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Abstract

183

A new South American Amblycerus Thunberg, A.808m is described and illustrated. Geographic distribution and
comments about related species are also presented. A lectotype is designated forA. oentmlis (Sharp, 1885) A. cistelinus
(Gyllenhal, 1833).
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Introduction
The Brazilian fauna OfAmbl)'cerusThUriberg, is

being revised. There are approximately 33 valid
names registered from Uris !'E,giWl.

The first attempt to delineate species groups,
mc1uding BraZllian specIes, was done by RibelI'O­
C<>sta and Marinoni (1992). 'I'he hoffmanseggi group,
based on phenetic analysis, included: Amblycerus
obswros(8harp), A. nigroma7ginatus(Motsehulsky),
A. submcuulatus (Pic) andA. hoffmanseggi (Gyllen-
hal). The last three species are found in Brazil.
Ribeiro-Costa (1992) published the redescriptions of
these speCIes and of A. bwolor (Pic).

Amblyeerussosia,sp.n.,belongsteaspeciesgroup
characterized by large size, the pattern on the dorsal
surface and a dark spot on the pygidium. In this
paper, we propose to describe tbis species to establish
a species name to be usedmfuture groupmgaITange­
menta of all Brazilian species of Amblyeerus.

Amblycerus sosia, new spedes
Figures 1-9

DESCWPI'ION: Medium size. Length 8.7Bmm;
width 4.82mm.

Dimensions. PronoLumlengLh 1.96 - 2.40mm(x
- 2.23mm, n =15)j width 3.32 - 4.12mm (x =3.65mm,
n-15). ElytrOnlength5.92-7.25mm(x -6.56,n-15);
width 4.33 - 5.25mm (x - 4.82mm, n-15).

Integument: Eyesblack; antenna dBrkred. Dor-
sal surface dark red with seattered blaek spots on
elytra, often with two on basal one-third. four at two-
thirds and two in apical one-third (fig. 1). Lateral
margins ofelytra moderately darker Venter ofbody
and legs aark red. PYgiCfium WIth large, ovate, cen­
trel, dal'k brown spot (fig. 4).

Vestiture: General coloration on dorsal surface
golden yellow, on headwhite. Pronotum usually with
wbiU. hairs forming two small, I'Olmd spots across
nuddle of diSk and scattered patches near bas81lobe
(fig. 2). Seutellum white (fig. 3). Elytra with v.4rite
hairs in scattered patches along basal margin and
8roundscuteHum,oftenina few small,iI1""gularspoLs
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Figul'esl-9.Amblycerus 86Sia, new species.!, ciorsalhabitus, 2, pronotum,3, seute11um,4, Jrygidium, 5, antenna, 6, hind
tibia and first tarsal segment; 7, mesal ventral carina of hind femur.

onmedian andlateralmargins, inlines alongintersti-
tialmarginsandstrialsulci,andcondensedintoafew,
very sma)) inoegular patches on the remainder of the
elYtrii (fig. 1). Pyglifium WIth large, ovate, velvety
Clarkbi'Own spotborderedwith dense white hairs(fig.
4). Venter ofbody mottled brown and white. Abdomi-
nal sletna Oliialeral margins with white hairs gently
condensed into round patches

Body subelliptical. Vertex and frons umforirily
micropunctate; frons gently convex with frontal ca
rinaevanescent, sometimesabsent;clypeuswithpunc-
tures larger than on frons except on apex, labrum
with some punctures like on c1ypeus only on basal
margin. Mesal margm of eye WIth fine canna and
umbilicate punctUI'eS; eye coarsely faceted, pl'Otnld-
ing laterally; ocUlar sinus l/5lengthofeye and ocular
index 4.7.1, postocular lobe narrow. An1:eIma serrate

