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The Australian charaxine, Polyura sempronius (Fabricius), occurs in much
of eastern Australia. It was formerly considered a subspecies of P. pyrrhus
(Linnaeus). The photos show the transformation to the adult. Larvae were
reared in Cardwell (near Cairns and Townsville), on the eastern Queensland
coast. This Polyura in Australia is a generalist feeder on wattles (Acacia,
Leguminosae) and other legumes, and several other kinds of plants are often
utilized, such as camphor (Cinnamomum camphora, Lauraceae) and flame
tree (Brachychiton acerifolium, Sterculiaceae), according to Common and
Waterhouse (1972. Butterflies of Australia).
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This is one of a series of papers based on photographs donated to the Association for
Tropical Lepidoptera by D. Heidelberger.
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