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North American Pterocheilus. III. Subgenus Megapterocheilus
(Hymenoptera, Eumenidae).

Richard M. Bohart

Department of Entomology
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<\bstraot' Megapterocheilus is an endemic North American subgenus ofPterocheilus. It contains 15 described species.
one ofthem. nevadae. new. P. nevadae occurs in desert areas ofNevada. Arizona. and New Mexico. Since the most recent key
to species is 55 years old. an up-to-date key is given. Four species names are newly placed insynonymy. peninsulnrislt. Bohart
- arizonicus R. Bohart. bimaculatus Provancher - biplagiatu8 Cresson. inyoensis R. Bohart - nigricaudu8 R. Bohart.
oregnnensi.' R Rohart = quinquela.!Ciatus Say
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After my reVISIon of PterochetZus and erechon
of MegapteTooheilu8 (Bohart, 1940), a number of
papers have been published which affect this sub-
genus through description ornew species or discov­
ery ofsynonymy These are Bohart (1948) (one new
species), Bohart (1950) (one new species), and Car·
penter (1987) (a secondary homonym and resulting
new name). Enough data have now accumulated to
make arevie"" ofthe subgenus desirable, including
a new key, one new species, revised synonymy, and
additional distribution records.

Megapterocheilus is now composed of 15 spe·
cIes, an found in North America as far south as
Michoacan, Mexico The subgenus contains the
largest speCIes of the 3 nearctIc subgenera, males
rarely less than 10 mm long, and female length
sometimes reaching 20 mm. Subgeneric distinc-
trons Were enumerated in Bohart (1940) and more
recently in Bohart (1989) Briefly, Microptero.
che-"Zus mandibles are slender and 4-toothed, the
male flagellum relatively simple and with 11 arti
des. Onchopterocheilus males have 11 flagellar
aIticles but the tmal two are r edueedtofOIm a small
hook, the female has stout and 5-toothed mandi,
bles, and the female clypeus is mostly polished.
M€gapterocheilus males have either a simple fia·
gellum WIth 10 artIcles (FIgS. 8,9) or 11 (FIgS. 2,10).
In the latter ease the final artiele may be small and
flattened (Figs. 10,14) or the last 2·3 articles may
form a terminal curve (Figs. 2,4). Male mandibles
have 3 to 4 teeth (Fig 28) or a fifth tooth may be
weakly mdicated. Females have the clypeus apical.
ly produced and truncate (Figs. 20,22) or apically
emarginate (Figs. 21,23), but punctate overall.
Female mandibles are stoutly 5-toothed (Fig. 19). A

slffiilarsubgenus (or genus) IS CephaLOch-"Zus, which
has the male flagellum apieally eoiled (last 4 fll'ti
cles at least). All other exotic species of Ptero-
cheilus or closely related genera known to me have
a similarcoil in the male This can dition occurs also
in typical Odynerus.

Museums in which holotypes are deposited are
listed below. In the synonymy they are identified
by the eity eoneerned in capitals. At one time or
another I have examined every holotype (or lecto-
type) except "Odynel us" btadleyi Cameron ( deeo­
rus Cresson)

Academy of Natural SCIences, PhiladelphIa.
British Museum of Natural History, London; Cali
forma Academy of Sciences, San Francisco; Cornell
University, Ithaca; La"v"al University ProvaneheJ:
Collection, Quebec; Musee d'Histoire Naturelle,
Geneva, University of California Bohart Museum,
Davis; IT S National Museum (Washington)

AbbreVIations used: F', flagellomere; MOD,
median ocellus diameter; PD, puneture diameter;
S, sternum; s.s, strict sense; T, tergum.

