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ABSTRACT. A new species of Bulbophyllum in section Lepidorhiza from Indonesia is described based on 
a specimen sent to the Orchid Identification Center (OIC) for identification. The species has an unpublished 
name that is in horticultural use and is here validly published. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The American Orchid Society (ADS) has two 
awards given to species that require taxonomic 
verification: the Certificate of Botanical Recog­
nition (CBR) and Certificate of Horticultural 
Merit (CHM). A CBR is awarded to a rare and 
unusual species with educational interest that 
has received no previous awards. The CHM is 
awarded to a well-grown and well-flowered 
specimen of a species or natural hybrid with 
characteristics that contribute to the horticultural 
aspects of orchidology (American Orchid Soci­
ety 2002). The process of taxonomic verification 
can lead to the ex-Hort. discovery of unde­
scribed species. Such is the case with a plant 
imported from Sulawesi by Dave Hunt as "Bor­
neo #5." 

In, June 2006, Bill Thoms flowered the plant 
purchased from Hunt and it received a provi­
sional CBR award by ADS pending identifica­
tion. The flower was sent to Leslie Garay who 
determined that it was an undescribed species. 
The publication of the name has languished due 
to Garay's deteriorating health. A second spec­
imen of Bulbophyllum Thouars from the same 
plant was submitted to the Orchid Identification 
Center (OIC) in June 2008 for identification. 

The ADS CBR award description reads: "One 
flower, three buds and sequential tip on one in­
florescence produced basally on a plant with 
eight growths; pseudobulbs ovoid, red-purple, 3 
cm wide and 3.8 cm high; leaves pseudopetiol­
ate, 5.8 cm wide and 25 cm long; sepals and 
petals chartreuse overlaid mahogany-red dots 
suffused vertically coalescing into strips; petals 
reflexed completely parallel to ovary; lip hinged, 
deep red with tubercles along front; column 

chartreuse; anther cap yellow with central red 
line; substance heavy; texture waxy." 

TAXONOMIC TREATMENT 

Bulbophyllum paluense Garay ex W.E.Higgins 
sp. nov. TYPE: ex-Hort-June 2008, report­
edly imported from Sulawesi (Indonesia) by 
Dave Hunt, W. Thoms s.n. OIC No. 15,190 
(SEL) FIGURE 1. 

SECTION: Lepidorhiza. 

Planta epiphytica, rhizomate abbreviato; pseudo­
bulbis ovoideis; folio oblanceolatis; inflorescentia er­
ectis enlongata; flora sequens; sepalo dorsali lanceo­
latis; sepalis lateralibus lunatus; petalis lanceolatis re­
flex us; labello camoso, basin recurvo; columna erecta, 
bicornis. 

Plant epiphytic, caespitose. Pseudobulbs 
swollen ovoid, unifoliate, subtended by a scari­
ous sheath, 3 X 3.8 cm. Leaves oblanceolate, 
obtuse, coriaceous, with a prominent abaxial 
midrib, 25-25.7 X 5.8-6.4 cm. Inflorescence an 
erect raceme, axillary from the sheath at the 
pseudobulb base, 27-33 cm. Flowers sequen­
tially produced, resupinate, cream with brown­
red stripes, 8.8 X 1.7 cm. Sepals with brown­
red spots coalescing into longitudinal strips; dor­
sal sepal lanceolate, acuminate, 1.1 X 4.0 cm; 
lateral sepals lunate, acuminate, 0.9 X 4.2 cm. 
Petals lanceolate, acute, reflexed, held parallel 
to ovary, 0.7 X 2.0 cm. Lip deep red-brown, 
hinged at base, fleshy, with downward pointing 
tubercles, 0.4 X 1.5 cm. with a callus consisting 
of 2 central parallel ridges. Column stout with 
2 tooth-like apical, forward-pointing stelidia at 
either side of the anther, 4 X 8 mm. Anther cap 
rostrate, yellow with central red line. Pollinia 4 
in 2 pairs, hard, flattened, ovoid. 
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FIGURE 1. Bulbophyllum paluense Garay ex W.E.Higgins, based on W. Thoms s.n. (SEL) drawing by Stig 
Dalstrom. A. Habit. B. Flower. C. Column and labellum. D. Anther cap and pollinia. 
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Distribution. Reportedly from Sulawesi (In­
donesia). 

Additional specimens examined. OIC No. 
14,902, W. Thoms s.n. July 2006 (SEL); OlC 
No. 15,465, W. Thoms s.n. July 2008 (SEL). 

Etymology. Named for Palu, a city on the In­
donesian island of Sulawesi. This name is al­
ready in horticultural use for this species. 
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