
Vol. 7, No.1 - 2, March - June, 1993

Scintillocoris, a new genus of Myodochini from Mexico
(Hemiptera: Lygaeidae)
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Abstract

Scintillororis is dllSCriblld as a nllW gonus of rhyparochrominlllygallid in thll tribll Myodochini baslld on a ne'N
speCIes ScmtdlOCorzs kolenetoides from MeXICO. COmpanson IS made with Kolenetrus Barber and a discussion
ofits cladistic position discussed New locality data is given forKolenetrusplenus (Distant) Figures are includlld
of anatomical details.
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Introduction
This paperdescribes anddiscusses a new genus of

MyOdOChini frOm Mexico It is Of particular iinpor-
tance because it appears to be the most plesiomorphic
taxon of this large and diverse tribe.

lygaeid tribe Myodochini and established criteria for
plesiomorphic and apomorphic charact.er states in
members of the tribe. Her cladogram treated the
genus KiJli31u3tru8 Barber as the sister taxon Of all
other genera and thus representing the most
plesiomorphic member of the group.

The genus Scintillocoris describedbelow isclosely
related to Kolenetrus to which genus it will key at
couplet 15 in Harrington (1980). It agrees with
Kolenetrus in general habitus, in lacking an anterior
pronotal collar, having very slightly carinate lateral
PIOllola! malgins, lack of a plOminent transvelse
pronotal impression (fig. 4), lack ofa scutellar carina,
ocelli placed very near the compound eyes (fig 4), 3
rows ofclaval punctures, a similar small metapleural
evapOl'ative area (fig. 2) around the scent gland au
ride, phallic type I (see Harrington 1980 fig. 9) and a

sharp or subsbarp genital capsule Harrington 1980
fig. 5)

SciRtillocoris is readily distinguishable from
Kolenetrus by the elongate buccular groove that ex-
tends posteriorly to a V·shaped point that reaches the
middle ofthe e e . 1 the lack of scallo in alon

'orm gino a omina s ernum g., y
not hav~ ~rei:mo~al spine~ confine~to a Sing1

Mostofthe characters listed above are considered

of all of the other genera of Myodochini.

ScintiUocoris, new genus

DESCRIPTION. Body sUlface shining, finely and
evenly punctate. Buccular junction elongate, taper­
ing, extending posteriorly to level of middle Of eye,
terminatingin a V·shaped end (fig. 1). Eyes in contact,
or nearly in contact, with anterior pronotal margin.
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Pronotum lacking an anterior collar, lateral proootal
maroins with verv slil7ht indication ofa carina almost
rounueu; pronmum somewnatcompresseu uorso·ven·
h.",lh,·' ,. .. ,. .

scent glandauncle small, wIlliverysmall evaporative
. ., .l'.'"

mostofmetaoleuron free (fil!. 2). Three comdlete even
ruWlS Ul Claval .-

n ",n;n"", not _. to '" ";nI71,, lYlW

Antenor margm ot abdommal sternum ~ not scal-
l~~~rl f"'~~~ ..~1 ' ••• ~ ..l.. • .~ ".h~_" ~_
'r

subsharp type. Phallic type I, with elongate paren·<,. . ,., ' ." •. _. J""
v~

se!!1llents 2 3and 4dorsal. No inner laterotenntes (fil!.
OJ).
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TYPE SPECIES: &mt"zlOcons 1WLenetoiiks new,.
As noted above Scintillocoris is most closely re-
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::>cmtlllocons kolenetolCfes, new species
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DESCRIPTION: Head, anteriorpronotallobe, scute·
llum, basal one-halfoffirst antennal segment and fore
femora dark reddish to chocolate brown. Anterior

margin straight (fig. 5).

elongate slender blade and twisted but little produced

hind tarsus much longer than length of segments 2

Paramere. 4). Head and pronotum dorsal view. 5).
Genital~aps\lle postert view. 6). A},domen la~ral

view. Figures 7-8. olenetrus p enus Bar er,
parameres.

inner "projection." Phallus with helicoid process
present, vesica 7 coiled. Sperm reseIVoir ovoid ellipti-

Length antennal segments I 0.16, II 0.28, III 0.24, IV
O. 32. Total bOdy length 2. 02. Parameres with very

Figures 1-6. Scintillocoris kolenetoides new species. 1).
Head semi ventral view. 2). Metapleuron. 3).

and 3 combined. Labium extending between
metaeoxae. Length labial segments I 0.34, II 0.36, III

cal with laterally projecting wings. Arms of cup-like
sclEiriteOfgenltal capsule widely separatedand dorsal

