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FALL 2018 CENTER: Prominent suffragists from Pensacola, FL. The Pensacola

BELOW LEFT: Liberty votes for women. The Pensacola Journal,

The Florida and Puerto Rico Digital Newspaper
Project (FPRDNP) is a collaborative digitiza-
tion project representing Florida and Puerto
Rico’s contribution to

the National Digital
Newspaper Program.
The NDNP, a partner-

Journal, September 7, 1914.

September 7, 1914,

per state or U.S. territory to
digitize historical newspapers
each year since 2005. The George
A. Smathers Libraries partici-
pated in the initial 2005 grant l
cycle, adding Puerto Rico as a i

partner in 2013. The newspapers

Mrs. L. H. Piercs.

ship between the digitized as part of this project
President of the Civic l.eague, mem-
ber Board of Directors of the Y. W. C.

A, and an enthusiastic member of

National Endowment are available in the Library of

1982-2011 with the goal
of creating an inventory

and catalog of historic
newspaper material.

the Pensacola Equal Suffrage league.

for Humanities (NEH) Congress website, Chronicling

and the Library of America, as well as in the UF and

Congress, is an offshoot ~ UPR-RP digital collections.

of the United States From headlines to personal notices, advertise-
Newspaper Program ments to crime reports, few subjects go

(USNP), which ran from  unmentioned in these newspapers. However,

some voices are more prevalent than others. In
the early 20th century women began to regularly
write in newspapers, but their work was largely
confined to society pages. Many papers in the

Drawing from the bibliographic material collected collection feature regular society sections that

by the USNP, the NDNP has awarded one grant go by names like “In Women’s Realm,” “People

BELOW AND ACROSS FOLD: Fashionable 1913 evening gowns. The Pensacola journal, November 27, 1913.

autumn is ever the season of

weddings and of trousseaux and

costumes have an especial interest.
An exceedingly smart going-away suit
that has just been completed is made of
duvetyn in a beautiful shade of almond
green. It consists of a quite untrimmed
ekirt that is just a little draped at the
front with over it a tunic that is shorter
at the front and longer at the back but
which reaches only to the knees at its
longest point. This tunic shows plaits
sight at the front, in conformity with the
very newest idea, and again at each side
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le Ingraham.

Miss Isabel Ingraham.

Society editor Equal Suffraze Edi-|:

|

tion and member of the
Equal Suffrage league

and Events,” and
“Over the Coffee
Cups.” Beyond
simply reporting
important life
events such as
births, deaths,
and funerals,

- the columns also
. include reports of
illness, birthday

Fensacota | ;

. parties, out of town

visitors, and club
meetings. Women'’s pages also
feature advice and advertisements
for fashion, health, cooking, and
childcare. Because of this, society
sections allow insight into the
so-called “women’s sphere.”

As part of the project’s outreach
efforts, the FPRDNP team has
presented on women'’s pages in
Dr. Manoucheka Celeste’s Gender,

11

Race, Sex, and the Media course.
She believes historic newspa-

pers matter because they help sLow. Tor: Ad for summer

fashion. The Pensacola Journal,
June 15, 1916.

students understand our present
as well as the past, stating that

“in an era where the term ‘fake BELOW: Spring hat fashion. The

news’ is being normalized, it is Pensacola Journal, January 9, 1917.

especially important for students .
to connect to historical documents sttt etk b el |
such as those in this archive.
News has never been neutral,
and like all cultural produc-
tion, it is influenced by the time,
circumstances and ideologies.
Connecting the past and present
makes it more difficult to simply
dismiss news as fake, and encour-
ages us to ask critical questions
around what shapes news and
how that impacts or reflects
society.”

The increased political activity
of women in the early twentieth
century resulted in many

women living more public lives.

The suffrage movement, while

By BETTY BROWN.

