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4(3). Edges of lateral jugal margins rounded; head narrowly rounded anteriorly  ............................5
–  Edges of lateral jugal margins sharply angled or carinate; head broadly rounded anteriorly  .6

5(4). Sternites usually with dark brown to black macule posterior to spiracles; fi rst conjunctival 
diverticula sclerotized at apices; length of body 9.0 mm or greater  ... P. lineolatus (Dallas)

–  Sternites with red to dark brown punctation, but lacking macules; fi rst conjunctival diverticula 
entirely membranous; length of body 8.8 mm or less  .....................P. propinquus (Walker)

6(4). Scutellum with 2 large distinct pale macules  ......................................... P. bimaculatus Eger
–  Scutellum lacking distinct pale macules  .....................................................................................7

Figures 1–4.  Polytes debra. 1) Habitus, dorsal view.  2) Habitus, ventral view. 3) Head. 4) Female genital plates. 
Scale bars equal 1 mm.
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7(6). Dorsal surface densely setose; body shape elongate oval; scutellum at least 1.0 mm longer than 
wide  .................................................................................................... P. granulatus (Walker)

–  Dorsal surface glabrous, setae sparse or lacking; body shape broadly oval; scutellum usually 
much less than 1.0 mm longer than wide  .................................................................................8

8(7). Scutellum distinctly mottled, usually with pale markings laterally and posteriorly; striated 
areas on venter of abdomen concolorous with disc; larger, length 9.1–11.8 mm  .....................  
 ........................................................................................................P. tigrinus (Vollenhoven)

–  Scutellum relatively uniform in color; striated areas on venter of abdomen usually darker than 
disc; smaller, length 7.7–9.4 mm  ........................................................... P. obscurus (Dallas)

9(3). Pronotum with large, impunctate, yellow to orange macule near each lateral margin  ..............  
 ...............................................................................................................P. speculiger Breddin

–  Macules on pronotum, if present, distinctly punctate  ..............................................................10

10(9). Scutellum dark brown to black with fi ve distinct yellow to red vittae  ........................................  
 .............................................................................................................P. leopardinus Distant

–  Scutellum not colored as above, usually with red to yellow macules or fewer than 5 vittae ..11

11(10). Yellow to orange mesial macule(s) on posterior margin of last abdominal sternite relatively 
large, diameter greater than least diameter of tibiae ............................................................12

–  Yellow to orange mesial macule on posterior margin of last abdominal sternite lacking or 
restricted to marginal band, thinner than least diameter of tibiae  ......................................15

12(11). Head narrowly rounded apically; anterolateral pronotal margins slightly convex, almost straight; 
head of parameres broad  ........................................................... P. rubromaculatus Distant

–  Head broadly rounded apically; anterolateral pronotal margins distinctly convex; head of 
parameres relatively thin  ........................................................................................................13

13(12). Pronotum with four macules; head of parameres short  ..................................... P. lattini Eger
–  Pronotum unicolorous or with two macules; head of parameres elongate  ..............................14

14(13). Pronotum unicolorous; head of parameres narrowed apically, shank uniformly broad  .............  
 ...................................................................................................................... P. bicolor Distant

–  Pronotum with two red macules; head of parameres broadly rounded apically, shank narrowed 
mesially  .......................................................................................................... P. bullocki Eger

15(11). Head broadly rounded anteriorly, width at 1/4 of distance from apex to base equal to about 3/4 
of head length  ...........................................................................................................................16

–  Head narrowly rounded anteriorly, width at 1/4 of distance from apex to base equal to about 
5/8 or less of head length ..........................................................................................................18

16(15). Body length 9.5 mm or greater  ...................................................................................................17
–  Body length 9.0 mm or less  .....................................................................P. discrepans (Uhler)

17(16). Two macules on pronotum with lanceolate projection intruding from posterior margin, in rare 
cases completely dividing each into two macules; red coloration on scutellum occupying most 
of scutellum, interrupted mesially by black vitta (Fig. 5)  .........................P. ruth (Breddin)

–  Two macules on pronotum entire, subquadrate; red coloration on scutellum a broad transverse 
band occupying about a third of the length of the scutellum, not interrupted mesially  .........  
 ..............................................................................................................................P. debra Eger

18(15). Parameres pick-ax shaped  ............................................................................... P. confusus Eger
–  Parameres hook-shaped  ..............................................................................................................19
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19(18). Head of parameres short, broad  .................................................................P. fenestra Breddin
–  Head of parameres long, thin  ..............................................................................P. similis Eger

Figures 5–6. Polytes ruth. 5) Habitus, dorsal view. 6) Head. Scale bars equal 1 mm.
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