjala yoo fi tir¢ sorin ko. Ona wa nint isé
awon méjéeji, eyi si ni digi ti a 1& 16 1ati fi ira adiita ti ile aye jé han. A 1¢ ka
gbogbo awon to f sisé€ asorota, ati awon té n mo €re tabi awon td n gbé ére, si
omoléhin 6ghn. Oril¢ &dé ti ko ba si ni irtu won ti ki gégé bi orile édeé.

Ohun miiran ti a 1¢ tin ménu ba nipa awon agbégilére ni pé awon 10 f gbé
aworan oOrisa gbogbo. Agbégilére ni 1ati mo itan to pile orisa kookan, ki 6 si
rénu nipa aworan ti yoo fi iwa ati ¢ya ara Orisa naa han gedegbe. Mo 1éro wi
pé ko si enikan t6 tan 1é go-g00-go to bée ti yoo ro pé awon ére wonyi ni awa
Yoruba 11 sin. Bé¢ ko. Awon ére naa durd bi ohun ti a 1& teja mo ki a 1¢ tipa
bée¢ dé 0do awon Orisa nda gan-an ni ¢émi: Won dabi awon ére ti 6 wa ni $00si
awon Paadi, tabi agbélébun ni $00si awon ijo onigbagbo to ku. Nipa pé awon
agbégilére ti won je omol¢hin Ogl’m 16 n gb_é ere awon Orisa gbogbo ki a 1€
tipa bé¢ maa sin won, a 1& so pé Orisa ti 6 ba so pé ti Oglin ko t66 pon, ki i se
pé es¢ la 60 fi lana dé ojubo re¢ nikan, bi ko se pé bibo irt Orisa bée¢ 1¢ wa si
Opin nigba ti ko ba si ére 14ti fi se apeere iru orisa bée.

Léhin ti a ti soro nipa Iwa ogiin, 6 ye ki a wa se ayewo bi awon onkowé se
fi Ogl’m han nint iwée won. Nint ayewo yii, a ko ni so pé awon iwé ti a ko ni
¢dé Yoruba nikan la 60 y¢ wo, a 60 ménu ba awon iwé miiran nibi ti a ti sQro
nipa Ogun. Nitori idi ¢yi, awon iwé miiran wa ti 6 jé pé Géési la fi ko won;
stgbon 6 wa bo si pé omo Yoruba ni awon to ko irt iwé bée.

Gbogbo won 16 soro nipa iwa lile ati iwa itajé-sile Ogun ti a ti ménu ba
saji. Nint ewi ré ‘Jjamba Odo Oba’ Adébayo Faléti fi Ogan han bi abi-
jawara, Faléti so pé éri Ogun ba dun:

Erti Ogtn oluré ba mi:

Suuru ni ki o se; agba orisa,

Ka ma se rija re, Ogﬁn 0ko eran
Ka ma se rija re, agba orisa

Nijo tért Ogun ti n ba mi, ko se ni
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Nijo t6 palabére, to fabéré jona.

T6 peléle to fele ya gberengede bi aso

T6 yakisa tére, to fi di idi adan

Ti Lékaayé ko ti ko la ese péyéye (Akinjogbin 1969: 121).

O soro titi pé eda 16 fowo faku sori ara r¢ nipa awon ohun irinna ti ¢da
fowo araar¢ se. O wa pari ewi naa 16ri pé ko saa si eyi ti a 1¢ se ju pé ki a be
Ogun, ko dakun, dabo ko maa s wa:

Ma ba wa ja, awa ko 16wo ¢bo nilé,

Kolukolu IOgﬁn, ki o dakun ma ko Iu wa,

Eni o ba ko 1u yo0 febo jura.

L§jo ti o ba n pébu atari, egbé wa ko ni rin

Bona ba burt ki o wo’wa léwu-irin

Koriko 0do ti i r winniwinni (Akinjogbin 1969: 124).

