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Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings (1896-1953) was 
a celebrated American author best known 
for her novels set in North Central Florida 

that featured colorful rural themes. Her most popular 
work, The Yearling, is a coming-of-age novel about a 
young country boy, Jody, who adopts an orphan fawn. 
The Yearling won the Pulitzer Prize for fiction in 1939 
and was later made into a motion picture.

Marjorie Kinnan Raw-
lings was born and 
grew up in Washing-
ton, D.C (figure 1). 
She was affectionately 
known as “Peach-
es,” nicknamed for 
her rosy cheeks and 
creamy complexion by 
her father. The future 
author graduated from 
the University of Wis-
consin with a degree in 
English in 1918 and 
soon after, married 
classmate Charles Rawlings. In 1928, the couple pur-
chased a 72-acre orange grove near Hawthorne, Fla., 
in the hamlet of Cross Creek. 

Fascinated with the remote wilderness and the lives 
of the local Florida Crackers and African Americans, 
Rawlings began to fill notebooks with their colorful 
stories. Rawlings’ first novel, South Moon Under, pub-
lished in 1933, captured the beauty and wildness of 
the ‘Big Scrub,’ now known as the Ocala National For-
est. During this time, Rawlings was divorced from her 
husband Charles, who did not share her love of the 
area and its people. That same year, Rawlings received 
the O’Henry Award for her short story “Gal Young 
‘Un.” 

Golden Apples, the author’s second Florida novel, was 
published in 1935. Under the tutelage of her longtime 
editor Maxwell Perkins of Scribners & Sons, Rawlings 
made her most significant literary contribution in 
1938 with The Yearling. The book was an international 
best-seller that would go on to be published in dozens 
of languages. Rawlings became a global celebrity. 

Figure 1

The Marjorie Kinnan 
Rawlings Collection is 
the flagship literary  
collection at the George 
A. Smathers Libraries.  
AS THE LIBRARIES CELEBRATE THEIR 
100TH ANNIVERSARY ON CAMPUS, IT IS 
FITTING THAT WE ALSO ACKNOWLEDGE 
THE LEGACY RAWLINGS LEFT TO THE  
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA. 

Rawlings typing outside at her Cross Creek property.

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, 1896-1953 - Standing on sand dunes at Crescent Beach in Saint Augustine overlooking the ocean. ufdc.ufl.edu/
uf00084707/00001. Original manuscript of The Yearling, 1939. ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00076709/00001/citation. Image of Rawlings signature from a book.

FLORENCE TURCOTTE /  
LITERARY MANUSCRIPTS ARCHIVIST 

M A R J O R I E  K I N N A N  R AW L I N G S  C O L L E C T I O N

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/uf00084707/00001
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/uf00084707/00001
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00076709/00001/citation
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Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Collection

In 1941, Rawlings met and married hotelier Norton Baskin, sub-
sequently dividing her time between her farm and their homes 
on Crescent Beach and St. Augustine.

Sued in 1943 by her former neighbor Zelma Cason for invasion 
of privacy regarding passages of Cross Creek, Rawlings vowed to 
never again write about Florida. To immerse herself in the setting 
for her final novel, The Sojourner, Rawlings bought an old farm-
house in Van Hornesville, NY, spending part of each year there 
until her death of a cerebral hemorrhage in 1953. 

Her gravestone in Antioch Cemetery reads, “Through her writ-
ing she endeared herself to the people of the world.” Rawlings be-
queathed most of her Cross Creek property to the University of 

Florida, where she taught creative writing. Her farm is now the 
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Historic State Park and a National 
Historic Landmark visited by thousands each year.  The interpre-
tive program there will transport you to a time when Rawlings 
lived and wrote there in the 1930s and 40s. 

As a pioneer environmentalist, an independent woman, and a 
courageous, Southern supporter of civil rights, Rawlings’ repu-
tation outlived that of many of her contemporaries. A posthu-
mously published children’s book, The Secret River, had an Afri-
can American girl protagonist and was a Newbery honor book in 
1956. Movies were eventually made of her short story Gal Young 
Un,’ as well as her semi-fictionalized memoir Cross Creek. 

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, 1896-1953 - Standing on sand dunes at Crescent Beach in Saint Augustine overlooking the ocean. ufdc.ufl.edu/
uf00084707/00001. Original manuscript of The Yearling, 1939. ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00076709/00001/citation. Image of Rawlings signature from a book.

SMATHERS LIBRARIES CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   •  1925 - 2025
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In Cross Creek, Rawlings wrote,  
“We at the Creek…need above all, 
I think, a certain remoteness from 
urban confusion, and while this 
can be found in other places, Cross 
Creek offers it with such beauty and 
grace that once entangled with it, 
no other place seems possible to 
us, just as when truly in love, none 
offers the comfort of the beloved.” 

The University of Florida George A. Smathers 
Libraries is a place where students and faculty work 
and imagine together. UF’s professional library staff 
help to transform information into knowledge for 
faculty, students, and scholars, creating tomorrow's 
reality from today’s dreams. Through support from 
individuals like you, the Libraries can continue to 
merge tradition and technology to bring knowledge to 
the UF communities and the world. 

acquisitions.uflib.ufl.edu

Each year, hundreds of scholarly researchers, creative writers, stu-
dents, and other devotees are drawn to explore Rawlings' writing, to 
be inspired by her legacy. The Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Society, 
headquartered at UF, continues her legacy by publishing a journal 
and hosting an annual meeting for scholars and aficionados of Raw-
lings’ work. 

In 1950, she dedicated a new wing 
of the library at the University of 
Florida, and established the Cre-
ative Writing Collection, with her 
manuscripts as the nucleus. Since 
then, the Libraries have continu-
ally acquired additional materials 
to enhance the core collection.

Major components of the Col-
lection include manuscripts and 
galleys of books including The 
Yearling, South Moon Under, The 
Sojourner, Golden Apples, and 
The Secret River. Other holdings 
include photos, personal effects, 
essays and essay fragments and 
notes, poetry, speeches, short stories, and short writings. Material 
relating to Rawlings’ rich literary career can also be found in the pa-
pers of Ellen Glasgow, Edith Pope, and Zora Neale Hurston, also at 
Smathers Library.

Over the years, the author established close friendships with fellow 
writers including Ernest Hemingway, Thomas Wolfe, F. Scott Fitz-
gerald, Robert Frost, Edith Pope, and Margaret Mitchell. Rawlings 
also befriended and corresponded with Mary McLeod Bethune and 
Zora Neale Hurston. The Libraries’ holdings include some of the 
letters between Hurston and Rawlings.

Rawlings’ correspondence reveals the wide range of professional and 
personal relationships that influenced her life and career. Letters be-

tween the author and her 
editor, Maxwell Perkins of 
Scribners, are especially rel-
evant to her writing, as are 
the letters to Baskin de-
scribing many aspects of  
her personal life. Most of 
the correspondence consists  
of hand-written or typed 
originals. 

At podium: Rawlings speaking 
at a dedication of a new wing of 
Smathers Library in 1950. 
 
Hunting with dog: Rawlings 
hunting on Cross Creek grounds 
with dog.

http://acquisitions.uflib.ufl.edu
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