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Abstract. New state records are reported for 11 species of false click beetles (Coleoptera: Eucnemidae) across 
much of the eastern United States, mostly from the northeast and southern regions, including several state 
records for Illinois. 
Key words. Elateroidea, distribution, United States, surveys, biodiversity, taxonomy.
ZooBank registration. urn:lsid:zoobank.org:pub:C8EB9140-EB9E-4F66-A861-D28332CDB05D 
DOI. https://doi.org/10.64338/im.1151.oaul1

Introduction
Direct examination of 752 specimens of Eucnemidae in 2025 uncovered many new findings between this study 
and a concurrent study covering species of Hylis des Gozis across eastern Canada and the United States. Two 
additional Virginia records for Dyscharachthis amplicollis (Fleutiaux) were reported by R. Androw (pers. comm.). 
This study recovered 28 specimens representing 11 species that are reported here as new records in a number of 
states across the northeastern region, southern region and Illinois. These bycatch specimens were collected dur-
ing the bark beetle surveys conducted by the United States Department of Agriculture across much of the eastern 
United States. Eucnemid bycatch material from these surveys added collection information and new state records 
as efforts are made to close distributional gaps that exist for many Nearctic species of false click beetles. 

Materials and Methods
This study was based on the examination of dry mounted and pinned specimens borrowed from the Carnegie 
Museum of Natural History (CMNH) in Pittsburgh, PA, USA. Specimens were examined through a Wild M3C 
6.4–40× zoom stereo binocular microscope with 20× oculars and illuminated under a goose neck table lamp. 
Label data are presented verbatim with some information (i.e. BSF #) not included. Line breaks on labels are 
denoted by a single slash (/); breaks between two different labels are denoted by double slash (//); metadata and 
notes (not written on the labels themselves) are presented in brackets ([]).

Results
Subfamily Perothopinae Lacordaire, 1857

Perothops mucidus (Gyllenhal, 1817)
This rarely collected species was recorded from Florida, Georgia, Indiana, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South 
Carolina, Virginia (Otto and Karns 2017) and reported as a new state record for Illinois. One specimen was col-
lected from a Lindgren funnel trap. ILLINOIS: Alexander/ County, 0.2 km SSE/ of Thebes/ 37.21910,−89.45991/ 
31 May–14 June 2017 // Lindgren funnel/ trap, T. Vorce (1, CMNH).
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Subfamily Melasinae Fleming, 1821

Tribe Epiphanini Muona, 1993

Hylis frontosus (Say, 1836) 
This widespread, uncommonly encountered species was previously recorded from Connecticut, District of 
Columbia, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New 
Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, and Wisconsin (Otto 2024a). It is 
now confirmed here as a new state record for Virginia. A single specimen was taken from a Lindgren funnel trap. 
VIRGINIA: Fluvanna Co./ 3.1 km ENE of Troy/ 37.96525,−78.21613, 156 m/ 30 May–13 Jun 2023/ C. Martin, 
LFT (1, CMNH).

Tribe Dirhagini Reitter, 1911

Dirrhagofarsus brevis Otto, 2022 
This apparently widespread, yet very rare and recently described species was previously known from Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Maine, New Jersey, South Carolina, Virginia and Wisconsin (Otto 2024c). Con-
necticut and Mississippi are now confirmed new state records. One specimen was taken from a black cross-vane 
panel trap baited with EtOH, spruce blend and geranyl acetol. Eight specimens were taken from UV light traps. 
CONNECTICUT: Litchfield/ Co., 5.8 km WNW of New/ Milford, 237 m/ 41.59216, −73.475156/ 2–26 Jun 2023, 
A. Vitelli // black cross-vane panel/ trap + EtOH + spruce/ blend + Geranyl/ acetol (1, CMNH); MISSISSIPPI: 
Tishomingo County/ J.P. Coleman State/ Park, 22 June 2024/ UV trap, R. Patterson (1, CMNH); MISSISSIPPI:/ 
Tishomingo County/ J.P. Coleman State/ Park, 6 August 2024 // UV light trap in/ powerline cut/ near entrance/ 
Ricky Patterson (2, CMNH); MISSISSIPPI:/ Tishomingo County/ 8 km NW Eastport/ J.P. Coleman St. Pk./ 
34.9261,−88.1728 // 6 August 2024/ UV light trap near/ camping area/ R. Patterson coll. (5, CMNH).

Microrhagus brunneus Otto, 2013 
This widespread, uncommon species was previously recorded from Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Missouri, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, 
Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wisconsin (Otto 2024a). Herein, 
I confirm a new state record for Illinois. One specimen was taken from a Lindgren funnel trap. ILLINOIS: 
McHenry Co./ 1.6 km SSW of McHenry/ Shores, 240 m/ 42.304942,−88.263631 // 29 Jul–12 Aug 2022/ E. McMa-
han/ LFT (1, CMNH).

