The city’s beginnings as a Spanish colony, both free and
enslaved Africans played key roles in Florida’s story.
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Stereographs—like this one by Underwood & Underwood in 1903—offer a glimpse of the faces of St. George Street over a century ago.
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“We all have a story,

The bell in the logo for “Resilience: Black Heritage
In St. Augustine” represents freedom and liberty,
themes interwoven into the city’s past and present.
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The collections in the Governor’s House Library
provide insight on the people behind the city’s historic
preservation efforts, such as that of George Washington (left) and Sam Row’s (right) craftsmanship in
reconstructing the Old Blacksmith Shop in 1967.
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As part of the project, Gover-

we all have collections,

and we all have a lot to bring to the table.”

Digging into the archives at Governor’s House Library, we
find stories that bring history to life, like that of Mrs. Lizzie
Murray and her turnovers at the Old Spanish Bakery in 1968.

Governor’s House Library’s photographic collection
captures many scenes of tourism on St. George
Street from the 1950s to the 1990s, including this
one in front of the Oldest Schoolhouse.
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and historical narratives change
over time. These initiatives,
taken on by individual libraries,
archives, and museums, work
together to tell the important
story of Black St. Augustinians
and their many contributions
to our city and culture over the
centuries.
Laura Marion, Collections
Coordinator at Governor’s House

Collaborating institutions

include: Accord Civil Rights Museum & Freedom Trail, Castillo
de San Marcos National Mon-

ument, Flagler College Proctor

Library, Flagler College Honors
Program, Florida Museum of
Natural History, Fort Mose

Historical Society, Lincolnville
Museum and Cultural Center,
St. Augustine Historical
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Society, St. Johns County Public
Library, System, Timucuan

Ecological & Historic Preserve,

University of North Florida Digital Humanities Institute, and

Ximenez-Fatio House Museum.
To learn more about “Resilience:
Black Heritage in St. Augustine,”
visit resilienceblackheritage-

instaugustine.wordpress.com
or follow along on Facebook at
resilienceblackheritage
staugustine.

Governor’s House Library is
managed jointly by UF Historic
St. Augustine, Inc., and the UF
George A. Smathers Libraries.
The library is open for researchers by
appointment Monday-Friday.
https://govhouse.uflib.ufl.edu/
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