Key to Megapterocheilus R. Bohart

1. Abdomen with 7 sclerotized terga, males 2
~A.bdomen with 6 selel'otized terga. females 16

2. Flagellum with 10 articles (Figs. 1.8) 3
Flagellum with 11 articles. last one may be small

(F'IgS. 2.11) 6

3. Midfemur enlarged toward base. depressed on outer­
side toward apex, c1ypeus sernicircularly ernar-
gmate at apex {FIg. 26) 4
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Midfemur more simple, at most a little flattened
toward base. clypeal apex slightly concave or
truneate (Fig. 25) 5

4. Last antennal artiele pedieellate (Fig. 1), T II pune
tures restricted to posterior one-third .

pedicellatlls R Bohart
Last antennal article stout (as in Fig 8), T-I1 punc-

tures covermg posterlOr one-half ..
quinquefasciatus Say

5. Last antennal article nearly regular in profile (Fig. 9).
scutum and 'P-I with hair as long as 4-5 MOD
............................................. biplagiatus Cresson

Last antennal article inegular in profile (Fig. 8),
scutum and T I with inconspicuous or short
pubescence mirandus Cresson

6. Last antennal article (F.XI) small, flattened, ventral
length less than one half as long as dorsal
length of preceding one (Figs. 10,12) 7

Last antennal article (F-XI) with ventral length more
than one-half as long as dorsal length ofpreced­
ing one (Figs 5,6) II

7. 'f-II coarsely punctate throughout 8
- T·Il not coarsely punctate 9

8. Mesopleuron polished between rather large punc-
tures 'Which are mostly 2 PD apart .
........................................... chesteri J. Carpenter

Mesopleuron 'With small. close punctures, not pol-
ished texanus Cresson

9. T·Il with a depressed longitudinal spot about 6 MOD
inside spiraele (Fig. 24); mandible all or mostly
black . ... deGOTUS Cresson

'f-Il Without such a spot; mandible mostly white or
yellow 10

10 Clypeus rounded at base (Fig 27), markings red and
white nevadae R. Bohart

- Clypeus angled at base (Fig. 28). markings red and
yellow nigricaudus R. Bohart

11. Midfemur strongly distorted, either channeled or
depressed basad beneath, and outwardly api·
cad (Figs. 15.16) 12

Midfemur at most depressed basad 13

12. Midfemur strongly channeled outwardly (Fig. IS);
hindtibia greatly swollen distally (Fig. 18); me­
sopleuron, seutum. and T I with oonspieuous
long hair denticulatus (Saussure)

Midfemur with basad (ventral) and apicad (lateral)
depressions (Fig. 15); hindtibia not swollen
distally; mesopleuron, scutum, and T-I with
pubescence quite short crispocornis R. Bohart

13. T·n coarsely punctate overall, punctures on me·
sopleural red or yellow spot coarse and less
than a PD apart, elypeus angularly emarginate
at apex mexicanus Saussure

T II finely punetate, at least on basal one half, pune
tures on red or yellow spot of mesopleuron
various, clypeal apex various . .. 14

14. Last antennal artICle (F'·XI) comcal (Fig. 7), T-III-IV
finely punctate, c1ypeus truncate at apex, mid-
femur not appreCiably depressed toward base,
yellow spot on mesopleuron closely punctate ..
......................................... trichogaster R. Bohart

- Last antennal article (F·XI) flattened and curved
(Figs. 2,3), T-IlI and T-IV quite coarsely punc­
tate, clypeus various. midfemur depressed to-
ward base in outer aspect (Fig. 17), red or
yellow spot on mesopleuron with well separat
ed punctures 15

15. Clypeus angularly emarginate at apex (Fig. 29),
flattened or depressed area of midfemur ex
tending two-thirds its length (Fig. 17) ..

ariinnZCJl8 R Bohart
- Clypeus semicircularly emarginate at apex (Fig. 30),

flattened or depressed area of midfemur ex-
tending slightly more than one-half its length
................................................. linsleyi R. Bohart

