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chronic spills she refers back to Figures 2.8 (p. 28). Unfor-
tunately Figure 2.8 presents the annual number of spills by
size and has nothing on geographic location of spills.

The author says that an oil spill “ .. killed miles of man-
groves ... (p. 137).” A more accurate statement would pre-
sent this in area measurements and not a just linear dis-
tance.

The author also states, “The (Arabian) Gulf is one of the
busiest oil transport arteries in the world—half of the world’s
oil passes through this region . . . (p. 149).” How can the Gulf
be just “one of the busiest oil transport arteries” when half
of the world’s oil passes through this region? If the author’s
statement is correct, then the Gulf must be THE busiest oil
transport artery since the other half must be divided amongst
all the rest of the oil transportation arteries!

On mortality estimates the author states, “Unlike most
other groups of animals there are accurate counts of dead
birds . .. (p. 156).” This is a bit questionable unless qualified
since these “accurate” counts of dead bodies are always the
minimum mortality. Total mortality numbers are projections
from minimum numbers of individuals (MNI) and therefore
always estimates as mentioned on pp. 165-166. A more ac-
curate mortality estimate of bird mortality is possible but
actual numbers are not!

In discussing mammals, the author states that marine
mammals include “. .. polar bears, which live in the tundra
(p. 179).” Although it is true that polar bears spend most of
their lives on sea ice, they require land to give birth and for
many other activities; it is questionable whether they are
“marine mammals.” And if they are marine mammals, would
they “live in the tundra”?

There are problems with the writing style. For example,
the author uses the personal pronoun “I” at the beginning of
almost every chapter and when trying to impress the reader,

such as on p. 134 where she states, “In some places, the effect
is obvious to me only because I know every detail of the
creeks and marshes.” I question statements by the author
such as in a discussion of the author’s upcoming trip to Alas-
ka in which she states “The trip is daunting, since I recently
broke my ankle while in Indonesia, and the cast came off only
days before I am to leave for Alaska (p. 7).” Am I supposed
to be impressed that the author just came back from Indo-
nesia? Feel sorry for her? Marvel at her stamina and profes-
sional dedication? The statement is inappropriate in a sci-
entific publication. The author also states, “All of the photo-
graphs were taken by the author unless otherwise noted in
the caption.” However, several photographs are of the author
in the field, and although the photographs could have been
taken using a timer on a camera, they were more likely taken
by a colleague. Also her “field attire,” including rings on every
finger, in these photos (Figures 1.2 and 12.1) does not instill
one with much confidence that she is “field savvy” or had any
intention of actually getting up close and personal with an
oil spill.

Does any one or two of my above criticisms make the book
useless? No, but in their entirety they do make other state-
ments by the author suspect. Although the author may be a
respected authority on certain aspects of oil spills and a good
scientist, she has lost credibility by her shoddy presentation
in Oil Spills. Am I being too picky on some of these points?
Of course, but I feel that the examples cited—and there are
others—suggest that this book did not receive the scholarly
attention or critical review required to make it a significant
contribution to the topic being addressed.

Anthony J. Lewis
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
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