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Abstract: Distributional data for the fourteen species of Gerridae known to occur in Argentina are given: Eurygerris
fuscinervis (herein first recorded from San Juan and San Luis Provinces), Limnogonus (Limnogonus) aduncus (herem first
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recorded from Formosa Prov.), L. (L.) ignotus, L. (L.) pro{ugus, L. (Neogerris) lubricus (herein first recorded from COrdoba
Prov.), Broehymetra albinerl}a albinerl}a (herein first recorded from SaltaProv.), Rheumatobates (Rheumatobates) bonariensis,
R. (R.)crass!femur crass!femur (herem first recorded from Santa F'e Provo), Hatobatops!s ptatens IS, H. spmwentns (herem first
recorded from Entre Rios Prov.), Metrobates plaumanni plaumanni, M. vigilis, Ovatametragualeguay (herein first recorded
from Buenos Aires Prov.), and Trepobates taylori (herein first recorded from Jujuy Prov.). In addition distributional maps are
provided. The species characteristic for each main geographic area of Argentina are: E. fuseinen'is and T. taylori for the
Northwestern mountamous area; L. !gnotus, L. tubncus, andR. crass!/emurfor the Chacoan plam; L. !gnotus andH.ptatens!s
for the Bonarian plain; L. ignotus. R. bonariensis, H. platensis and O. gualeguay for the Mesopotamian plain. E. fuscinervis
and P. taylori are reshieted t6 mountain rhers and rivulets, .. hereas the remaining species seem t6 be genuine inhabitants
ofeither rivulets in forested hilly areas (L. aduncus, L. profugus, B. albinerva, H. spiniventris, M. plaumanni and M. vigilis),
or nvers. nvulets and ponds m plams fL. ignotus L. lubricus R. bonariensis R. crassuemur, H Dlatensis and 0 gualeguayl
L. ignotus is a pioneer species in lowlands, readily colonizing new pools. Excepting L. aduncus, L. profugus, and O. gualeguay
..hieh are rare, the remaining species are cammon in Argentina (no enough data are available far B. albinerlJa, At. plaumanni,
and M. vigilis). Gregariousness is high in E. fuscinervis, R. bonariensis, R. crassifemur, and H. platensis, and probably also in
B. albmerva. The other species mentwned seem not to be gregarious, but O. gualeguay appears sometimes m the dense
aggregations ofH. platensis, suggesting some gregarious tendency.

IntroductIon
Only very scanty distributional data of South

American Gerridae are available, and none about
habitat preferences, commonness, and gregarious­
ness. Records ofsome argentine species were stated
by Penmngton (1920-1921), Bachmann (1962a,
1962b, 1963), Crespo (1984), Mazzucconi and Bach-
mann (1995); Bachmann (1966) presented the range
of distribution for all the species known from Ar
gentina.

Distributional information for all the Gerridae
known to occur in Argentina is updated The range
of dIstributIOn of some speCIes IS extended to prov­
inces not previously recorded.

Information on the preferential habitats, the
degree of commonness in the area, and the degree
of gregariousness for all species are here included
for the first tIme.

Materials and Methods
The material examined belongs to the Museo

Argentino de Ciencias Naturales "Bernardino Ri­
vadavia", Buenos Aires (MACN), the Laboratorio

de Entomologia ofthe Facultad de Ciencias Exactas
y Naturales, TIniversidad de Buenos Aires, the
Museo de Clenclas NaturaIes, La Plata (MLP), and
the Instituto Miguel Lillo, Tucuman (1Mb)..

The distributional information is given in lists of
localities arranged by provinces, in a table ofoccur­
rences by provinces (table]), and in maps (figs]-
4). Data were taken from the labels and the htera­
ture.

Data of commonness and gregariousness came
mostly fr om author 5' field observations.

Results
Numerous new records are herein included

EIght of the fourteen speCIes known to occur m
Argentina have been found in Provinees not previ
ously recorded, viz., Eurygerris {uscinervis for San
Juan and San Luis, Lirnnogonus uduncus for For-
mosa, L lubricus for Cordoba, Brachymetra albi-
nerva for Salta, Rheumatobates crassqemur for
Santa Fe, Halobatopsis spiniventris for Entre Rios,
Ovatametra gualeguay for Buenos Aires, and Tre­
pobates taylori for Jujuy.
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The following recOIds fOI EUlygell is fuscinel vis
are probably erroneous (mislabellings), and they
were not mc1uded m the correspondmg hst and
map: Buenos Aires, Corrientes and Misiones (spec-
imens deposited in MACN), Santa Fe and Chaco
(specimens deposited in 1Mb) and Santiago del
Estero (Pennington, 1920-1921). Most ofthese spec-
imens are apterous, so they could not have reached
those localities on flight or hy wind

Aquanus chdensLs, from central Chile, has not
been recorded from Argentina, and it is very un
likely that it will ever be found here. Trepobatoides
boliviensis fr om Bolivia, and Tachygell is adamso-
ni and T quadrilineatus from Brasil, may eventu-
ally be found m northern Argentma.