16. Clypeal apex roundly, almost semichcularly emat-
ginate (Figs. 21.23) 17

Clypeal apex tI uncate (Figs. 19,20,22) or with shallow
angular emargination 19

17. T·Il punctation gradually dispersed forward from
spieal band quinque{aseiatu8 Say

TIl punctation limited to apieal band HI

18 T-Ill-IV and apex of T-I1 coarsely punctate
................................................. tJnslejll R. Bohart

T-III·IV and apex ofT-II finely punctate
......................................... ped~cellatus R. Bohart

19. 'f-I1 coarsely and closely punctate at middle ...... 20
'f-II at most finely punctate at middle 23

20. 'Hings slightly reddish in part; meso pleural punc·
tures 1-3 PD apart, polished between; T-I and
scutum 'With pubescence quite short, clypeus
truncate at apex chesteri J. Carpenter

'Nings dark, some·".·hat violaeeous; mesopleural punc
tures mostly less than 1 PD apart. other fea·
tures various 21

21 T I and scutum with erect pubescence 2 3 MOD long.
clypeus truncate at apex, T·Il with scarlike
snblateraI spot dentiClilatllB (Sanssnre)
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T-I and scutum with pubescence quite short, clypeal
apex various, T-I1 without distinct scarlike su-
blateral spot 22

Ptelocheilus al izonicus R. Bohar t
(Fig. 2,17,29)

22. Clypeus truncate at apex (Fig. 22), average body
length 10-12 mm texanus Cresson

Clypeus shallowly concave at apex (Fig. 20), average
body length 16 18 mm .... mexicanus Saussure

pterocbe;lllS ar;zon;cllS R Bobart 1940'174 Holotype
male, PIma Co., Anzona (San FranCIsco).

Pterocheiluspeninsularis R Bohart 1948'317 Holotype
male, Pescadero, Baja Cahforma Sur, MeXICO (San
Francisco). New synonym

Scutellum rather closely punctate, not polished 25

24 T-II apical band with small but distinct punctures,
T-III-VI wIth abundant yellowish markings ...

. . crispocornis R. Bohart
- T-II apical area with indistinct and lightly impressed

punctation, T-III-VI mostly or all black ..
....................................... nigricaudus R. Bohart

This is a handsome, large (15 mm long female),
red and yellow wasp. It belongs to the group with
coarsely punctate T III IV. A.s an index to its
abundance, my collection contains 10 males and 31
females, widespread in Arizona and New Mexico.
Exceptional locality records are Lajitas, Brewster
Co., Texas; and 17 mi n. Loreto, Baja California,
Mexico. Host plant genera recorded on pinned
specimens are flowers of Baileya, Verbesina, and

25. Scape mostly or all red, T-I1 extensively red ...... 26
Scape nearly always yellow with a black dorsal line or

Pal thenium. The holotype male ofP. peninsulal is
R. Bohart appears to be at most a slight color form.

sometimes all black, T-I1 black and yellow (or
whitish),but not extensively red 27 Ptel ocheilus biplagiatus Or esson

(Fig. 9)

26. T II apically and T III IV coarsely punctate, wings
dark and somewhat violaceous, pale body mark-
ings yellow ariZGnicus R. Bohart

- T-I1-IV weakly punctate, wing membrane nearly
clear, pale body markings whIte ... nevadae R.
Bohart

27 Genal area and T-I with abundant long erect hair

Pterochilus biplagiatus Cresson 1879:xix. Lectotype
female (desig. CressoIl 1916.104), Califomia (phil-
adelphia).

Odynel us bimaculatus Provancher in Huard 1895.157.
Lectotype female (desig. Gahan and Rohwer
1918.104), Los Angeles, California (Quebec). New
synonym.

....................................... tnchogaster R. Bohart
Genal area and T-I with iucouspiclIOlls pubescence

......................................................................... 28
This medium-sized. black and yellow species

(female about 11 mm long) has the male flagellum

(Fig. 12)

with III articles (Fig 9) and the free edge of the
female clypeus black. The species occurs mostly in

aceLa.san mex to 1 s a unance, t e() ar
Museum has 12 males and 16 females.