Microrhagus carinicollis Otto, 2015 
This apparently uncommon, but widespread, species was previously recorded from Canada in Ontario. In the 
United States, it was taken in Alabama, Florida, Connecticut, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Ohio, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, 
Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia and Wisconsin (Otto 2024a). It is here reported for the first time in Pennsyl-
vania as a new state record. One specimen was taken from a fermenting sugar bait trap. PENNSYLVANIA: 
Allegheny County/ 1.4 km SSW Allison/ Park, along Route 8/ 40.54661,−79.96281 // 30 Jun–5 Jul 2024/ ferment-
ing sugar/ bait trap – border of/ green waste dump/ site, R & H. Androw (1, CMNH).

Microrhagus lecontei Otto, 2015 
This widespread but rarely seen species was previously recorded from Alabama, Connecticut, Indiana, Kansas, 
Maine, New Jersey and Wisconsin (Otto 2022). It is reported here for the first time from Illinois. One specimen 
was taken from a Lindgren funnel trap. ILLINOIS: Will County/ 2.2 km WNW Lockport/ 41.59362,−88.08322/ 
192 m, 14–28 July 2023 // Lindgren FT/ E. McMahan (1, CMNH).
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Microrhagus pectinatus LeConte, 1866 
In Canada, this uncommonly collected species was recorded from British Columbia, Manitoba, Nova Scotia, 
Ontario and Québec. In the United States, it was previously recorded in Alabama, Arkansas, Connecticut, Geor-
gia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont, Virginia, West Vir-
ginia, and Wisconsin (Otto 2022). It is now confirmed as a new state record for Rhode Island. One specimen 
was taken from a Lindgren funnel trap. RHODE ISLAND: Washington Co., 1.3 km/ SSW of Hopkinton, 47 m/ 
41.450828,−71.785761/ 30 May–13 Jun 2019 // Lindgren funnel/ trap, M. Picozzi (1, CMNH).

Subfamily Eucneminae Eschscholtz, 1829

Tribe Dyscharachthini Muona, 1993

Dyscharachthis amplicollis (Fleutiaux, 1923)
This uncommonly encountered eucnemid species has been taken in Japan, Laos, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand, 
the United States and Vietnam (Otto 2024b). In the United States, D. amplicollis have been taken in the vicin-
ity of Savannah, Georgia and reported for the first time in Virginia. Three specimens were taken from Lindgren 
funnel traps. VIRGINIA: Norfolk County/ 1.4 km N of Sussex/ 36.929804,−76.285326, 4 m./ 3–24 June 2025, 
Lindgren funnel trap/ Anne Lucius. (1, CMNH); Norfolk Co./ 1.5 km N of Sussex/ 36.930225,−76.285131/ 24 
June–8 July 2025/ Lindgren funnel trap, Anne Lucius. (1, CMNH); Portsmouth Co./ 1.3 km NW of West Norfolk/ 
36.872402,−76.360043, 3 m/ 5–20 Aug. 2024/ Lindgren funnel trap, A. Lucius. (1, CMNH).

Tribe Eucnemini Eschscholtz, 1829

Eucnemis piceous Muona and Otto, 2024
In Canada, this rarely collected species has been recorded in Ontario. In the United States, it was previously 
recorded from Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, West Virginia and Wisconsin (Muona and Otto 2024). It is here confirmed as a new state record 
for Virginia. One specimen was taken from a Lindgren funnel trap. VIRGINIA: Buena Vista/ County, 2.4 km NE 
of/ Buena Vista, 321 m/ 37.751218,−79.336271/ 19 April–20 May 2024 // Lindgren funnel trap/ D. & C. Heltzel, 
colls. (1, CMNH).

Subfamily Dromaeolinae Beauleau, 1920

Tribe Euryptychini Mamaev, 1976

Euryptychus ulkei (Horn, 1886) 
This rarely encountered species has been previously confirmed in Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Missis-
sippi, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Texas, Virginia and Wisconsin (Otto 2024c). A new state 
record is confirmed for Arkansas. One specimen was taken from a UV light trap. ARKANSAS: Washington/ 
County, Devil’s Den State/ Park, 3 July 2024, UV light/ trap, Ricky Patterson, coll. (1, CMNH).