Gerrinae sensu Bianchi 1896

Gerrini sensu Matsuda 1960

Eurygerris fuscine, vis (Berg 1898)

Distribution. Northwestern, western, and elm­

tral provinces, from the boundary with Bolivia
southward to San Juan, central Cordoba and cen­
tral San Luis Provinces, in mountains and hills
northward to Venezuela.

Localities recorded (fig. n. Catamarca: Acon-
quija. Barranca Larga. Concepcion. EI Alamito. EI

m). Cordoba: ~A.Lchala, rio San f.Lntonio. Agua de
Oro. Alta Gracia. Alto de San Pedro. Athos Pampa.
Capilla del Monte, rio Calabalumba. Copina. Cr uz
Chiea Huerta Grande La Cumbre La Falda La
PoblacIOn. Los BurrItos. Los Cocos. Mma Clavero.
Parque Provincial Chancani. Rio Pintos. Valle Her-
moso. Villa El Sauce. Yacanto. Jujuy: Arroyo Las
Lanzas, ruta 9. Palmas San Pedro. Parque Naeio­
nal Calilegua: Aguada del Tigre; arroyo El Negrito;
Mesada de la Colmena (700 m). Reyes. Tiraxi. Yala.
La Rioja· Embalse Los Sauces Las Placetas Los
TaIas. Salta: Aguaray. Chicoana. EI Piquete. El
Tala, ruta 9. Luna Muerta. Mebin. Pampa Grande.
Pargue Nacional Baritu. Pargue Nacional El Rey.
Pilotas. Podtos. Quebrada de Escoipe. Quebrada de
la Canaleta Quebrada del rio Blanco Rio Castaiias
RIO QUIstO. RosarIO de la Frontera. Salta, cerro San
Lorenzo. San Lorenzo. Santa Victoria Este Tacuil
(2700 m). Tartagal. San Juan: Aguas Negras.
Valle Fer til. San Luis. EI Volcano Embalse La

Huer tita. Lujan, rio Lujan. Merlo. Naschel. PotreIO
de los Funes Rio Grande. Villa del Carmen. Tu-
cuman: AconqUlJa. Amalcha del Valle. Cerro San
Javier. Horco Molle. Naranjal. Quebrada de los
Sosas. Quebrada del rio Blanco. Raco. Rio Las
Tacanas. Rio Pueblo Viejo (1000 m). Rodeo Grande.
San Javier, quebrada Cainzo. San Pedro de Cola-
lao, rio Ceibalito. Tacanas, rio Ceibalito. Taft del
VaJJe Tafi Viejo ViJJa Nougups

Biologieal features. Inhabiting mountain rivers
and rivulets, mainly at the margins, from 700 up to
2700 m above sea Ie vel. Aver y common, gregar io us
species; in most series apterous specimens are
dommant over macropterous ones (micropterous
specimens are rare).

Limnogonus (Limnogonus) aduncus
Drake and Harris 1933

Trinidad.

Localities recorded (fig. 3). Formosa: Palo San­
to. MislOnes: Parque NacIOnalIguazu. Salta: Oran.
Salta Forestal, Salta Sector II, 50 km E of Las
Lajitas. TartagaL UrundeI. Valle de Acambuco.

Biological features. Inhabiting borders of rivu­
lets in forested hilly areas (but Palo Santo lies in a
dry, shrub and savannah dominated area in the
Chacoan plam). An uncommon speCIes; probably
not gregarious (only very fe'l" specimens were col
lected each time).

Limnogonus (Limnogonus) ignotus
Drake and Harris 1934

Distribution. About the northern third of Al'gen­
tina, but not in mountaineous areas; soutlrNard to
Buenos Aires. Northward to Guiana.

