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Students in the Department of Interior Design explore diverse
techniques for designing and fabricating custom furniture. This
particular project results in each student creating one table and
two containers. Small-scale models prepare students for digital
production of their plywood table prototype. The pair of containers
is then handcrafted in solid hardwood.







The design process begins with an introduction to rapid prototype
production provided by the faculty and staff at the FSU’s Facility
for Arts Research (FAR). Studentslearn the particular approaches
to, and limitations of, furniture production using Computerized
Numerical Control (CNC). Additionally, students gain hands-
on experience with the vital aspects of wood-working, including
tools, construction, and materials. With this combination of
theory and practice, students begin developing concepts for
functional tables and containers. Schematic designs include
multiple sketches in both miniature and full-scale.
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Exploration of the varied possibilities in proportion, scale,
aesthetic detail, and joinery design is conducted in AutoCAD
and/or Revit. These computer programs are then used to
generate the small-scale, laser-cut prototypes. These prototypes
provide students with realistic assessments of the advantages and
constraints of their specific design, which is progressively refined
through additional small-scale prototypes.

After review by both the Facility for Arts Research and the
Department of Interior Design, students begin full-scale
fabrication of the furniture designs. Over the course of three
weeks, final models are produced using domestic maple plywood
and a ShopBot CNC router table. The final and longest stage
of the design process takes place in the Department of Interior
Design woodshop where students hand-craft their paired
containers out of walnut, maple, ash, and/or cherry hardwoods.
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