Pterocheilus chesteri J. Carpenter

diSCOvered when I saw the lectotype at Laval Uni­
versity, Quebec in 1978.

The synonymy of bimaculatus Provancher was

foothill and Sierran areas of California halo...; 5,000
feet. An exce~tionalrecord is Blue Mts.~Columbia
Co., se. 'vVas ington. It appears to b an early

;rm~rf~m and ~as be~n r~cor~ed on ~o;e~'1 o~

in front of apical yellow band ..
........................................... biplagiatus Cresson

.............................................. mirandus Cresson
- Smaller, less extensively pale species, usually 10-15

mm long, propodeal side with considerable black

29. Larger, more extensively yello';; species, female 1&
20 mm long, propodeal side nearly all yellow, S-

28. Clypeus with sides and apex narrowly rimmed in
black, 'f-I1 not roughened or punctate medially

II more than one half yellow ..

- Clypeus with sides sometimes black rimmed but apex
orange or brownish orange, T-Il somewhat

area, S-I1 one-half or less pale, markmgs yellow
(s s) or whitish (Rohwer's lell~otaen;ll~

Pterocheilus chesteri Carpenter 1987:79. New name for
Pterocheilus bradleyi R. Bohart Uthaca).

Pterocheilus bradleyi R. Bohart 1950:195. Holotype
male, Nogales, Santa Cruz Co., Arizona. Nee
Odynerus (?) bradleyi Cameron 1909:81, which
equals Ptelocheilus decO/us Cresson 1879.18.
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This medium-sized black and yellow (male) or
black and red speCIes (female length about 12 mm)
occurs rather V'lidely in desert areas of Arizona,
New Mexico, and Sonora, Mexico. An index to its
abundance are the 33 males and 26 females in the
Bohart Museum collection. I collected a series of
females which were attracted to a drying mud
puddle south of Rodeo, New Mexico

The synonymy above was furmshed by Carpen­
ter (1987).

Pterocheilus crispocornis R. Bohart
(Fig. 6,15)

Pterocheilus crispocornis R. Bohart 1940:178. Holotype
male, Inyo Mts., Inyo Co., Califomia (San Fran­
cisco).

This large and handsome, red, black, and yel-
low species (female length about 15 mm) occurs in
desert areas of Nevada, CalIfOrma and Anzona As
an index to abundance, the Bohart Museum has 42
males and 26 females. In Nevada it has been taken
in Clark Co. and Mineral Co.' in California in In 0

data of Tet

Pterocheilus decorus Cresson
(Fig. 11,24)

Pterochilus decorus Cresson 1897:xviii. Holotype fe­
male, Nevada (philadelphia).

Pterochilus zonatus Cresson 1879:xvii. Holotype male
(aberrant), Nevada (philadelphia).

Odynerus (Pachodynerus) cosmiogaster Cameron
1903.123. Holotype male, Ormsby Co., Nevada (San
Francisco?).

Odynerus (?) bradleyi Cameron 1909:81. Holotype fe
male, Durango, Colorado (London).

Ptereekilus leueotaenius Rohwer 1911:554. HolotypEl
female, Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada CWashington).

Pterocheilus decorus is a moderate-sized black
and yellow or black and white species (female

ern Arizona, Nevada, and California to Oregon,
Idaho, Otah, Wyoming, and sO'lthernAlberta, Can-
ada. An exceptional locality record is San Pedro
Marti! Mts. Baja California, Mexico. The yellow
marked forms seem to occur often in the same
localities as the white-marked ones (leucotaenius

Rohwer), obviating the use ofsubspecies. Ihaveseen
an unusually marked male from Pinedale, Sublette
Co., Wyommg, and another from Jacob Lake, Coconi­
no Co., Arizona. These have red spots on T-! and T-
II. The relative abundance ofthe species is indicated
by the number of specimens in the Bohart Museum
collection: 49 males and 32 females (17 males, 10
females white-marked). Flowering hostplant genera
taken from pinned specimens are Peutstewou, Eri-
odyctwn, and 1hjohum. The synonymy ot Odynerus
bradleyi \vas made by Carpenter (1987).