Localities recorded (fig. 2). Buenos Aires: Bue-
nos Aires (CIty). Chascomus. Flores. La Plata, ar­
royo EI Gato. Pereyra, arroyo Pereyra. SaIto. Cha
co: Arroyo Ortega. Barranqueras. Pampa del Infi­
er no. Resistencia. Car doba. Corr ientes. Enb e Rios.
Lazo. Formosa: Arroyo He-He Chico. Arroyo He­
He Grande Clorinda Lorna Ga Parque Nacional
Pilcomayo, laguna Blanca. Misiones: Arroyo
Ramon, ruta 14, North of Obera. Barra Bomta.
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Bernardo de higoyen. Loreto. Pindapoy. Posadas.
Puerto Esperanza Puerto LQnderQ. RiQ AltQ Uru-
gum. RIO Druzu. San Javier. Santa Maria. Salta:
Capiazuti. Pocitos. Santa Victoria Este Tartagal
Santa Fe. SantiagQ del EsterQ: riQ SaladQ. Tu-
cuman.

Biological features.Inhabiting temporary or semi­
permanent ponds and pools, and ditches, including
very small ones (lIke fQQtprmts Qf hQrses), and
artificial ones (like s\vimming pools and livestock
drinking-trQughs), mainly in plains. A fairly CQm­
mon pioneer species, readily colonizing new rain-
fed ditches (the apterous mQrph is extremely rare);
nQt gregarIQUs.

Limnogonus (Limnogonus) profugus
Drake and Har r is 1930

Distribution. Only knQwn from Misiones Prov-
ince Northward to Venezuela, and Brasil (Para)

Localities recorded. Misiones: Pindapoy. Santa
Maria.

Biological features. Inhabiting rivulets in dense-
ly fQrested hiny areas. A rare, probably not gregar­
ious species.

T;imnogonllS (Neogerris) luhricus
White 1879

Distribution. Chacoan provinces, from the bound
ary with Paraguay sQuthward tQ nQrthern Cordoba
Province and probably northern Santa Fe Prov­
ince; this species extends beYQnd the limits Qf the
ChacQan bIOgeographic provmce as far as the hilly
areas of Salta Provincs, a:tMiSionss Provincs

Localities recorded (fig. 4).C6rdoba: Pargue
Provincial Chaneani. Formosa. Ingeniero Jaatez.

~i~;:~~:;~~!;~:;;o~:~tO;::;st~~~~~~::n~~;
Breal. Valle de ~\cambuco.

Biological features. Inhabiting semipermanent
pQnds in plains and IQW hilly areas. Fairly CQmmon
m the Chacoan prQvinces; nQt distinctly gregari­
ous Both the apterons and the macropter01!s mor-
phs are commQn.

Charmatometr ini Matsuda 1960

Brachymetra albinerva albinerva
(Amyot and Serville 1843)

Distribution. Northwestern and northeastern cor
ners Qf Argentina. NQrthward tQ Trinidad, the
Antilles and Guiana.

LocalIties recorded. Mlslones: PmdapQY. Santa
Maria. Salta.

Biological features. No data were recorded for
the material examined; prQbably inhabiting bQr-
ders of rivulets m fQrested tQ densely forested hilly
areas Probably gregarious, as there are large se-
ries ofthe dominant apterQus mQrph (therefore nQt
collected at light traps) obtained in Misiones Prov
ince.

Rhagadotarsinae Lundblad ] 933

Rheumat9bates (Rheumat9bates)
bonariensis (Berg 1898)

Distribution. NQrtheastern provinces, frQm the
bQundarIes with Brasil and Paraguay southward tQ
Buenos Aires Northward to Perl. and southern
BraSIl.

Localities recorded (fig. 3). Buenos Aires: Bue­
nos Aires (city). Dock Sud. Delta of Parana River.

aranalver, arrQYQa mez.arque NacIOna
EI Palmar. Rio Nogoya. Victoria. Misiones: Cam
po TarantQ. Rio Uruguai. Santa Fe.

Biological features. Inhabiting bQrders Qf slow
flowing rivers in plains A common species (locally
very common, e g delta of the Parana River); gre-
garIous, formmg dense aggregatIOns. Boththe apter­
ous and the maeropterous morphs are common.

Rheamatobates (Rheamatobates)
crassifemur crassifemur Esaki 1926

Distribution. Chacoan provinces, from the hound-
aries with Paraguay and BQlivia sQuthward tQ
southern Santa Fe; eastward to southern Misiones.
NQrthward to Bolivia and sQuthern Brasil.

Localities recorded (fig. 3).Chaco: Castelli. EI
PmtadQ. FQntana. Corrlentes. Formosa: Arroyo
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He-He Grande. Ingeniero Juarez. Misiones. Posa­
das Salta: Buen Lugar, 40 km E of Las Lajitas
Santa VIctOria Este. Tartagal. Santa Fe: Arocena.

