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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF TIlE WORLD LITERATURE OF THE
BETHYLIDAE (HYMENOPTERA: BETHYLOIDEA)

1 2
Bradford A. Hawkins and Gordon Gordh

The Bethylidae are a primitive family of
aculeate Hymenoptera which presently
consists of about 2,200 nominal species.
They are worldwide in distribution and all
species ale plimaly, extellml parasites of
Lepidoptera and Coleoptera larvae. Due to

Anonymous. lCl05. Notes on insect pests from
the Entomological Section, Indian
Museum. Ind. Mus. Notes 5.164 181.

Anonymous. 1936. Distribuicao de vespa de
Uganda. Biologico 2:218 219.

Anonymous. 1937. A broca Ie a vespa.
their host associations, bethylids are
potentially useful for the biological
control of various agricultural pests in
the aforementioned groups. Unfortunately,

Biologico 3:217 219.
Anonymous. 1937. Annual Report. Indian Lac

Research Inst., 1936-1937, 37 pp.
Anonymous. 1940. E'preciso sustentar a luta

the true potential of bethylids in applied
biological control cannot be ascertained
now because they have been used
infrequently. Some species show strong
promise, but their use is handicapped by a
relative lack of basic taxonomic and
biological knowledge. The most recent
world catalog for bethylids is Kieffer
(1914). A world catalog is forthcoming
(Gordh, in prep.). There has never been a
compilation of the world literature.

This bibliography provides a world list
of references to bethylids through 1984,
including taxonomy, biology, ecology,
distribution, host relationships, and their
use in biological control. References
cited are those verified by us. We have
omitted a few that we have been unable to
obtain or confirm. A few citations ale fOI
various reasons incomplete but have been
included when enough infoIilia tion is
available to obtain the paper. We are
gIateful to PlofessoI Laszlo Hoczar for
supplying key references to the Mesitinae.
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