Pterocheilus dfmticulatus (Saussure)
(Fig. 5,16,18)

Leptochilus denticulatus Saussure 1855:373. Holotype
male, Coscomotepee, Vera Cruz, Mexico (Geneva).

Pterochilus lewisii Cresson 1868:382. Holotype female,
Nev; Mexico (philadelphia).

Pterochilus aztecus Saussure 1871: 141. Holotype fe-
male, Cordoba, Vera Cruz, Mexico (Geneva).

The peculiar channeled midfemur of the male
P. denticulatus (Fig. 16) is distinctive. Coloration
is black, yellow, and deep red, the female head and

acteristically black and reddish near the apex. The
species occurs in Mexican states 01era Cruz, Zacate­
cas, Nayarit, and Durango), but also in Arizona
counties (Pima, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Cochise,
and Yavapai) Two other southwestern localities
are Luna Co., New Mexico; and 11 mi e. Van Horn,
Culberson Co., Texas.

The species may be abundant at times. The
Bohart Museum has 23 males and 13 females.

Pterocheilus linsleyi R. Bohart
(Fig. 3,30)

Pterocheilus linsleyi R. Bohart 1940: 176. Holotvoe
male, Alpine, Brewster Co., Texas (San Francisco).

This is one of the larger species of Pterocheilus
(female length about 15 mm). Both sexes have the
clypeus apically notched (male, Fig. 30) or semicir-
cularly excavated (female, as in Fig. 23). The
punctate abdominal band ofT-II is apically restrict

in P. arizonicus but the unctures are less
coarse. s In . arizonicus an . mexicanus,

~;:~i;~l ~ie~~\teS~g::?e~o~~ie5U::::a~;ir~I:=
Bohart Museum collection are from Texas (Kerr
ville, Concan, Cotulla, Sabinal, Alpine). The only
flowering host plant OIl specimen labels is Vel besina
eucelioides
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Pte1 ocheillts mexicalllts SaUSSUI e
(Fig. 4,20) Male holotype: Length 11 mm Black, light

PterocbilllS mexicanllS Sanssnre 1870·141 Holotype

female, "MeXICO" (Geneva).

ThIS IS a relatively large speCIes (female length
about 17 mm). Markings are predominantly dark
red, but abdominal banding is deep yellow. Mexi-
can records are 15 mi ne. GuadalajaIa (Jalisco), 25
mi se Tepic (Nayarit), Cotija (Michoacan), and San
Bernardo (Sonora). The speCIes ranges north mto
Arizona: 12 mi e. Nogales (Santa Clara Co.), Mad
era Canyon and Peiia Blanca (Santa Cruz Co.), and
Yaqui Canyon and Texas Canyon (Cochise Co.).
Flower records on pinned specimens are Heteroth-
eca grandiflora and Acacia angustissima. Limited
collecting in Mexico may be responsible for the few
specimens in the Bohart Museum collectIOn: 9
males, 2 females.

red and whItlsh; red are: pedICel and basal 8.5
flagellomeres, legs mostly, wing veins basally, lat
eral propodeal spot, basolateral spots on T-I and T­
Il, S-I and S-Il lalgely, whitish ale. mandible,
clypeus, spot above, lower orbital streak. scape in
front, postocular spot, pronotum broadly in front,
tegllla, post-tegllla, sClltellar spots, metanotum,
posterIOr propodeal spots, mesopleural spot, legs
partly, especially in femorotibial area, strong pos
terior bands on T-l to T-VI and S-Il to S-V. Pubes­
cence silVelY applessed on clypeus, pale and 2-3
MOD long on frons, inconspicuous elsewhere Punc-
tures of frons, pronotum, mesonotum, mesopleu­
ron, relatively coarse, separated by 1-2 PD; punc
tures on abdominal pale bands fine, 3-5 PD apart.
Mandible tIidentate, F-X a little smaHel than F-IX,
F-XI tiny, clypeus apically truncate (facial fea­
tures, Figs. 14,27) midfemur slightly flattened to-

Pterockeilusmirandus Cresson
(Fig. 8,25)

ward base, T-Il without any unllsual depressed
spots.