Even on a rare day in June the
serge dress has its usefulness. Espe-
| cially suitable for the cool days that
so often overtake us in mids>—

black braid which is so popnl-
summer.
The brs** ~

s

prominently discussed on society

pages, was also reported on front

pages, and discussion of
it in our newspa-

pers demonstrates

the contentious nature
of the issue in the

years leading up to the
ratification of the 19th
Amendment. After its
passage and implemen-
tation, women'’s rights
continued to be front page

SOURCE: THE MAGAZINE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA GEORGE A. SMATHERS LIBRARIES
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news after previously allied
women’s groups disagreed over
the implications of the Equal
Rights Amendment proposed by
Alice Paul and Crystal Eastman
in 1921. During the Spring 2018
semester, the FPRDNP team
taught content related to the ERA

to students in Gender and Politics,

taught by Dr. Louise Newman.
Her opinion is that the presen-
tation “gave my students access
to dozens of sources relating to
the tortuous history of the Equal
Rights Amendment in Florida
and taught them how to
confidently search
through and use

a digital archive.”

We hope that these
students continue

to use Chronicling
America and other
archives, both digital
and physical.

In addition to
suffrage-specific groups,
women’s organizations
like the Florida Federation
of Women’s Clubs (FFWC)
put pressure on the legisla-
ture to pass laws to improve
funding for education, children’s
health, and environmental protec-
tions. May Mann Jennings, who is
referred to in our papers as Mrs.
W.S. Jennings, served as president
of the FFWC during the 1910s and

used her social connections in
Tallahassee and network of politi-
cized women to lobby the state to
purchase land in the Everglades
to create a state park. Achieving
the creation of the park became

a legislative priority for the
FFWC during the 1915 legislative
session, and they were ultimately
successful in earning custodian-
ship of Royal Palm State Park,
which today serves as the nucleus
of Everglades National Park.

The park was

dedicated
in November of 1916 to
much fanfare and the event was
covered extensively by the state
press. Newspapers in the early
twentieth century frequently
featured travel reports, often on
society pages, especially positive
ones that highlighted the virtues

Miss Ruth Law, holder. of the
‘American distance record through
her airplane flight from Chicago to
New York, is on her way to Europe,
where she will study airplanes used
by the allies. She expects to return
with new ideas for adoption in this
country.

ABOVE: Photograph of Ruth Law. The
Pensacola Journal, January 24, 1917.

ABOVE LEFT: Ruth Law performing

daring stunts. The Pensacola Journal,
February 11, 1921.




of Florida. Because of this, there are many stories

in our papers which either focus on or include
positive reviews of Royal Palm State Park.

During the Summer of 2017, the project team
worked with the Center for the Humanities in
the Public Sphere at the University of Florida to
present the history of Royal Palm State Park to
K-12 teachers at their interdisciplinary residen-
tial educator seminar Humanities and the
Sunshine State: Teaching Florida’s Climates.
Sophia Acord, Associate Director of the Center,
spoke to us about our inclusion in the program
saying, “Newspapers are an excellent way to
help students understand the ways in which we
experience major scientific and environmental
events in our everyday lives. We may not have
talked about climate change 50 years ago, but
people did talk about the weather and the ways in
which weather events affected them. So, looking
at articles in historic newspapers is a great way
to bring science to life and put it in its social

SOURCE: THE MAGAZINE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA GEORGE A. SMATHERS LIBRARIES 13

LEFT:

In Society column header.

The Lakeland Evening Telegram,
November 12, 1912.

context.” While many individuals only associate
historic newspapers with social and political
history or genealogical research, our hope is that
teachers and instructors working in the sciences
also see the value of using primary resources to
contextualize discoveries and innovation.
Newspaper digitization efforts are central to
the preservation of primary source documents,
but without outreach efforts via partnerships
with instructors, institutions, and the public,
digitized resources such as these remain
unknown to many. The Florida and Puerto Rico
Digital Newspapers Project’s goal is to introduce
new audiences to this newspaper collection and
inform them on how the content can be used.

To explore other topics featured in our papers
or learn more about our project, visit our blog at
www.ufndnp.wordpress.com.



