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Abstract. The purpose of this publication is to reestablish the replacement name Rhizococcus wangi (Miller 
and Gimpel, 1996), new combination, for Rhizococcus rugosus (Wang, 1982) (Hemiptera: Coccomorpha: 
Eriococcidae) to promote nomenclatural stability by adhering to the guidelines of the International Code of 
Zoological Nomenclature.
Key words. Sternorrhyncha, scale insect, felt scale, taxonomy, nomenclature.
ZooBank registration. urn:lsid:zoobank.org:pub:C26A2C04-7B84-4305-BDE9-E691135354DF
DOI. https://doi.org/10.64338/im.1165.kc9au

Eriococcus rugosus Wang, 1982 was moved to Rhizococcus Signoret, 1875 (Hemiptera: Coccomorpha: Eriococ-
cidae) by Kozár and Walter (1985). In 1996, Miller and Gimpel discovered that Eriococcus rugosus Wang was 
a junior primary homonym of Eriococcus rugosus Froggatt, 1933. While reclassifying the species under Acan-
thococcus Targioni Tozzetti (Eriococcidae), Miller and Gimpel (2000) also provided the replacement name, 
Acanthococcus wangi Miller and Gimpel, 1996, for E. rugosus Wang. In the catalog of the Eriococcidae, Miller and 
Gimpel (2000) erroneously placed the species back in Eriococcus Targioni Tozzetti, 1868. Kozár et al. (2013) then 
moved the species back to Rhizococcus and treated the species as Rhizococcus rugosus (Wang, 1982), even though 
it is a junior primary homonym and, thus, may not be used as a valid name.

According to Article 57.2 of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN 1999), the com-
bination R. rugosus as revived by Kozár et al. (2013) is invalid and therefore is not accepted by ScaleNet (García 
Morales et al. 2016). Instead, Rhizococcus wangi (Miller and Gimpel, 1996) has been used on the online database 
as a valid replacement name. All nomenclatural actions in ScaleNet must be backed by published literature; there-
fore, the aim of this publication is to formally establish the combination R. wangi (Miller and Gimpel) to maintain 
nomenclatural stability.

Article 57.2 states that when species-group names are primary homonyms, originally combined with the same 
generic name, the junior primary homonym is rendered permanently invalid (ICZN 1999). Therefore, E. rugosus Wang, 
1982 remains invalid even after it is placed in a different genus.

Exceptions listed under Art. 57.2 include nomina protecta (Art. 23.9), names conserved by the Commission (Art. 
81), and names included in a relevant adopted Part of the List of Available Names in Zoology (Art. 79.4.3). None of 
these criteria are met by E. rugosus Wang, 1982.

https://zoobank.org/urn:lsid:zoobank.org:pub:C26A2C04-7B84-4305-BDE9-E691135354DF
https://doi.org/10.64338/im.1165.kc9au
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As E. rugosus Wang, 1982 continues to be a junior primary homonym of E. rugosus Froggatt, 1933, and this junior 
homonym does not possess any exceptional protective status, R. rugosus is not available for use. Article 23, the Principle 
of Priority, requires that we revert to the oldest available and potentially valid name for this species (ICZN 1999), which 
would be R. wangi. Hence, in the interest of nomenclatural stability, we propose that the valid name for the species is 
Rhizococcus wangi.

Nomenclatural history
Eriococcus rugosus Wang 1982: 441–442. Original combination. Primary homonym of Eriococcus rugosus Frog-

gatt, 1933. 
Rhizococcus rugosus (Wang, 1982); Kozár and Walter (1985): 75. Change of combination.
Acanthococcus wangi Miller and Gimpel 1996: 605. Change of combination and replacement name for Eriococcus 

rugosus Wang, 1982.
Eriococcus wangi (Miller and Gimpel, 1996); Miller and Gimpel (2000): 375. Change of combination.
Rhizococcus rugosus (Wang, 1982); Kozár et al. (2013): 534–536. Erroneous use of junior homonym name.
Rhizococcus wangi (Miller and Gimpel, 1996). New combination (herein).
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