Nina iwé eléré re, The Gods Are Not To Blame, Qla Rotimi fi oro si
Qdéwalé 1énu nibi ti 6 ti pa baba r¢ 1aimo: 6 se apejliwe imtra Ogun nigba ti
0 1 ti ori 0ké bo:

When Ogiin, the god of iron
was returning from Ire

his loincloth was

a hoop of fire

Blood... the deep red stain
Of victim’s blood

His cloak (Rétimi 1971: 49).

Wolé Soyinka ni eni ti a 1€ so pé 6 fi Ogun han ju lo nind gbogbo awon to
ménu ba Oglin nint iwé won. Nintl ewi r¢ Tdanre’ ni 6 ti se ¢yi. O ri Ogln
g¢gé bi eni lile 1600t0; pé ibi ija ati itajesile la ti 1e ri i.

Where do we seek him, they asked
Where conflict rages, where sweat

Is torrents of rain, where clear springs
Of blood fill one with longing

As the rush of wine (Soyinka 1967: 75).

Ati pé ijamba oju titi ko s¢hin r¢;

Fated lives ride ‘on’ the wheels of death when,
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The road waits, famished (S6yinka 1967: 64).

Soyinka tile so ¢j¢ pé awon ti Oghn ti pa lo i ma koriko ri winninii 1ébaa
titi, ati pé opolo ori, ati mudumudun ind egungun éniyan, nigba naa, ko tile
niyi ju imi eran, ti a fi i se ajil¢ lo:

.... growth is greener where
Rich blood has spoilt; brain and marrow
Fat manure with sheep’s excrement (Soyinka 1967: 65).

Soyinka nikan 16 ri i pé Ogln ni iwa miiran I¢hin itajesile. O s¢ nipa bi
Ogun se mu ¢da aye 1¢ ni ibasepo pelu awon oOrisa nipa lila ona fun awon Irtin-

rrrrr

To think a mere plague of chaos

Stood between the gods and man

He made a mesh of elements, from stone

Of fire in earthful, the womb of energies

He made an anvil of the peaks and kneeded

Red clay for his mould. In his hand the weapon
Gleamed, born of the primal mechanic

And this pledge he gave the heaves

I will clear a path to man (Séyinka 1967: 70-71).

Soyinka si so pé 1éhin ti Ogln se eyi, ko féé joba, 6 si gun ori oke 19. Sug-
bon awon ara Irél 6 1o pé € lati wa joba. Nigba to6 mu emu y6, 6 pa awon omo
re. Byl mu ki Ogtin kabadmo gidigidi nigba ti 6 mo ohun ti 6 se:

... the Hunter stayed his hand

The chute of truth opened from red furnaces
And Ogiin stayed his hand

Truth a late dawn (Séyinka 1967: 80).

Owe ni Soyinka n fi itan Ogan pa. 6 1 so pé awa ¢da ko gbddo ro pé a 1¢
lo ohun aldgbéra fun rere ara eni lairont pe nnkan ohtn 1& ba mo wa 10wo.
Awon Iré mo pé aldgbara han-iin-han-un ni Ogun 1 se, bé¢ ni woén mo 6 ni
alafehinti pelu:

My god Ogun, orphan’s shield, his home
Is terraced hills self-surmounting to the skies
Oglin path-maker, he who goes fore where other gods
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Have turned (Séyinka 1967, 72).

Eyi lo mu won pé € 1ati wa je oba 1€ won 16ri. Won gbagbé pé sisa 16 ye ki
won 0 sa fun un, ki won si jinna si iri agbara bée:

To bring a god to supper is devout, yet
A wise host keeps his distance till
The spirit one has dined his fill (Soyinka 1967: 76).

Eyi ko han té ¢ko fun wa ni ayé dde Oni, padpad ti awon oril¢ édé gbogbo
1 1épa ohun ija oléro, ti a si n s pé fun aabo ati alaafia orile ede wa ni, pé ki
a sora ki a ma baa di ir¢ ti 6 yo tan, ti 6 wa béra re nikun?

