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International Union for Quaternary Research
Union International pour L'etude du Quaternaire
Internationale Quartarvereinigung
Union Internacional para el Estudio del Cuaternario

FIRST COMMISSION MEETING,
TUESDAY, 6 AUGUST 1991.

1900 HOURS. ROOM 5020
CONFERENCE CENTRE TO

RECEIVE INT ERCO NGR ESS REPOR TS

Commission, Subcomm ission, Worki ng Group
Members, Corresponding Members Present: S.
Jelgersma, M. J. Too ley, G. Linke, M.-T . Mor­
zadec, W. S. Yim, H. Br uckner, Y. Ota, Y. A. Park,
A. Cendre ro, A. Chepalyga, C. Zazo, M. Ero nin ,
C. Baeteman, D. E. Smith, K.-S . Petersen, Geng
Xiushan, J . Chappell, P . Pi razzoli.

Americas

Dr. Sugui o elaborated on the ent ry in the fina l
rep ort and explained that Dr . M.-T . Prost had
sent a final report and a further two newsletters
that the secretary had not receive d. Dr. Suguio 's
repo rt is attached.

Med iterran ean and Black Seas

Dr. Zazo said that there was nothing further to
add to the report. Dr. Chepalyga described some
of the work that had bee n carried out on the shore­
lines of the Black Sea.

(1) The Secretary tabled the Report for Inter­
congress Period XIII, and rep orts were summa­
rized or elaborated.

Australasia and Oceania

Northwes tern Europe

Professor Smith reported that nothing fur ther
could be ad ded to the rep ort already tabled.
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(2) The President congratulated and thanked,
in their absence , Dr. Kaplin and Dr . Selivanov for
their contribution on coastal and shelf invest i­
gat ions in the USSR, an d Professor R. W. Fair­
bridge for his contribution on guidelines for coast­
al dating.

(3) T he Secretary gave a finan cial summary.

East and South-east Asia

Dr. Ota elaborated on severa l point s, particu­
larly the organizatio n of INQUA Symposium III
on sea-level changes in th e last 300,000 years, of
which she was joint chai rman with Drs. Chappell
and Pillans.

Indian Ocean

Dr. Bruckner gave an excellent summary of work
completed, and tabled a paper on the Indian
coastal lowlands and two books.

Although no report had been received from Dr .
Woodroffe by the delayed printing da te of the full
report, a rep ort was received the following week.
Dr. J . Chappell summarised the rep ort , which
considered geo physical mod ell ing, Holocen e
emergence, tectonic deformat ion of shorelines, new
dating techniques, morphostrat igraphy and the
human impacts on coasts due to the greenh ouse
effect . Dr. Woodroffe's report is attached.

Africa

No-one was present from Africa , and th e Pres­
ident regretted the absence of rep resentatives from
this continent.
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TheSecretaryexplainedthatthe1991allocation
fromINQUAhadnotyetbeendisbursed,andhe
wasintheprocessofdoingthistothosePresi­
dentswhohadattendedthemeeting.Inaddition,
thereweresomefurtherprintingcoststhathad
tobemetandsomesmallout-of-pocketexpenses
ofthePresidentandSecretarytobemet.

SECONDCOMMISSIONMEETING,
WEDNESDAY,7AUGUST1991.

1900HOURS.ROOM5020
CONFERENCECENTRETO

ELECTOFFICERSFORINTERCONGRESS
PERIODXIVANDAGREETOA

PROGRAMMEOFWORK

MembersPresent:S.Jelgersma,M.J.Tooley,
D.E.Smith,C.Baeteman,K-E.Behre,H.Bruck­
ner,Y.Ota,C.Zazo,KSuguio,K-S.Petersen,
J.Chappel,G.Linke,A.Cendrero,M.-T.Mor­
zadec,Y.A.Park.

(1)Dr.S.JelgersmawasnominatedPresident
forasecondtermofofficebyProfessorD.E.
SmithandsecondedbyDr.C.Baeteman.There
werenoothernominationsandDr.Jelgersmawas
electedPresidentforasecondterm.

