STUDENTS' INSIGHT INTO THE LIBRARIES

SHELF DISCOVERY:

STUDENT AMBASSADOR INSIGHT

INTO THE SMATHERS LIBRARIES

ANNIKA

JOY CRUZ
COMPUTER
SCIENCE
CLASS OF
2025

In the next 100 years, | think the Libraries will be full
of literary work created by UF students of our time. |
believe there will be more advanced systems for finding
books easily (maybe like a vending machine!), as well as
way more technology to check out—maybe some Apple
Vision Pros! However, | do hope they still maintain the

classic library feel.

| most frequently do work at the Libraries. A|though
it’s nice to study alone, it’s also very helpful
when meeting up with classmates for a group
project, or when hopping on a Zoom call. I've been
at Marston for multiple overnight sessions to complete
projects last-minute (though | don’t plan on doing any

anymore). | also enjoy cycling through the Libraries when
| start getting sick of one of them.

Although Marston has the best location, I'm very fond
of LibWest, since it has plenty of nooks and crannies to
study in. It feels more like a traditional library compared
to Marston, though on weekends, Education Library is a
nice spot to visit.

The Libraries offer both success and comfort.

So many exam cram sessions, last-minute assignments,
and even hangouts occur at the Libraries. If | know | need
to focus on work, the first place | go to is Marston —and
it’ll be a place I'll miss when | graduate!
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In an increasingly digitized world, | believe the Libraries
will see greater integration of technology with
academics, offering an expanding range of digital tools.
More resources like computers, tablets, 3D printers,
cameras, and other advanced technologies will likely

become readily available in libraries.

| use the Libraries to keep myself productive
and get work done, but | also love taking
advantage of the borrowing services. The
Olympus camera at Library West is perfect for both
taking professional headshots and quick digital flicks to
remember precious moments.

My favorite is definitely the Marston Science Library.
Although it can get really packed at times since it’s the

most popular library on campus, | like the motivating
atmosphere of being surrounded by hardworking
students. My go-to study spot is the end seats at the
large tables.

| used to think of libraries simply as places to study,

but now that | work for them, | see them as incredible
resources filled with hidden gems. Over the past few
months in this position, | have discovered so many
services that | was not aware of before. For example, you
can borrow the most adorable crochet study buddies
from the Marston Services Desk. Many students
don’t know about unique offerings like this,

but they add so much value to the library
experience.
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| think libraries will be further automated than they
already are. | would hope that there are still physical
copies of media for use but | think a large majority of our

collections will be digitized.

| primarily use the Libraries as a study space
and 3rd place that isn’t work, school, or home
to get work done. | also use the chargers available for

checkout quite often when | forget my own.

My favorite branch is probably Lib West; | like sitting by
the windows bordering university and people watch when
| get distracted from my work.

To me, the Libraries are a great resource that exceeds
what | had initially thought they could provide. The
Libraries here go above and beyond to offer
recreational, academic, and research tools and
resources that | wish to utilize as much as | can
before | graduate.
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