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Abstract. Enoclerus insidiosus (Gorham) (Coleoptera: Cleridae) is recorded from Mexico for the frst time. 
Tis represents an approximately 1500 km extension from its previously known most northerly distribution 
in Guanacaste Province, Costa Rica. We surmise that this geographical gap and the lack of previous reporting 
of its presence in Mexico may be an artifact of its appearance during the dry season: a time of year when few 
entomologists are active in the feld. 
Key words. Checkered beetle, ant mimicry, phenology, Veracruz, Chiapas, cloud forest, tropical deciduous 
forest. 
Resumen. Se registra por primera vez la presencia de Enoclerus insidiosus (Gorham) (Coleoptera: Cleridae) 
en México. Esto representa una extensión de aproximadamente 1500 km respecto a su límite de distribución 
septentrional conocido anteriormente, situado en la provincia de Guanacaste, Costa Rica. Suponemos que 
este vacío geográfco y la ausencia de registros previos de su presencia en México podrían deberse a que la 
especie aparece durante la estación seca, una época del año en la que pocos entomólogos realizan trabajo de 
campo. 
Palabras clave. Escarabajo clérido, mimetismo con hormigas, fenología, Veracruz, Chiapas, bosque nuboso, 
bosque tropical caducifolio. 
ZooBank registration. urn:lsid:zoobank.org:pub:AFA560CD-820D-4276-8B73-0353547197B4 
DOI. https://doi.org/10.64338/im.1199.zv6ai 

Introduction 
Enoclerus insidiosus (Gorham) is a large (7.5–10.5 mm), conspicuously setose clerid which appears to mimic the 
ant Camponotus sericeiventris (Guérin) both morphologically and behaviorally (Rifind 1997). Both species bear 
patches of refective golden setae and have been found together running on logs. Teir mimetic relationship is 
presumably Batesian, since Cleridae, with few exceptions, lack chemical protection, whereas Camponotus sericei-
ventris defends itself with both a strong bite and the ability to spray formic acid (Yamamoto and Del-Claro 2008). 
Camponotus sericeiventris has a broad Neotropical distribution, and has adapted to a wide range of habitats, 
including rain forest, cloud forest and savanna (Wheeler 1931). Enoclerus insidiosus has been collected in several 
tropical forest types, but heretofore was known only from Costa Rica and Panama. 

Materials and Methods 
Specimens examined for this paper will be deposited in the Coleccíon Nacional de Insectos (CNIN) in Mexico 
City, as well as the senior author’s collection (JNRC), Miami, Florida, USA. Photographs in the feld were taken 
with a Sony a6400 mirrorless digital camera, ftted with a Laowa 65mm macro lens. 

https://zoobank.org/urn:lsid:zoobank.org:pub:AFA560CD-820D-4276-8B73-0353547197B4
https://doi.org/10.64338/im.1199.zv6ai
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Figures 1–2. Enoclerus insidiosus, live specimen in situ. Reproduced from Cassella (2026) under a Creative Commons At-
tribution ShareAlike 4.0 International license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/). 

Discussion 
On April 26, 2026, Mexican nature photographer Matteo Casella posted superb photos on iNaturalist of a speci-
men of Enoclerus insidiosus he encountered that day just north of Berriozábal, Chiapas, Mexico (Fig. 1–2; Cassella 
2026). Te known distribution for Enoclerus insidiosus prior to this record was restricted to Panama and Costa 
Rica. Te Chiapas observation represents not only a new country record for Mexico, but also an approximately 
1500 km northerly extension of its known range. Tere exist no records of the species from the intervening 
countries of Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua. Subsequent to this discovery, the junior author 
located a second specimen from Mexico in the Coleccíon Nacional de Insectos (CNIN). Tis specimen is labeled: 
Mexico, Veracruz, Est. Biol de Los Tuxtlas, 18°35′N 95°05′W, 30.IV.1991, H. A. Hespenheide. It was identifed by 
W. F. Barr, but the record apparently was never included in any of Barr’s unpublished distribution lists. Habitat at 
the Chiapas location is presumably tropical deciduous forest, the dominant type in the environs of Tuxtla Gutier-
rez; the Veracruz specimen was collected in relictual cloud forest. 

Both the apparent rarity of Enoclerus insidiosus in Mexico, and the broad gap in its distribution call for an 
explanation. Both Mexican specimens were collected at the end of April, which is the middle of the dry season in 
southern Mexico and northern Central America. By contrast, clerid diversity in Mexico spikes with the advent 
of the summer rains in June and July which is when most collectors venture into the feld (Toledo-Hernández et 
al. 2015). We suspect that targeted dry season collecting might turn up additional specimens of E. insidiosus, and 
perhaps other interesting species records. 
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