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Other significant recordings in SASC’s audiovisual
inventory include hours of interviews with Coretta
Scott King from the Alden and Allene G. Hatch
Papers, interviews of Rosa Parks in the James S.
Haskins Papers, pioneering baseball announcer
Red Barber’s interviews with such baseball greats
as Casey Stengel and Willie Mays, and interviews
of Barber, who recounts the early years of sports
broadcasting. In addition, among SASC’s extensive
political collections, there are years of recordings
from Senator George A. Smathers’ radio and TV
broadcasts in which the senator interviewed prom-
inent political figures of the late 1950s and early
1960s, including John F. Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson,
J. Edgar Hoover, and Robert Kennedy, who talks
about the Senate’s investigation of Teamster

boss Jimmy Hoffa.

Edison grooved disc recording
for Senator George A. Smathers weekly TV program.

The senator used his television and radio programs to inform Floridians about Congressional
legislation and issues confronting Florida and the nation. He often interviewed politicians and
government officials. In this recording from August 24, 1964, a few weeks after the passage of the
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, which led to massive American military intervention in Vietnam,
Smathers interviews Senate Majority Leader Mike Mansfield. Senator Mansfield voted for the
passage of the resolution, but he later became an outspoken opponent of the war.

ufdc.ufl.edu/source

S@®URCE


http://www.ufdc.ufl.edu/source
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/source

Digitized items from various formats (left to right): one of fourteen cassette tapes (two others
are also displayed) of James Haskins interviews of Rosa Parks; a Gould-Moody “Black Seal”
recording blank containing a portion of J. Harold Matteson’s recordings of Seminole medicine
chants; a U-matic videocassette from the University of Florida Archives; an LP of a 1963
“Hootenanny” (folk singing gathering) at the Florida Union; a disc recording, “Florida

Folk Songs in Review,” played on the University’s WRUF radio station in the 1950s;

“Florida Favorites,” a set of four 78 rpm records of Orange and Blue classics as well as

old Florida songs; a proposed book cover from the James S. Haskins Papers for a Rosa

Parks autobiography aimed at the young adult audience; an Edison grooved disc

from the large collection of recordings from the Senator George A. Smathers TV

and radio programs in the George A. Smathers Papers.
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One of the central international
challenges faced by the United States
during Senator Smathers’ time in office
was the Cuban Revolution and its influ-
ence in Latin America and the Caribbean
during the 1960s. The audiovisual project
has contributed to the documentation
of this history by digitizing interviews of
Cuban revolutionary leaders, including
Fidel Castro, and Miami Herald reporter
Al Burt’s interviews of anti-Castro Cuban
exiles working to overthrow the Castro
regime. Other digitized items from the
region include film from the Panama
Canal Zone from SASC’s Panama Canal
Museum Collection. These recordings
range from a copy of a 1926 General
Electric documentary on the building

of the canal to home movies from
“Zonians,” residents of the Panama
Canal Zone.

Closer to home, the audiovisual proj-

ect has digitized a portion of the large
holdings of recordings in the University
Archives. Among these items are UF pro-
motional videos, audiovisual documenta-
tion of the work of the Institute of Food
and Agricultural Sciences, a Glee Club

record from 1941, a hootenanny LP of
student folksingers from the early 1960s,
and a series of Gator Growl sketches and
events from the 1990s. Additional Uni-
versity Archives material currently being
digitized includes legendary UF history
Professor Michael Gannon’s Conversation
television program, which was broadcast
on WUFT in the 1970s and 1980s in 133
episodes. Gannon interviewed UF faculty,
administrators, and coaches as well as
visiting speakers, including William F.

Buckley, Tom Wolfe, and John Houseman.

The collections outlined in this article
are a tiny segment of the almost 5,000
audiovisual assets in SASC collections.
Although the largest portion of the AV
items are videocassette—Betamayx,
U-Matic, and VHS—the collections
contain a wide variety of analog media.
Among these are transcription discs
from radio stations, 2 inch quad video-
tape, audiocassettes, LPs, and 8 mm and
16 mm film. In addition, many collections
contain substantial born digital items.
SACS’s audiovisual project is an ongoing
effort to bring the Smathers’ Libraries
“reel stuff” to light.
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