(2)Therewere2nominationsforSecretary:Dr.
C.Baeteman(proposedbyDr.C.Zazo)andDr.
W.Yim(proposedbyDr.M.J.Tooley).Dr.Baete­
mandeclinedtostandonthegroundsthatboth
PresidentandSecretaryshouldnotbefromad­
jacentcountries,andthatshehadbeenproposed
asVice-PresidentoftheNorthwesternEurope
Subcommission.Inhisabsence,Dr.Yimwas
elected(thiselectionrequiredconfirmationand
thePresidentwillclarifythesituation).Dr.Tool­
eyagreedtoactasSecretaryforthismeeting.

(3)Therewere2nominationsforVice-Presi­
dent:Dr.M.J.TooleywasnominatedbyDr.S.
JelgersmaandProfessorD.E.SmithbyDr.C.
Zazo.ProfessorSmithwithdrewandDr.Tooley
waselected.

(4)ThePresidentproposedthatProfessorR.
W.FairbridgeandDr.P.Kaplinshouldbeoffered
thepostsofHonoraryAdvisorsandthiswas
warmlyagreed.

(5)ProfessorOtaproposedare-structuringof
theAustralasiaandOceaniaworkinggroup.This
wasaccepted,and,consideringtheimmensecon­
tributionthatthisworkinggrouphadmadetothe
areaofneotectonics,interglacialsea-levelsandan
analysisofcoralreefs,itwasproposedtodesig­
nateanewWesternPacificSubcommissionwith

Dr.ChappellasPresident,Dr.OtaasVice-Pres­
identandDr.ParkasSecretary.Thiswaswarmly
accepted.Thiseffectivelyconflates2working
groupswithinasinglesubcommission,butre­
ducesthegeographicalareatotheWesternPa­
cific:itishopedthattheAmericasSubcommis­
sionwillincludetheEasternPacific.

(6)Theacting-SecretaryreportedthatDr.R.
KSukhtankarhadagreedtostandforsecond
termasPresidentoftheIndianWorkingGroup
andthiswaswarmlyaccepted.Dr.Brucknerin­
dicatedthathewouldbehappytocontinueas
Vice-Presidentandthiswasaccepted.Itwasleft
tothePresidentandVice-Presidenttoselecta
secretaryandcommunicatetothePresidentof
theCommission.Itwasagreedtoawardthestatus
ofSubcommissiontotheIndianOceanWorking
Group.Dr.Brucknerenquiredabouttheareacov­
eredbythesubcommission,anditwasagreedto
recommendthattheareawastheIndianSubcon­
tinent(India,Pakistan,BangladeshandSriLan­
ka),thecountriesalongtheeasternmarginofthe
IndianOcean(Burma,Malaysia,Indonesia)the
ArabianGulfcountries(Yemen,Bahrain,Kuwait,
SaudiArabia,IraqandIran)andtheMaldives.
ThePresidentshouldinvitenationalrepresen­
tativesfromthesecountriestobecomefullmem­
bersofthenewsubcommission.

(7)IntheabsenceofanyonefromAfrica,the
PresidentagreedtowritetoProfessorWeisrock
tothankhimforhiscontributiontointercongress
periodXIIIandtosearchforasuccessorfrom
Africa.TwonameswereproposedandthePres­
identagreedtowritethemsuccessively.

(8)Thefollowingofficersandfullmembersof
theMediterraneanandBlackSeasSubcommis­
sionwereproposedandaccepted:President:C.
Zazo(Spain);Vice-Presidents:A.Oueslati(Tu­
nisia)andA.Chepalyga(USSR);Secretary:EI­
Fishawi(Egypt).Fullmembers:Somoza(Spain),
Balabanov(USSR),Stiros(Greece),EI-Robrini
(Algeria),Bonfiggio(Italy),Conchon(France)and
Gvitzman(Israel).

(9)Thefollowingwereproposedandelected
officersoftheNorthwesternEuropeShorelines
Subcommission:President:K-S.Petersen(Den­
mark);Secretary:W.DeGans(TheNetherlands);
Vice-President:C.Baeteman(Belgium).

(10)Discussionensuedaboutaprogrammeof
workforintercongressperiodXIV,andthefol­
lowingwereagreedasthemes:

1.Sealevelandcoastalchangesduringthe
last2,000years.Thiscomplementstheobjec-
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tives of Stream I of PAGES, and is a time period
identified by the Holocene Commission for a
focus during intercongress period XIV. Profes­
sor Oldfield (Liverpool, U.K.) representing the
President of the Holocene Commission re­
quests that a small ad hoc group be established
with representatives from the 2 Commissions
to agree on an integrated and multidisciplinary
programme of work.

