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Because CERF is concerned with broad environ­
munt.a l issues, our efforts concentrate on significant
problems such as maintenance of good quality (pota­
ble) water with adequate supply, and hazards asso­
ciated with potential beach erosion, flooding, and sus­
ceptibility of developed shorelines to storm surge and
wave attack. By focusi ng attention on these potential
man-mnde and natural hazards, it is hoped that our
research efforts will help others improve the quality
of lift~ in diverse coastal areas. CERF thus aims to
st.imulute awareness of coastal (marine and fresh­
water shorelines) land and water problems; initiate
and foster research and innovation to promote long­
torm coastal productivity; establish an educational fo­
rum for the debate of contentious coastal issues: and
develop new principles and approaches for enlight­
ened coastal rnanagcrncnt, and encourage their adop­
tion and use.

CERF is associated with the Department of Geology
at Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton, Florida
:3:34:31. This association provides a basis for coopera­
tive investigation of biophysical resources found in
open and naturally protected coastal regions, estuar­
ies, large inland bodies of water bounded by shore­
lines, wetlands, and other coastal environments. Joint
investigative efforts hy faculty, students, and staff
span a wide and diversified range of interrelated top­
ics that arc relevant to solutions of today's dynamic
problems. It is hoped that these combined attempts
to better understand the nature of coastal processes
will help forcstal l what may become contentious is­
sues of tomorrow.
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Members are individuals, institutions, and corpo­

rations that support the aims of the foundation
through personal and group efforts or by donations.
Memberships are available in different categories
with privclegus.

Vice President:
l{hodes W. Fairbridge

Board of Ilirectors

R. Huff
R. P. Paskoff
M. L. Schwartz
I. Shennan
A. D. Short
D. ~J. Stanley

P. Bruun
D. R. Coates
~J.-C. Dionne
R. Dolan
T. Healy
D. Hopiey
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Founded in 19H:3 by: Charles W. Fi nk l, Sr..
Charles W. Finkl: -Inr., Rhodes W. Fai rhridg«,
and Maurice L. Schwartz

The Coastal Education and Research Foundation
/CERF/ is a nonprofit corporation dedicated to the ad­
vancement of the coastal sciences. The Foundation is
devoted to the mult.i-discipl inurv study of the complex
problems of the coastal zone. The purpose of CERF is
to help translate and iu torprot coastal issues for the
public and to assist professional research and public
information programs. The Foundation specifically
supports and ccou ragc-s field and laboratory studies
on a local, national. and international basis. Through
the medium of scientific publications, television, and
radio CERF brings accurate informat.ion to the public
and coastal specialists on all aspects of coastal issues
in an cffort to mai nt.a i n or i mprovo the quality of
shoreline resources.
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