Tribe Dromaeolini Beauleau, 1920

Deltometopus ereptus Bonvouloir, 1871 
This uncommonly encountered, yet apparently widespread species was recorded from Florida, Georgia, Iowa, 
Michigan, Minnesota, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Texas, Virginia and Wisconsin (Otto 2024c). New records 
have been confirmed for four states: Connecticut, Illinois, New Jersey and West Virginia. Five specimens were 
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taken from Lindgren funnel traps placed in Connecticut and Illinois. One specimen was taken from a black cross-
vane trap baited with EtOH, spruce blend and geranyl acetol. One specimen was taken from a Lindgren funnel 
trap baited with EtOH and Dryobius LeConte (Coleoptera: Cerambycidae) lure. One specimen was taken from a 
cross-vane panel trap. CONNECTICUT: Hartford Co., 1.6 km/ NNW of Windsorville/ 41.903257,−72.545095/ 
52 m, 7–24 Aug 2023 // black cross-vane panel/ trap + EtOH + spruce/ blend + Geranyl acetol/ A. Vitelli (1, 
CMNH); CONNECTICUT/ Fairfield Co., 3.5 km/ WNW of Stratford/ 41.198974,−73.170959/ 8 m, 17–31 Aug 
2023 // Carlie Carbone/ Lindgren FT (1, CMNH); ILLINOIS: Bond County/ 3.2 km SW Mulberry Grove/ 
38.904814,−89.296043/ 157 m, 3–17 Jul 2019, LFT/ T. Vorce (1, CMNH); ILLINOIS: Kendall Co./ 2 km NE of 
Fox/ 41.637286,−88.48097/ 196 m, 26 Jul–9 Aug 2022 // Lindgren FT/ J. Clifford (1, CMNH); ILLINOIS: Will 
County/ 1.6 km ENE of Wilton Center/ 41.35604,−87.94166, 212 m/ 19 Jul–2 Aug 2022, LFT/ E. McMahan (1, 
CMNH); ILLINOIS: Winnebago Co./ 1.6 km NNW of Rockton/ 42.46444,−89.08232, 222 m/ 10 – 24 Aug 2022, 
LFT/ E. McMahan (1, CMNH); NEW JERSEY: Essex Co./ 1.8 km NNW of St. Cloud/ 40.790479,−74.279607/ 168 
m, 11 Jun–1 Jul 2019 // cross-vane panel/ trap, R. Gough (1, CMNH); WEST VIRGINIA: Ohio/ County, 1.3 km 
SSW of/ West Liberty, along/ Weidman Road, 283 m/ 40.15943,−80.60191 // 6–12 July 2024/ Lindgren FT with 
EtOH/ and Dryobius lure/ R. Androw, H. Androw (1, CMNH).

Acknowledgments
I extend my thanks to Bob Androw (CMNH) for lending specimens to my care during the course of this study 
and reviewing the earlier draft of the manuscript, and to Paul Johnson (Brookings, SD) for reviewing and offering 
input on the most recent version of the manuscript.

Literature Cited
Muona J, Otto RL. 2024. Review of North American Eucnemis Ahrens, 1812 (Coleoptera: Eucnemidae: Eucneminae: Eucne-

mini) with description of a new species from eastern United States and Canada. Insecta Mundi 1056: 1–10.
Otto RL. 2022. New state records for 33 species of Nearctic false click beetles (Coleoptera: Eucnemidae). Insecta Mundi 0934: 

1–13.
Otto RL. 2024a. Additional new records for 35 species of false click beetles (Coleoptera: Eucnemidae) in the Nearctic region. 

Insecta Mundi 1037: 1–16.
Otto RL. 2024b. Three additions to the false click beetle (Coleoptera: Eucnemidae) fauna in the Nearctic region. Insecta 

Mundi 1047: 1–14.
Otto RL. 2024c. New records for 23 species of Nearctic false click beetles including new country records for Protofarsus con-

vexus (Fisher) (Coleoptera: Eucnemidae: Dirhagini). Insecta Mundi 1095: 1–11.
Otto RL, Karns KD. 2017. New state records for Nearctic false click beetles (Coleoptera:
Eucnemidae). Insecta Mundi 0582: 1–21.

Received August 6, 2025; accepted September 18, 2025.
Review editor David Plotkin.


	Introduction
	Materials and Methods
	Results
	Perothops mucidus (Gyllenhal, 1817)
	Hylis frontosus (Say, 1836) 
	Dirrhagofarsus brevis Otto, 2022 
	Microrhagus brunneus Otto, 2013 
	Microrhagus carinicollis Otto, 2015 
	Microrhagus lecontei Otto, 2015 
	Microrhagus pectinatus LeConte, 1866 
	Dyscharachthis amplicollis (Fleutiaux, 1923)
	Eucnemis piceous Muona and Otto, 2024
	Euryptychus ulkei (Horn, 1886) 
	Deltometopus ereptus Bonvouloir, 1871 


	Acknowledgments
	Literature Cited

