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Table 1: Categories of play and descriptions of behavior
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Figure 2: “I:” Infance, “J:” Juvenile

Figure 1 - “J-J:” Juvenile, Juvenile Interaction, “J-I:” Juvenile, 
Infant Interaction; “M:” Mixed interactions consisting of 
both juveniles and infants; “II:” Infant, infant interactions
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Figure 3- N total= 94, Locomotor N= 21 ,Social N= 70, 
Object N= 3
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Conclusion

Play is an important part of 

development in mammals.30    

While play has many costs, it 

also provides both immediate 

and deferred bene ts to the lives 

of participants. Play provides 

necessary skills and establishes 

social bonds important in adult life. 

t also confers physical bene ts 

to the tness of maturin  animals 

ho en a e in it, such as increased 

leanness and resistance to cold. 

ollo in  the hypothesis 

that play in the immature sta es 

may be indicative of behaviors 

of si ni cance in the adult sta e, 

I set out to examine the relative 

rates of play in a population 

of white faced capuchins.

Capuchins are known for 

the dexterous and manipulative 

techniques  used in food acquisition, 

and it was reasonable to believe that 

Table 2- Adult Time Budget



this behavior would be acquired 

durin  immaturity, possibly 

throu h play.  I expected to see 

a hi h occurrence of ob ect play 

and anticipated a correlation with 

the activity bud et of adults in the 

same population, assumin  that the 

time spent in immature ob ect play 

would correspond to the time adults 

spend fora in  for dif cult to access 

food sources.  This was not the 

case. Immature capuchins en a ed 

in reater instances of social play 

than any other play behavior. b ect 

play was rare, observed in only three 

cases.   Despite the fact that social play 

consumed such a lar e percenta e 

of the play bud et, social behaviors 

occupied a very small percent of the 

adult time bud et.  It is worth notin  

that of the social behaviors observed 

in adults, over 0  were af liative.  

This implies stron  social bondin  

and may explain the importance of 

social play in the immature sta e.

 The sample size in this study 

was smaller than desired, and the 

short len th of the study precluded 

more in-depth analysis.  In the future 

a lon itudinal study of the life course 

of infants in a population may serve 

to elucidate the same questions 

with more depth, followin  more 

reliably the patterns of play in 

individuals and later expressions of 

analo ous behaviors in adulthood.  

Topics for future research may 

include whether social play in 

the uvenile sta e corresponds to 

social af liation in the adult sta e.
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