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L I B R A R I E S  A R E  F O R  E V E R YO N E

With this evolution comes an import-
ant responsibility: ensuring access 
for all, regardless of location, back-

ground, or individual abilities. This aligns with 
Universal Design principles, where solutions 
designed for specific needs often benefit every-
one—like curb cuts originally made for wheel-
chairs that also assist parents with strollers and 
delivery drivers. By prioritizing accessibility in 
all aspects of their work, libraries can set a power-
ful example for academic institutions worldwide.

At the George A. Smathers Libraries, accessi-
bility is a core focus. The library website ad-
heres to Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 
(WCAG), ensuring compatibility with assistive 
technologies. Remote access removes barriers 
posed by geography or mobility challenges, 
enabling students and faculty to connect to 
resources via VPN from anywhere. Collabora-
tion with the UF Disability Resource Center 
strengthens these efforts, offering alternative 
formats, proxy borrowing, and extended loan 
periods to accommodate varied needs.

Supporting researchers is another key compo-
nent of this mission. Smathers Libraries pro-
mote Open Access (OA) publishing by provid-
ing funding models and offering discounts or 
waivers for article processing charges, helping 
research reach broader audiences. Through 
workshops and consultations, library staff guide 
researchers on copyright, publishing options, 
and intellectual property, fostering collabora-
tion and innovation across disciplines.

Physical spaces are just as vital. The Libraries provide study areas with adjust-
able tables, sensory-friendly zones, a Mindfulness Studio, lactation rooms, and 
a Wudu station, creating welcoming environments for all. Adaptive equipment 
and personalized support ensure that users can fully engage with library resourc-
es without barriers.

Innovation continues to drive progress in accessibility. For instance, the Arizona 
State University Image Description Generator has proven invaluable—not just 
for creating alt-text but also for transcribing cursive text in archival images. Tools 
like this highlight how accessibility initiatives can address broader challenges 
while advancing library services and benefiting diverse users.
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L I B R A R I E S  A R E 
F O R  E V E R YO N E

IN AN ERA OF RAPID TECHNOLOGICAL  
ADVANCEMENTS AND AI, LIBRARIES ARE  
TRANSFORMING FROM QUIET REPOSITORIES INTO 
VIBRANT HUBS OF LEARNING AND DISCOVERY. 

In November 2024, Judith C. Russell, 
Dean of the Libraries, signed the ABC 
Charter for Accessible Publishing to 
show the Libraries’ commitment to 
making LibraryPress@UF e-books 
accessible to all. ABC promotes the 
production of e-books and other digital 
publications in accessible formats 
such as braille, audio, or large print 
for persons who are blind, visually 
impaired, or otherwise print-disabled 
accessiblebooksconsortium.org
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Feedback from the community is a cor-
nerstone of these efforts. By listening 
to users and staying informed about 
emerging research, the Libraries contin-
ually adapt their services to meet evolv-
ing needs. Workshops and information 
sessions keep the academic community 
informed and ensure that users know 
how to access available resources.

Through this comprehensive approach 
—leveraging digital tools, thoughtfully 
designed spaces, personalized support, 
and a commitment to continuous im-
provement—the George A. Smathers 
Libraries ensure that all members of the 
UF community can fully participate in 
academic life. By breaking down barri-
ers, they redefine what it means to serve 
as a center for learning and discovery, 
demonstrating how accessibility fosters 
progress, creativity, and a thriving aca-
demic environment.

"Accessibility is  
an everyone issue,  
not a disability issue."
	 Caroline Casey, 
	 Founder/Director  
	 of the Valuable 500	
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