Female: Length 12 mm. About as described

red.
Holotype male (Davis), Searchlight, Clark,

Co., Nevada, IV-19-86 (R. M Bohart). Paratypes,
male (Da"is), 10 mi se. Sutcliffe, 'vVashoe Co.,
Nevada, on Cleome lutea VI-5-60 (F. D. Parker);
female (Davis), Tucson, Pima Co , Arizona, IV-15-

apex, shape as in Fig. 19; labial palpus and legs all

for male except: mandible and antenna red, former
5-toothed, lattel dalkened above; clypeus led atfemale (desig. Clesson 1916.105), Ne"ada (ph~­

delphia).

Pterochilus mirandus Cresson 1879:xvix. Lectotrrae

Odynerus robustus Provancher in Huard 1895:157. Lec­
totype male (desig. Cahan and Rohwer 1918:104),

type (here designated), Claremont, California (San
Francisco or London?)

Los Angeles, California (Quebec). New synonym.
Pterochilus luteicollis Cameron 1909:84. Female lecto

This huge, black and yellow species (female
length usually about 18 mm) has the clypeus nearly

33 (Bryant); female (Washington), Portale~,

Roosevelt Co., New MeXICO, V-17-61.
Discussion. Localities of the type series indi

ma e c ypeus nearly orizonta a ove Ig. , an
the female pl'opodeum almost entirely yellow later
ally.

The species Ianges blOadly in CalifOlnia flom
Sa~ Di~go ~ou~ty to ~skiYOU County, at low ~o

According to pinned specimens, ad ts were co ect­
ed at flowels of species of Pentstemon, Solidago,
Salvia, Tetradymia, Phacelia, and Trichostoma.
The Bohart Museum collection contains 65 males
and 26 females

cate a fairly broad distribution in southwestern
United States, including Nevada, Arizona, and
New Mexico. As shown in the key, characteristics
of this medmm-sIzed speCIes are the red and white
markings, finely punctate abdominal bands, api
cally truncate clypeus (Figs. 19,27), and mostly red
flagellum, on which male F-XI is tiny (Fig. 14).

The species name is a dedication to the state of
Nevada

Pter ocheilas nigr icaadas R. Bohal t
(Fig 13,28)

Pterocheillls nigricalldlls R Bohart 1940·181 Holotype

Pterocheilus nevadae R. Bohart, new
female, Owens Valley, lnyo Co., Cahforma (San F'ran­
cisco)

speCIes
(Fig 14,19,27)

Pterochedus myoens~sR. Bohart 1940:186. Holotype male,
Lone Pine, lnyo Co., California (San Francisco) New
synonym.



222 Vol. 10, Nos. 1-4, March-December, 1996, INSECTA MUNDI

This medium-sized species (female length about
13 mm) has a dIstmctlvely marked red and black
female, the last 4 segments of the abdomen all
black. The black and yellow male was originally
named inyoensis, and it was not until I collected a
series of both sexes on the flowers of Tetradymia in
Mineral County, Nevada that the association was
made The range includes desert areas of Califor-
rna from San DIego and San Bernardmo counties to
Iayo County. The above mentioned Nevada series
was taken 15 mi sw. Mina. Two records from Yuma
Co., Arizona are Ligurta and 6 mi se. ParkeI.
Tetradymia and Encelia are host plants listed on
pmned speCImens. An mdex to the abundance of
the species is given by the 9 males and 49 females
in the Bohart Museum collection. However, most of
these came fIom the single collection. 15 mi sw.
Mina, Mineral Co., Nevada.