Bi Soyinka se lo itan dgan wani 16ri papo. O jé ki a ri ird 116 ti itan naa 1¢ jé
fan wa ni 0de oni. O til¢ ko nikan nipa Ogtin ni ayéwo kan. The Fourth Stage,
nibi ti 6 ti so pé Oglin diiré gégé bi émi ti i maa jijakadi lati ko ara ré ni ijanu.
Léhin ti 0gin ri i pé emu ti dun mu 16 di oun 16ja ti dun fi pa awon omo Oun,
se ni Ogiin pa 4 lase pé emu nda ni ki a maa fi bo oun. Eyi yato si ti Qbatala,
eni ti 6 da abuké, afin ati awon abirun nitori pé 6 yo emu, ti 6 si tori r¢ so pé
awon olusin tabi awon olubo dun ko gbodd mu emu. Ogiin ki i se orisa ti 6 n
gba igbakugba, onikoburé; O fé ki awa éda maa lakaka 1ati ko ara eni ni ijanu
bi 6 tilé jé pé ni arin idewo la wa. Oguan ko fé ki a sa fun idewo, tabi idanwo,
0 fé ki a lakaka 14ti bori idanwo ni.

... Oglin, in proud acceptance of the need to create a challenge for the con-
stant exercise of will and control, enjoins the liberal joy of wine. The palm
fronds are a symbol of his willful, ecstatic being (Sdyinka 1965:133).

Soyinka naa, nikan, ni 6 soro nipa abapin Ogin ni nind isédayé. Oun kan
naa nikan nint awon onkowé wa 16 fi han pé 0ldna rere ati olidabobo ni Ogiin
pelu.

Ko t fin wa, gégé bi akekdd ijinlé Yoruba, lati mo itan isémbayé nikan. O
ye ki a wo itakun ti 6 so orisiirisii awon itan yii po, ki a si wo ni kinnnikinni
ira akiyési tabi itumg ti a 1& fn awon itan nda. Wolé Soyinka ti so pé Ogﬁn
nikan nint gbogbo Orisa il¢ Yoruba ni a 1¢ fi se apéjuwe Qladojidé (tragedy).
N ko fé¢ soro mo 16ri The Fourth Stage &yi ti 6 pilé ewi “Idanré” ti a ti ye wo;
se ni 6 ye ki a ka iwé ohun ni akatan. Ohun kan pataki ti 6 ye ki awa akékoo
ijinle Yoruba 6 mo ni pé ko si eni ti ko le so itan abalayé tabi ki 6 ranti itan ti
0 ti gbo ri; sugbon 0logbdn 16 1¢ fun itan ni itumo, oniladkaye 10 si 1¢ s itakun
t6 so agbé ti 6 si tin so elégédé irt itan bée. Ibéére to si ye ki a maa bi ara wa
ni, ki ni 1lo itan yii fun odé oni?’
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Bi a ba ye gbogbo itan Ogiin wo, a ko 1¢ sai ri gbogbo ¢da éniyan bi eni ti
6 kosé Oglin wayé nipa pé awa ¢da ni émi ati ipa ti 6 1& d4 ohun rere silé tabi
ti 6 1& ba ohun rere jé. Tibitire saa ni ¢éda n rin. Ogun 6lémi-nilé-féjé-we kan
naa ni Ogun égbé-1éhin-omo-orukan. Bé¢ naa ni awa ¢da ri.

Ayeéwo bi a ti fi Oglin han nint Litiréso Apiléko fi yéni gbangba pé iwa
lile ati ti itajésile Ogtn ni opolopo Onkowé tenu mo. Wolé Soyinka nikan ni
onkowé ti 6 soro nipa sise ¢da sayé ati iwa aant Ogan yato si iwa lile ré. Oun
ni 6 si fin Ogan ni itumo ti o toka si bi Oglin se wiild fun wa ni ode oni. Ira
¢yi si ni ohun ti 6 ye ki a maa se nipa awon itan abalayée wa.
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