from fourth to tenth segments, all perceptibly longer
than wide, terminal segment elliptical (fig. 5). Pro­
not1un trapezoidal (fig 2), lateral margins gently
arcuate, apex subtruncate; disk moderately convex;
basal lobe briefly sulcate; surface denselypunetulate,
lateral one-third of disk either side also coarsely
punctate; lateralmarginsbluntlyridged, delimitedby
a fine dorsal and a ventral sulcus; dorsal sulcus
abruptly angulate behind eye and wrectedinto cervi­
cal sulG\ls; cervical boss with three fine setae.
Prostemumflat, margins sulcate, apexexpandedand
fitting into sulcatemesostetnUDI. Scutellum 1.4 times
longerthanwide, withtrilobedapex (fig. 3). Elytra 1.4
times as long as WIde, evenly convex except slightly
depressed around scutellum; sutural interstices el
evated on apex. Metepisternum punctulate;
metepistental sulcus fornung an aMuse angle, WIle-
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Figures 8-9. Amblyceru$ SOBm, new species 8, male genitalia, median lobe; 9, same, tegmen and lateral lobes

nor arm arcuate, reaChing dorsal margin, longit.udi-
nal arm often not reaching middle length of
metepisternum. Metasternum between middle coxa
not bulging. Face of hind coxa in distal two thirds,
setose and punctulate, sparsely punctate; proximal
one-thirdglabrous and impunctate, except forcluster
ofpunctures neartroehanteral insertion. Hindfemur
subparallel in basal thl'ee-rourthS, Slnuate toward
apex; ventral face slightly suleate with biearinate
margins; lateroventral carinalackingblunt, angulate
process near apex (fig. 7). Hind tibia lacking carinae;
innerdistal two-thirds with tumidity; apexwitha few
coronal teeth (fig 6) Mesal tibial spur 0 27 length Of
lateral spur and 0.34 length of first hind tarsal seg-

ment Male pygidium vertical, female pygidium 0&
lique;male eigh.thtergiteacute Abdomemmmodified.

Male genitalia (figs. 8, 9). Median lobe with
'\Ientral and dorsal valves triangular. Intemal sac
armature consisting of two basal spine-shaped sele­
rites, twotlmes as long aswide; two long, laminarand
medianseleriteseachwith angulatebasalportionand
each one Often with one tooth near apex and four on
median portion; unpaired, median selerite slight!,
sinuate toward apex in lateral view, with serrate
dorsal margin; apical selerlte with long stems. Inter-
nal sacmembrane with denticles onbasal portion and
sliorier and numerous on median portion (fig. 8).
Lateral lobes with deep cleft (fig. 9).
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Fill.tO. Amblycerus 808ia, new species. Geoil"aphic distribution.

Intraspecific variations.
Integument. Antenna dark red or black Dorsal

surface light or dark red, WIth VarIable number of
black spots; ventral surfaGe light red or very dark.

Vestiture. General coloration on dorsal surface
golden 01 lightyellow. PlVnotullllacking romnl white
spots or with two, four or six spots. Elytra with faint
white spots onmedian and lateral margInS. Abdomen
with or without round white patches 011 lateral mar-
gins. pYgiCfium sometimes with faint brown patches
on lateral anterior areas.

Scutellum with median lobe slightly longer than
the lateral lobes. Metepistemum: with some punc­
t.ures; longibldinal arm ofmetepisternal sulcusreach-
mgnuddle lengthofmetepIsternum, ornot. ffindtibla
without a tumidity on inner distal two thirds.

Male genitalia. Dorsal valve with slightly
rounded apex. Spine-shaped basal sclerites placed on

right or left Bide of laminar sGlerites. Each long,
median, laminar sclerite with two, three, four, six or
eight teeth, usually OIle or two OIl apex and the rest
towardbase. Unpairedscleritewithoneortwo senoate
lines on dorsal margIn, usually placed medial or
sometmies beSide laminar SGIerltes.

