INSECTA
MuNDIL.

0370

Reversal of precedence for Scarabaeus monoceros Nicolson, 1776,
in favor of Scarabaeus oblongus Palisot de Beauvois, 1807 to stabilize
the nomenclature of Strategus oblongus (Palisot de Beauvois)

from Hispaniola (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae: Dynastinae)

Brett C. Ratcliffe

Systematics Research Collections
W436 Nebraska Hall, University of Nebraska

Lincoln, NE 68588-0514 USA

Date of Issue: August 29, 2014

CENTER FOR SYSTEMATIC ENTOMOLOGY, INC., Gainesville, FLL



Brett C. Ratcliffe

Reversal of precedence for Scarabaeus monoceros Nicolson, 1776, 1in favor of Scarabaeus
oblongus Palisot de Beauvois, 1807 to stabilize the nomenclature of Strategus oblongus
(Palisot de Beauvois) from Hispaniola (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae: Dynastinae)
Insecta Mundi 0370: 1-3

ZooBank Registered: urn:lsid:zoobank.org:pub:5B974C5C-40A0-4DF8-8A6F-62F5A5CFD685

Published in 2014 by

Center for Systematic Entomology, Inc.
P. O. Box 141874

Gainesville, FL, 32614-1874 USA
http://centerforsystematicentomology.org/

Insecta Mundi is a journal primarily devoted to insect systematics, but articles can be published on any
non-marine arthropod. Topics considered for publication include systematics, taxonomy, nomenclature, checklists,
faunal works, and natural history. Insecta Mundi will not consider works in the applied sciences (i.e. medical
entomology, pest control research, etc.), and no longer publishes book reviews or editorials. Insecta Mundi publishes
original research or discoveries in an inexpensive and timely manner, distributing them free via open access on
the internet on the date of publication.

Insecta Mundi is referenced or abstracted by several sources including the Zoological Record, CAB Ab-
stracts, etc. Insecta Mundi is published irregularly throughout the year, with completed manuscripts assigned
an individual number. Manuscripts must be peer reviewed prior to submission, after which they are reviewed by
the editorial board to ensure quality. One author of each submitted manuscript must be a current member of the
Center for Systematic Entomology.

Chief Editor: Paul E. Skelley, e-mail: insectamundi@gmail.com
Head Layout Editor: Eugenio H. Nearns

Editorial Board: J. H. Frank, M. J. Paulsen, Michael C. Thomas
Review Editors: Listed on the Insecta Mundi webpage

Manuscript Preparation Guidelines and Submission Requirements available on the Insecta Mundi web-
page at: http://centerforsystematicentomology.org/insectamundi/

Printed copies (ISSN 0749-6737) annually deposited in libraries:

CSIRO, Canberra, ACT, Australia

Museu de Zoologia, Sdo Paulo, Brazil

Agriculture and Agrifood Canada, Ottawa, ON, Canada

The Natural History Museum, London, UK

Muzeum 1 Instytut Zoologii PAN, Warsaw, Poland

National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan

California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, CA, USA

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Gainesville, FL, USA
Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago, IL, USA

National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC, USA
Zoological Institute of Russian Academy of Sciences, Saint-Petersburg, Russia

Electronic copies (Online ISSN 1942-1354, CDROM ISSN 1942-1362) in PDF format:

Printed CD or DVD mailed to all members at end of year. Archived digitally by Portico.

Florida Virtual Campus: http://purl.fcla.edu/fcla/insectamundi

University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Digital Commons: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/insectamundi/
Goethe-Universitéat, Frankfurt am Main: http:/nbn-resolving.de/urn/resolver.pl?urn:nbn:de:hebis:30:3-135240

Copyright held by the author(s). This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Com-
mons, Attribution Non-Commercial License, which permits unrestricted non-commercial use, distribution, and
reproduction in any medium, provided the original author(s) and source are credited. http:/creativecommons.org/
licenses/by-nc/3.0/

Layout Editor for this article: Eugenio H. Nearns



INSECTA
MUNDI 0370: 1-3 2014

Reversal of precedence for Scarabaeus monoceros Nicolson, 1776, in
favor of Scarabaeus oblongus Palisot de Beauvois, 1807 to stabilize

the nomenclature of Strategus oblongus (Palisot de Beauvois) from

Hispaniola (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae: Dynastinae)

Brett C. Ratcliffe

Systematics Research Collections

W436 Nebraska Hall, University of Nebraska
Lincoln, NE 68588-0514 USA
bratcliffel@unl.edu

Abstract. The rediscovery of an older available name threatens the stability of the long accepted name of Strategus
oblongus (Palisot de Beauvois, 1807) (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae) from Hispaniola. Using Article 23.9 of the Inter-
national Code of Zoological Nomenclature, Scarabaeus monoceros Nicolson, 1776 is designated a nomen oblitum
to maintain nomenclatural stability while its junior synonym, Scarabaeus oblongus Palisot de Beauvois, 1807, is
designated a nomen protectum.

Overview

During the preparation of the forthcoming monograph on the dynastine scarabs of the West Indies
by myself and Ronald Cave, I discovered an old, overlooked name for what is known today as Strat-
egus oblongus (Palisot de Beauvois, 1807) from Hispaniola. Nicolson (1776) described (page 360) and
illustrated (his Plate 8, Figure 1 in this paper) Scarabaeus monoceros. This name was never, to my
knowledge, used again for this species.

Inasmuch as Scarabaeus monoceros has not been used to refer to Strategus oblongus since 1776,
I am proposing a reversal of precedence to maintain nomenclatural stability using Article 23.9 of the
Code (ICZN 1999) to suppress Scarabaeus monoceros Nicolson as used to refer to Scarabaeus oblongus
Palisot de Beauvois. Scarabaeus monoceros Nicolson would become a nomen oblitum, and Scarabaeus
oblongus Palisot de Beauvois will become a nomen protectum.

It should be noted that there is also Scarabaeus monoceros Olivier, 1789 (now Oryctes monoceros)
from Africa that is currently considered a valid species and also Scarabaeus monoceros Weber, 1801
that is a junior synonym of Scarabaeus gyas Herbst, 1785 (now Megasoma gyas) from South America.
Neither of these names, for taxa in other genera, are affected by this situation.

To apply a reversal of precedence, the Code (ICZN 1999) stipulates that prevailing usage must be
maintained when the following conditions are both met: (23.9.1.1) the senior synonym or homonym
has not been used as a valid name after 1899, and (23.9.1.2) the junior synonym or homonym has been
used for a particular taxon, as its presumed valid name, in at least 25 works, published by at least 10
authors in the immediately preceding 50 years and encompassing a span of not less than 10 years.

Those 25 works published by ten authors from 1964-2014 that include Strategus oblongus (Palisot
de Beauvois) are: Thompson (1965); Endrodi (1976, 1985); Martorell (1976); Ratcliffe (1976); Bedford
(1980); Coto et al. (1983); Saunders et al. (1983); Capriles and Medina-Gaud (1987); Schmutterer et al.
(1990); Hogue (1993); Maddison (1993); Parrotta (1993); Torres (1994); Reagan and Waide (1996); Rogg
(2000, 2001); Krajcik (2005, 2012); Serra (2006); Perez-Gelabert (2008); Turnbow and Thomas (2008);
Ratcliffe and Cave (2008, 2010); Maddison and Crosby (2009); Gasca and Ratcliffe (2011); Thomas et
al. (2011).
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Figure 1. Plate 8 from Nicolson (1776) illustrating Scarabaeus monoceros in Fig. 5. Illustration courtesy of the
John Carter Brown Library at Brown University.
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