Pterocheilus pedicellatus R. Bohart
(Fig. 1,21,26)

Pteroche~lusped~cellatusR. Bohart 1940:188. Holotype
male, 25 mi e Sonoita, Cochise Co, Arizona (San
FranCISCO).

This large, black, and yellow species (female
length about 20 mm) hilS the male flagellum diag
nostic (Fig. 1) and female punctation distinctive
(see key). Although none of the laIge Ptelocheilus
can be considered abundant, Dedicellatus has been
collected over a broad range from Durango, MeXICO,
north thro1lgh California to sOllthern 11regon, east
through Idaho and Utah, south to western Colo-
rado, New Mexico, and west Texas, and west to
Arizona and Nevada.

The Bohart Museum collection contains 55
%ales ~nd 37female~f~omab?ut4~local!ties Host

Asclepias galioides and Bigelovia.

Pterocheilll sqll inqllefasciatll sSay
(Fig. 23)

Pterochilus quinquefasciatus Say 1824:347. Syntypes,
male, female, "North-west Territory and Missouri".
Type material lost.

Pterocheilus oregonensis R. Bohart 1940:182. Holotype
female, Lakeview, Lake Co., Oregon (San Fran
cisco). New synonym.

As far as known, this widespread and medium
laIge species (female length 13-16 mm) occms west

of the Mississippi RiveI fwm MissouIi and Texas,
north to Minnesota, west through the Plains States
and Rocky Mountams, north mto southern Cana­
da. Thomas Say recorded it from Northwest Terri
tories. My most western localities are eastern
OIegon, eastern Vlashington, and southeastern
British Columbia. In fact the only western states in
which it may not occur are Arizona, Nevada and
California Over its whole range it has been found
only at low and medIUm elevatIOns. The generally
modest abundance is indicated by the fact that the
Bohart Museum has 45 males and 37 females.

I have Ie-examined the holotype ofPteI ocheilus
oregonensis and find it to be a small P quinquefas-
cwtus female.

Pterocheilus texanus Cresson
(Fig ]0,22)

Pterochilus texanus Cresson 1872:244. Holotype m
male, Texas (philadelphia).

This medium-sized species (female length about
12 mm) OCCUIS in southeasteIn U.S. east of the
lOOth meridian it is an uncommon wasp as indicat-
ed by the 7 males and 5 females m the Bohart
Museum collection Records inchIde Texas (Lee
Co.), Arkansas (Ashley Co.), North Carolina (Moore
Co.) and Florida (Alachua Co.).

PterocheUus trichogaster R. Bohart
(Fig. 7)

Pterocheilas trichogaster R. Bohart 1940.183. Holotype
male, Mt. Diablo, Contra Costa Co., California (San
FIancisco).

The abundant dark pubescence and the all
black, conical F -XI of the male (Fig. 7) distinguish
trichogast€r. It is medi'l1m-sized (temale length 11-
14 mm) and the range extends in California from
San Diego Co. to Siskiyou Co., including all of the
aIea on the western slope ofthe Siena. Exceptional
localities are Klamath Co., Oregon; and Mineral Co.,
Nevada Also, it is common on Santa Cruz Island,
SantaBarbara Co. The relative abundance in Califor-
nia is indicated by the 216 males and 178 females m
the BohartMuseum collection.

The association with an interesting sapygid
parasite, Fedtschenkia anthracina (Ashmead), was
reported by Bohart and Schuster (1972).
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Figures 1-30. Figs. 1-14, ternunSI 4 mSIe fiagellomeres. mner Vlew. FIgs. 15-17, mSIe nndfemur, outer Vlew, (depressed areas
enclosed by dashes). Fig. 18, male hindtibia, outer view. Fig. 19, facial view offemale. Figs. 20·23. female clypeus. Fig. 24. male T·
II. Figs. 25-30, male clypeus (Fig. 28 with mandible).