Biological features. Inhabiting semipermanent
ponds in shl ubby and open for ested al eas in plains.
The species is fairly common, and forms small loose
aggregations. Both the apterous and the macropter­
ous morpbs are common

Trepobatinae Matsuda 1960

Halobatopsis platensis (Berg 1879)

Distribution. Parana and Uruguay fluvial sys­
tem, southward to Buenos Aires, and Bonarian
(eolian) plains in the provinces Santa Fe, Cordoba
and Buenos Aires, sout.hward to almost Sierra de la
Ventana. Northward to northern Brasil.

Localities recorded (fig. 4). Buenos Aires:
Atucha, riacho Baradero. Baradero. Buenos Aires
(city) Chacaouco Coronel Suarez Delta of the
Parana River. San Nicolas, arroyo Ramallo. Cor­
doba: Rio Carcaraiia. Corrientes. Entre Rios:
Arroyo del Cleo Colonia San Jose. Parque Nacional
El Palmar. Rincon de Nogoya, rio Nogoya. Victoria.
Misiones. Bernardo de Irigoyen. Rio Pirai Guaz6:,
ruta 20. San Antonio. San Ignacio. Santa Maria.
Santa Fe- Colastine Sur

Biologioal features. Inhabiting margins of slow
flowing rr..ers in plains, and their overflows. This
species is very common in most of its distributional
area; it forms compact aggregations, in which only
the apterous morph occurs. Macropterous speci·
mens are extremelY rare, the only series in which
they were frequent was taken in a shaded, small,
model ately fast I unning riv el in EI Palmar Nation
al Park, Entre Rios Province.

Hnlohatopsis spinil1entris Drake
and Harris 1936

Distribution. Along the Uruguay River from Mi-
siones southward to Entre Rios Province; only one
locality near the Parana River in northern Mis-
iones. Northward to central Brasil.

Localities recorded (fig. I).Entre Rios: Parque
Nacional EI Palmar. Misiones: }.Lcaragua. Al'ist6
hulo del Valle, Salto Encantado. Bayo Troncho.

Eldorado. Leandro Alem. Rio Alto Dr uguaL Santa
Maria
BIOlogICal features. InhabItmg borders of riVU­
lets in forested to densely forested hilly areas. A
fairly common species, apparently not forming ag­
gl egations, at least not dense ones. Both the apter
ous and the macropterous morphs were found, the
latter often with broken wings.

Metrobates plaumannz plaumannz
Hungerford 19n

Distribution. Known only from Misiones Prov-
ince and southern Brasil

Locality recorded. Misiones: Rio Uruguai.

Biological features. Inhabiting borders of rr..u
lets in selvatic hilly areas; probably not gregarious.
Only one macropterous specimen was collected.

Metrobates vzgzlzs Drake 1958

Distribution. Known only from Misiones Prov­
ince and southern Brasil.

LocalIty recorded. MISlOnes: Arroyo Pepirl Mmi.

Biological features. Inhabiting borders of rivu­
lets in selvatie hilly areas, plobably not gregarious.
Only two apterous specimens were collected.

O"atametra gua1eguay Bachmann 1966

Distribution. Kno'lm only from Buenos Aires and
Entre Rios Provinces; probably also in Uruguay
and southern Brasil.

Localities recorded (fig I) Buenos Aires· Del·
ta of Parana River. Entre Rios' i\.ntelo, arroyo de
los Manantiales. Arroyo del Cleo Rio Nogoya, near
Tres Bocas. Victoria.

Biological features. Inhabiting bor der s of slow
flowing rivers in plains, and their overflows. A
fairly rare speCIes, sometImes hVIng WIthIn aggre­
gations of Halobatopsis platensis, suggesting gre-
garious habits, but not forming dense aggregations
when it is the sole species in the pool. Both the
apterous and the macropterous morphs were found,
the latter usually with broken wings.
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P, epobates taylol i (Kit kaldy 1899)

DistrIbutIOn. Northwestern corner of Argentina.
Northward to the TInited States ofAmerica and the
AntiIles.

Localities recorded (fig. 2). Jujuy: Palmas San
Pedro. Salta: Lumbreras, rio Juramento. OrlIn.
TIrundel Valle de Acamhuco Tncuman· Horco
Molle.

Biological features. Inhabiting small rivers in
mountainous aleas. The species is faidy common
and apparently not gregarious; both the apterous
and the macropterous morphs are found, the latter
usually with broken wings.

