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E x a m i n a t i o n  of the soil a round  Passi- 
flora alata Dryand.  roots revealed bacterio- 
phagous  nematodes  infected with Catenaria 
sp., Harposporium anguillulae Lohde,  and  
Monacrosporium cianopagum (Drechs.) 
Cooke and  Dicken.  T h e  P. alata roots were 
infected with Meloidogyne acrita (Chit- 
wood, 1949) Esser, Perry, and  T a y l o r  1976. 
Squash m o u n t s  were made  of several gela- 
t inous egg masses f rom roots, and a fungus  
identified as Monacrosporium lysipagum 
(Drechs.) Subram.  was no ted  parasi t izing 
larvae of M. acrita. T h e  h y p h a  p roduced  
globose muci lag inous  knobs  which  a t tached 
to larvae emerg ing  f rom eggs (Fig. 1A, C) 
and  to eggs (Fig. 1D). A n u m b e r  of spores 
was no ted  a m o n g  the eggs (Fig. 1B). Non-  
constr ic t ing rings were no t  observed. As- 
similative hyphae  in parasit ized larvae were 
ra ther  coarse (Fig. 1C), whereas hyphae  
inside parasitized eggs were fine by con- 
trast. 

Th i s  is the th i rd  occurrence of nemato-  
phagous  fungi detected in root -knot  nema- 
tode eggs. Godoy  et al. (2) f o u n d  eight  spe- 
cies of fungi  parasi t izing eggs of  Meloi- 
dogyne arenaria (Neal, 1889) Chi twood,  
1949. Stir l ing and  M a n k a u  (4,5) described 
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Dactylella oviparasitica Stirl ing and  Man- 
kau infect ing eggs of  Meloidogyne are- 
naria, M. hapla Chi twood,  1949, M. in- 
cognita (Kofoid and  White ,  1919) Chit-  
wood,  1949, and M. ]avanica (Treub ,  1885) 
Chi twood,  1949. Kerry and  C r u m p  (3) 
listed three kinds of  fungi  parasi t izing eggs 
of Heterodera avenae Woll .  

Monacrosporium lysipagum (Drechs.) 
Subram.  was first detected in 1937 on leaf 
m o l d  f rom Beltsville, Maryland ,  and  f rom 
Arl ington,  Virginia  (1). Th i s  fungus  was 
observed by Drechsler  c ap tu r ing  and  de- 
vou r ing  bac te r iophagous  nematodes  (Rhab- 
ditis sp. and Plectus sp.). 
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Fig. 1. Monacrosporium lysipagum infecting Meloidogyne acrita. A) Knob (K) attached to a M. acrita 
larva. Mucilaginous exudate (M). B) Spores of M. lysipagum in an egg mass. C) Knob (K) attached to an 
M. acrita larva filled wi th  assimilative hypha. D) Egg with knobs (K) attached. 
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