Holotype male BRAZIL. PaIR, Jaem:eeanga; IV
1969; F.R. Barbosa; (MZSP). Allotype. BRAZIL: Mato
Grosso, Barra do Tapirape, 6 1-63, B. Malkin (CAS);
one male parat.ype with same label (CAS), anot.her
five with same locality, except dates 2-16.1.1966, two
males and three females 19 22.1.64 (MZSP); addi
tionalparatypes.- FRENCH GUIANA: Maroni River,
Collection Wm. Schaus, 4 ex (USNM). COLOMBIA:
leticia, Amazonas 700', 1 ex, 1O-VII-1970, H & A.
Howden(HFH); BRAZIL: Port<> Vellio, Guapore, 1ex,
XI 1954, F. PereiI'a, Wel'Iler, Oente, M. Alvarenga;
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Colec;ao Campos Seabra (MNRJ), Goilis, Mineiros, 1
ex, (Paris- JMK handwriting.)

Holotype deposited in the Museu de Zoulogia de
SaoPaulo. Allotype andone paratype depositedinthe

Kingsolver and Sil~(1991.414) syIlOIrymized A. cen­
tralis with A. cistelinus. From the type-series, the
lectotype mA. centmlis, from Smt Geronimo, Guate­
mala, deposited in the British Museum (Natural

CaliforniaAcademyofSciences, SanFrancisco. Other
paratypes deposited in the Museu de Entomologia do
Departamento de Zoologla cia UmversIdade Federal
dO Parana, Curitiba; the Museu de ZooJogia de Sao

History) is hereby designated. Many characters were
analysed, including male genitalia, and were com-
pared WIth those of A. cistelinus. The umque differ­
enres observed were on an intraspecific level

Paulo, Sao Paulo; the Museu Nacional do Rio de
Janeiro, Rio de Janeiro; the National Museum Of
Natural History, Washington; and H.F. Howden Col-
leetion, Ottawa, Canada.

Discussion.
Amblyceruss08iaiscloselyrelatedtoA.cistelinus
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entices and dorsal valve suoovate.
~as =e median laminar sclerites smooth, lacking
spine-slmpedinA.jatuye7l,$is.Amblyce7uswhiteheadi

Geographic Distribution (fig. 10)
This speGies is found inFrench Gliana, CoIOmbia

basal selerites: Y-shaped in A. cistelinus and long,

and Brazil. There are twolocalitiesinBrazil, Barra do

with selTation along dorsal margin. Amblyceros
cistelinus and A. jatayensis each have the unpaired
median selerite with selTation only on the apex and
both can be distinguished by the shape and length of

Ribeiro-Costa, C.S. & Marinoni, RC. 1992. Getrero

Brud .dae). Grupo lUJffi tsEggi:I; Taxa- omia

~U;t;;~~ Brasileira de EntomoJogia

Ambl~::rus Thunber~;y1815 (Coleo:tera:

Sharp, D. 1885. Biologia CentzoaI.i-Americana, InsecLa,
Coleoptera, BIuehidae 5. 437 504.

single sptlcies. Tire DIost impOI LmIt gl'miLalic clmrac-
ters are constant in specimens of each species, not
varying in cline.

Tapirape (Mato Crosso)andJatal(Coias), inwhiehA.
sosia is sympatric with a closely related species, A.
jatayertsis. Despite the sympatry of A. 808m with A.
~t~sis both ve~ similar in extem.al characters
~.;wthere is evidenre to eotIsider them as ;

Etymology Tbisspeciesisnamed oocanseitseYfer-
nal characters are similar to those ofA. cistelinus, A.
}utUyensUl and A. whLteheadL (sosia, a noun in appo­
sition counterpart (Portuguese».

Amblycerus centra/is (Sharp)

Ribell'O"<:bSta;C.S.I992:GeneroAmblycerus'IhUriberg,
1815 (Coleoptera: Bruehidae). Grupo
hoffmanseggi:II. Redescri~s,chave e dados
bio16gicos das especres. Revista HI asileira de
Entomologia36(I): 149-175.

WhenSharp (1885:500) described, A. centralishe
commented "This species agrees in Dl8:Ill Iespects
with Gyllenhar s description of S. cistelinus, but.. ,"
Following examination of the respective type-series,
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