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PHOTO 110. During Hurricane Gilbert in September, 1988, low seawa lls at this location on the
north coast of the Yu catan peninsula , Mexico were overstepped a nd th e first row of buildings became
th e seawa l l. Seawa lls ca n be seen in th e foregr ound . T he first row of bu ildings ab sorb ed th e brunt
of the s tor m wave ene rgy a nd pr ot ect ed the development behind them , Note th at most of th e debris
from t hese concr ete bui ldings remains in pl ace . On U.S. barr ier islands , wh ere most sma ll build ings
are const r uct ed of wood , flying a nd floating debr is is a major cause of building damage. (Photo:
Da vid M. Bu sh , E. Robert Thiel er, and Orrin H. Pilkey , Program for the Study of Dev eloped Shore­
lines , Dep a rtment of Geolo gy , Duke Univer si ty , Durham , NC 27708).
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