2. An investigation into the processes, mech­
anisms and impacts of periods of rapid sea-level
changes.

3. Sea-level and coastline changes during the
last interglacial.

Dr. Chappell argued eloquently for the establish­
ment of a separate, thematic subcommission, for
example to use sea-level data to check the theo­
retical models of Lambeck and Peltier. This was
a departure from the geographical subdivisions
followed by the Commission, and whilst very at­
tractive, it was felt that further discussions were
required and formal proposals made in good time
for ratification at the Berlin INQUA Congress in
1995. For this intercongress period, if presidents
of subcommissions wished to formulate global ,
thematic programmes they would be welcomed .

The President requested that all presidents of
subcommissions inform her as soon as possible
of:

1. The organizational structure of their sub­
commissions including names and addresses of
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national representatives and corresponding
members.

2. The general intentions of a work pro ­
gramme for intercongress period XIV.

It is intended that this organisational structure
and work programme will be published.

(11) Dr . Zazo tabled a report from the INQUA
executive on the purpose, funding level, report,
highlights, observations and recommendations.

The acting Secretary observed that:

1. The funding received from INQUA was
£6,420.14, and not £8,444.74 (= SWF21,665) as
printed. This discrepancy required investiga­
tion.

2. During intercongress period XIII not only
were the meagre financial resources of the Com­
mission made available to IGCP Project 274,
but also presidents and secretaries of working
groups and subcommissions organised regional
meetings for IGCP 274. Under these circum­
stances, what better co-operation can there be?

(12) The acting Secretary requested that all
presidents and secretaries of subcommissions and
all full members take every opportunity to iden­
tify on their publications their association with
the INQUA Commission on Quaternary Shore­
lines, both in words and in the use of the INQUA
logo.
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Hazards'91

Hazards'91,aninternationalsymposium,was
heldattheVillaLaColombella,Perugia,Italy,
onAugust4-9,1991.Thesymposiumwasorga­
nizedbytheInternationalSocietyforthePre­
ventionandMitigationofNaturalHazards(NHS)
andtheCommissiononNaturalMarineHazards
oftheInternationalAssociationforthePhysical
SciencesoftheOceans(lAPSO).Co-sponsorsin­
cludedtheTsunamiSociety,theIntergovern­
mentalOceanographicCommission(IOC)of
UNESCO,theUnitedNationsDisasterReliefOr­
ganization(UNDRO),andothernationalandin­
ternationalassociations.

Thesymposiumincludedsessionsontsunamis,
windwavesandstormsurge,oilspills,andclimate
change.Therewerealsosessionsonearthquakes
andotherhazards.TherewasapanelontheIn­
ternationalDecadeforNaturalDisasterReduc­
tion(IDNDR)whichincludedpresentationsby
representativesfromUNDROandIOC.

Papersofinterestincludedakeynotepaperby
C.N.K.MooersoftheUnitedStatesoncoastal
oceanhazards;apaperbyZ.Qin,Y.Wang,Y.
Duan,andZ.ShenofChinaonnumericalsimu-

lationandpredictionofstormsurgesalongthe
coastofChina;apaperbyT.MurtyofCanada
ontheeffectofgreenhousewarmingontropical
andextratropicalcyclones;andpaperspresented
byS.VenkateshofCanadaonthemotionofoil
spillsinbrokenice.V.K.Gusiakov,A.G.Mar­
chuk,andV.V.TitovoftheUSSRpresenteda
paperonmathematicalmodelsoftsunamibe­
haviour;J.F.LanderandP.A.Lockridgeofthe
UnitedStates,apaperonlandslidegeneratedtsu­
namis;andP.HeinrichofFrance,apaperona
numericalmodelforlandslide-generatedwater
waves.

Thesymposiumclosedwithafinalplenaryses­
sion.Severalresolutionswerepassed,includinga
resolutioncallingforinterdisciplinaryandinter­
governmentalcooperationonthestudyofstorm
surge.TheresolutionswereforwardedtotheSci­
entificandTechnicalCommitteeoflDNDR.There
wasdiscussionontheformationofaninterna­
tionalStormSurgeCommitteeundertheauspices
ofIOC.

FredE.Camfield
President,TsunamiSociety

Vicksburg,Mississippi
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