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Abstract
Calyptodesmus sehubarti Causey, 1960, associated with the hnportedFire Ant in Florida, is considered tobe ajunior subjective

synonym ofC. sanetus &hubart, 1944, described from sao Paulo, Brasil. The nameAnarllodesmus myrmophllus Silvestri, 1947,
based on material from Argentina, is likewise considered to be a synonym ofC. sanetus.
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Introduction
In a short paper devoted to "The Neotropical

MillipedsinFlorida" (butconsideringonlypolydesmoid
species), NellE. Causey (1960) described a supposedly
new species of pyrgodesmid under the name
Galyptodesmlls schltbarti, with the qualification that
it, as well as several other local pyrgodesmids "...can-
not be regarded as indigenous to Florida." No attempt
was made to identify a possible country oforigin aside
from the observation that the only otherspecies ofthe
genus had been described from Sao Paulo, Brazil

Having only a very marginal interest in
pyrgodesmidS, my own position viS avis thiS situa
tion was chiefly one ofbenign neglect untilJuly, 1990,
when I received from Dr. Daniel P. Wojcik a manu­
script summarizin gresearcll conducted byhim on the
biology of C. schubarti as one aspect of his overall
invQstigations Of thQ ImportQd F'iiQ Ant, SiJlenopsls
invictaBuren. Beingplaced in the positionofreviewer
ofhis work more 01' less compelled a personal involve
ment with the case of schubarti, and this led at once
to some interesting fmdings which are here briefly
summarized No attempt was made to reexamine type
material of the names considered, since material
submitted by Dr. Wojcik agreed in every detail with
the drawings and description published by Causey as
well as with similar information provided for the
species (under a different name) by Silvest.ri (1947)

Causey's generic assignment of the Floridian
material she studied to CalyptodeSmus cannot be
faulted, even though Schubart's description of his C.
sanctus (1944) is not as precise as might be wished.
She was, however, apparently unaware ofSilvestri's
1947workon SouthAmerican termitophilous millipeds

or of a subsequent paper by Schubart (1954) which
noted that one of Silvestri's new genera was an
obvious synonym of Calyptodesmas. CompariSon of

h~~:un~~n~Flo~dia~~ecim~s)ofi~.lLbarti

existentes indican tal vez una diferencia me~or en los

awmgs are qUIte sc ematlC. am m act una e to
find anything outside the range ofindividualvariabil
ity or slight differences in artistic rendition, and
suggest the following synonymy to encapsulate the
taxonomy of the situation:

Calyptodesrnus sanctus Schubart

Calyptodesm us sanctus Schubart. 1944. ActaZool. Lilloana.
2: 368, fig. 38. Female holotype (Mus. Zoo!' Univ. Sao
Paulo) from Cachoeira, Mun. Pirassanunga, Edo. Sao
Paulo Brasil.

A,m'ti(){Je~mus mYflnophilus Silvestri, 1947, Boll. Lab.
ent. a:r. Portici 8: 27, fi;. XIII 114. Female holot~e
(Lab. 1tt. agIo P~I tid) fIn La Plata, At gentina. N;
Synonymy.

CalyptodesmltSmyrmecophilltS (sic!]. Sehubart, 1954, Notas
Mus. Fac. Cienc. nat. Univ. naco E. Peron [Zool.] 17:
349 [unintentional misspelling].



192

Calypwdesmus schubarti Causey, 1960, FloridA Ent., 43:
148, fig. 1 Femalo holotypo (Amor. Mus. Nat. Hist.)
from Lake City, Qjlumbia Co., Florida. New Syn­
onymy.

'Ibc sole character adduced by Causey to support
specific status for schubarti was the presence of three
small tubercles on caudal margin of the metaLerga,
between the enlarged paramedian tubercle series.
Such tubercles are not shown on her drawing, how­
ever, only a small, vague median tubercle which is
also shown in Silvestri's drawings for myrrnophilus,
and which may be seen on Floridian specimens of
Calyptodesmus. In view afthe ncartowl agreement in
aU detaiJs described or depicted for these three nomi­
nal species, I must conclude that (1) &hubart's draw­
ing for sarwtus is imprecise, (2) no convincing differ·
ences can be detected between any of them, and
therefore (3) all three names are based upon a single
species.

It is the more compelling that neither Schubart,
Silvestri, nor Causey found males among their mate­
rial, nor have any been found in the extensive series
assembled by Dr. Wojcik. The species is obviously
parthenogenetic and is readily transported, dou btlcss
in soil with living plant material.

Silvestri (1947: 28) mentioned specimens from La
Plata andTucuman, Argentina, PuertoBertoni, Para­
guay, and Santa Maria (Edo. Sta. Catharina) Brasil.
Schubart's material (1944: 369) was taken in Mun.
Pirassanunga and Mun. Porto Fcrreira (Edo. Sao
Paulo), Brasil. Collectively, these records depict a
rathcr cxtensive range for a smaU pyrgodesmid and
perhaps imply passive, ant.h ropochoric dispersal. Such
a possibility must be taken as confIrmed for the

Insecta Mundi

Floridian populations. Neither Causey nor Schubart
mentioned association with ants, but Silvestri's speci­
mens from Tucuman were found in the nests of an
unidentified species of Solenopsis, and Dr. Wojcik
fmds apervasiverelationship between C. sanctusand
S. invictus during his studies in Florida (in press).

Acknowledgements
The role ofDr. Daniel Wojcik in reviving my long

dormant inwrest in pyrgodesmids is acknowledged
with much appreciation. I am also grateful to Prof.
William A. Shear for providing a review of the man u­
script of this note during an early stage.

Literature cited
Causey, N. B. 1960. The Ncotropical millipeds in

Florida, including Calyptod.esmus schubar/.i, n.
sp. (Stylodesmidae:Polydesmida). Florida Entom.,
13: 147- 149,fig. 1.

Schubart, 0.1944. Os diplopodos de Pirassununga.
Acta Zoo!. Lilloana, 2: 321-110, figs. 186.

Schubart,O. ]951. Diplopodos argentinosdel Musco
de la ciudad Eva Peron. TIl. Fam. StylodesmiJae.
IV. Fam. Crypwdesmidae. V. Fam. Polydesmid(le.
Notas Mus. Ciudad Eva Peron [La Plata], 17: 347­
358, figs, 15,

Silvestri, F. 1947. Contributo aUe conoscenza dei
Diplopodi termiwphili dell' America meridionale.
Boll. Labor. Entom. Agrar. Portici, 8: 132, figs.
lXV,


	IM-07-191-192-Hoffman (p 192 missing).pdf
	192.tif



