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nonprofit corporation dedicated to the advancement of the coastal
sciences. The Foundation is devoted to the multi-disciplinary
study of the complex problems of the coastal zone. The purpose
of CERF is to help translate and interpret coastal issues for the
public and to assist professional research and public information
programs. The Foundation specifically supports and ecourages
field and laboratory studies on a local, national, and internation-
al basis. Through the medium of scientific publications, televi-
sion, and radio CERF brings accurate information to the public
and coastal specialists on all aspects of coastal issues in an effort
to maintain or improve the quality of shoreline resources.
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Because CERF is concerned with broad environmental issues,
our efforts concentrate on significant problems such as mainte-
nance of good quality (potable) water with adequate supply, and
hazards associated with potential beach erosion, flooding, and
susceptibility of developed shorelines to storm surge and wave
attack. By focusing attention on these potential man-made and
natural hazards, it is hoped that our research efforts will help
others improve the quality of life in diverse coastal areas. CERF
thus aims to stimulate awareness of coastal (marine and fresh-
water shorelines) land and water problems; initiate and foster
research and innovation to promote long-term coastal productiv-
ity; establish an educational forum for the debate of contentious
coastal issues; and develop new principles and approaches for
enlightened coastal management, and encourage their adoption
and use.

CERF members provide a basis for cooperative investigation of
biophysical resources found in open and naturally protected
coastal regions, estuaries, large inland bodies of water bounded
by shorelines, wetlands, and other coastal environments. Joint
investigative efforts by faculty, students, and staff at various in-
stitutions span a wide and diversified range of interrelated topics
that are relevant to solutions of today’s dynamic problems. It is
hoped that these combined attempts to better understand the
nature of coastal processes will help forestall what may become
contentious issues of tomorrow.
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