0.24, IV 0.24 (from female paratype). Antennae very
slender, terete, fourth segment narrowly fusiform

vex; eyes small only slightly curving beyond lateral
margins of head and almost in eontaet with antero

antennal segment and all ofantennal segments 2and
3white. Antennal segment 4pale yellow. Pleural and

lateral prmlOtal margins (fig. 4); tvins ahnost attain·

slightly depressed across middle; lateral pronotal
margins feebly sinuate; posterior margin straight;

ing distal end offirst antennal segment. Length head
II 38, width II 511, interocuJar space 0311 Pronotnm

hairs.
Head slightly decliirent; vertex moderatelY con·

area of calli very slightly elevated above level of

acetabula and middle and hind femora dull yellow
tan Distal ends of all femora, distal one half of first

sternal surfaces bright reddish brown. Membrane

margm of pronotum and entire posterior lobe, hem­
elytra , all tibiae and tarsi, posterior one-half of fore

hyaline. Dorsal surface with closely set fine punc­
tures. Clothed with shOlt. semi-decumbent silvery

posterior lobe. Length pronotum 0.42, width 0.74.
Scutellum lacking a median earina Length scutellum
0.38, width 0.40. Lateralcorialmarginsnearlystraight;
apICal margin slightly convex, but bBCOOling slightly

I10LOTYPE. Male MEXICO. GuerreIo. Bejucos.
6.VI. 1984. (Ernesto Barrera & Harry Brailovsky). In
Institufo de Biologia IINAM

concave near inner angle. Length claval commissure
0.20. Midline distance apex clavus-apex corium 0.40.
Midline distance apex corium-apex abdomen 0.30.

PARATYPES: MEXICO: 1maIe, 1femaIC same data
asholotype. 1female Guerrero: Estacion Microondas,

Forefemoravery strongly incrassate. Firstsegmentof
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Figures 9-10. 9). Scintillocoris kolenetoides new species,
abdomen, dorsal view. 10). Ko#enetr/:tS plen/:tS Barber,
abdomen, dorsal view.

Tuxpan·lguala24.'l.1986. aJ. Btai:lovsky). Inlnstituto
Biologia UNAM and J.A Slater collections.

REMARKS: Although the holotype has a bicolored
pronotum and tan corium and clavus the paratypes
from the same locality are much darker, both lobes of
the pronotum being black with at most a narrow
brown stripe along the anterior and postetior mar·
gins. The corium of these paratypes is also black
except fOr a callOUsed brown stripe adjacent to the
claval suture. The calloused stripes on the clavus are
brown giving a contrasting appearance to the clavus
relative to the black coriaI color. The pleural and
sternal surfaces and first labial segment and all ofthe
femora are alsoblack ill these speciiliens, with strongly
contrasting white distal ends to the femora. The
antennaI colOration is as in the holOtype. This dark
coloration gives these paratypes an appearence more
similm to thatofKolentt asplenas (Distant) than does
the hohJtype

KOIenetrus plenus (Distant)

Rhyparochromus plenus DIStant 1882, p. 216.

This species was originally described from Guate·
mala and placed in Kolenetras by Barber (1918). It
occurs in the western states and northeastward into
New England and Canada. These eastern specimens
resemble Distant's figure closely However, the Mexi·
can speclIOens noted below differ m havmg the dark
apical corial coloration reduced and in having dark
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rather than reddish legs. SubmacIOptery is common.
Two thirds of the Mexican s ecimens show win

see e eow rom

female. 19 km. W. Rio Frio I.X11973 (CW. O'Brien). 1
female 9km E A.mecameca 4 )\1 1973 (C.W. O'Brieri). 1
male, 1 female Eda 6km. W. Pasodode Cortez 4.X11973
(C.W. O'Brien). 1 female 13 km. E. Ixtapaluea hwy. 150
21.VI.1977 (A.N. Garcia). 1 female Dgo. 28 mi. W. EI
Salto8400'18.VIII.1974(C.W. &L. O'Brien &Marshall).
1 male Oeoyoacac 28.*.1973 (C.'N. O'Brien). NEVADA.
1 male Mineral Co. 5 mi. W. Marietta 6300' 6.VI. 1980 (D.
Giuliani). COLORADO: 1 male Hinsdale Co. Martin
Ranch Weminuche Valley 14-21.VIII.I977 (Fred G.
Andrews). NE\VYDRK: 4 malesAfemales. Warren Co.
Warrensburg 25.VIII.1955 (J.A. Slater). In Zoological
Museum Lund University, Sweden andJ.A. Slater col­
lections

Acknowledgements
We wish to extend our thanks to Mr. Emesto

Barrera (lnstituto de Biologia, UNAM) for the collec­
tion of Illany of the specimens used in the plesent
study, toDr. Roy Danielsson(Lund University) for the
]oan of specimens, and to Drs C Wand L O'Bnen
(Florida State University) for the gift of material.

Literature Cited
Barber, H.G. 1918. Concerning Lygaeidae--No. 2. J.

NY EntonlOl Sue. 26. 49-66:

DIstant; W.L 1882. Insecta. Rhynchota. Hemiptera­
Heteroptera Vol. I. Bioi. cent. arneI'. London
Lygaeidae pp. 173-220.

Harrington, B.d. 1980 A generic level revision and
cladistic analysIS of the MyOdochml of the World
(Hemiptera, Lygamdoo, RhyparochrominaQ). Bull
AIrier. Mus. Nat. HiSt. 167: 49·116.

Sweet, M.H. 1964. The biology and ecology of the
RhyparochrominaeofNewEngJand(Het. :Lygaeidae).
Parts I & II Entomol. Americana 43: 1.124, 44: 1