Conclusions

From the above data it may be concluded that
several Gerridae recorded from Argentina are clear-
Iy bound eIther to mountam rivers and rivulets
(Eurygerris fuscinervis and Trepobates taylori) or
to rivers, rivulets, ponds, and small standing water
bodies in plains (Limnogonus ignotus, L. lubl icus,
Rheumatobates bonariensis, R. crassifemur, Halo-
batops£s platens£s, and Ovatametra gualeguay).
Limnogonus aduncus, L. prolugus, Brach)'metra
albinerva, Halobatopsis spiniventris, Metrobates
plaumanni, and lJ. vigilis seem to plefer slow
flowing sectors of rivulets in forested to densely
forested hilly areas, although L. aduncus is also
recorded from a single locality of dry shruhby area
m the Chacoan plam. Un the other hand, L. lubn­
cus, a fairly common chacoan species, is also record
ed from pools in low to medium altitude valleys in
Salta Province.

Limnogonus ignotus is a pioneer species readi­
lY colonizing on flight the new small (rain) ditches
in the plains, including artificial ones; apterous
specimens are extremely rare.

Although appear ing almost al vv ays in the apter
ous morph, Halobatopsis platensis is widely dis­
tributed, but not always abundant, in scattered
slow flowing rivers and ponds; in the Parana and
Uruguay flUVIal system, speCIally m the delta of the
Parana River, this species is gregarious, conform
ing dense aggregations.

In the mountain langes of nmthwesteln At-
gentina, Eurygerris fuscinervis and Trepobates tay­
lon: are characteristic in the borders and overflows
of small and medium sized rivers, the first species

extending to mountainous aleas of the CentIal
provinces (Cordoba and San Luis).

In the Chacoan (fluvial) plain, Rheumatobates
crassilemur and Limnogonus lubricus are charac-
terIstlc of the temporary to semipermanent ponds,
together with L. ignotus, a pioneer species.

The Bonarian (eolian) plainshare the last named
pioneer species, and have Halabatapsisplatensis as
the sole characterist.ic, t.hough not. ahundant. ger-
rid.

The Parana and Uruguay fluvial system (the so
named Argentine Mesopotamia, including the
Parana delta), shares the same pioneel species
(surprisingly absent from the delta), and displays
as characteristic elements Rheumatobates bonar-
iensis, Halobatopsis platensis, here q1lite common,
and Ovatametra gualeguay.

No gerrid species occurs in Patagonia.
Halobatopsis platensis seems to be the south­

ern most species of gerrid in the world, Aquarius
cbilensis reaches almost. the same latitude in Chile,
west of the CordIlleras.

Three species, '::idely distributed in tropical
South America, Brachymetra albinerva, Limnogo­
nus aduncus. and L. plofugus, leach Atgentina at
the northeastern corner, in Misiones Province (L.
aduncus also at the northwestern corner), appar­
ently occ'lrring only locally Metrobatesplaumanni
and M. mg£Z£s, also from Misiones Province, have a
restricted distribution in southern Br asil.

Regarding the degree of commonness, Lim­
nqgonus aduncus, L. prafugus. and Ovatametra
gllalegnay are found occasionally and must he
conSIdered as rare. Not enough data are gathered
for Brachymetra albinerva, Metrobates plauman
ni, and M. vigilis in Argentina; the fIrst one was
collected in gleat amounts, but only vel y few times,
suggesting it too is rare. The remaining species,
Ellrygern:s fIJsdnerpis, UmuogonllS IgnotllS, "
lubricus, Rheu matobates bonariensis, R cmssi,fe-
mur, Halobatops£s platens£s, H. spmwentns, and
Trepobates taylori, are fairly to very common.

Gregariousness occurs in Eurygerris fuscinerv­
is, Rheumatabates banal iensis, R. crassifemur, and
Halobatopsis platensis (especially in the large flu-
VIal systems), and probably m Brachymetra alb£­
nerva, since large series of apterous specimens
were collected at some spots. Ovatametra guale­
guay sometimes appears in the same aggregations
with Halobatopsis platensis, suggesting gregari­
ous habits, out this species does not form compact
aggregations when it appears alone. The four spe-
cies of L£mnogonus occurrmg m Argentma are not
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~n'~ClUUUl:l, they skate as isolate individuals. No
data regarding both species ofMetrobates are avail-
able, but the few speCImens collected suggest they
skate as isolate individuals too. The several avail
able series of Halobatopsis spiniventris and of Tre­
pobates taytm i do not suggest glegtuious habits
either.
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gualeguay; 2, Limnogonus ignotus and Trepobates taylori.
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Figs. 3-4. Localities at which specimens weI e collected: 3, Limnogonus aduneus, Rheumatobates bonariensis and Rheumatebates
crassifemur; 4, Halobatopsis platensis and Limnogonus lubricus.




