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International Conference on Natural and Man-Made
Hazards in the Coastal Zone

La Jolla , California , U.S.A. , and Ensenada , Baja California, Mexico
(Augus t 14-21 1988)

Th e confere nce , se t up pa rt ly as a preliminary
to t he Joint Oceanogra phic Assembly of SCO R,
was held for t he first mornin g at Scripps Insti ­
t ute of Oceanogra phy , a nd t hen m oved to
Ensenada, some 200 k m south of t he Mexican
bo rder (P h ot o) . In h is exce llent openi ng
address, Dr . Geo rge Pararas-Ca raya nnis , out­
lined t he extent a nd vast econom ic impact of
di sa st er s during t he past 20 years: 3 mi ll io n
dead, 800 million affected, $3 100 mill ion loss .
Professor W. Munk, the doyen of ocea nography ,
presen t ed a superb review of t he top ica l prob­
lem "Globa l warmi ng and sea level. " His im por­
ta nt concl us ion was t hat t hermal expansion of
the ocean cou ld acco unt for most of t he present
record ed sea level r ise, a nd t he re is li t tl e j us­
tificat ion for claims of sea level r ise of the order
of2 .5 m or mor e. After t he morning ope ni ng ses­
sion , t he conference moved to Ensenada.

Sessions at t he ensuing days ad dressed the
probl ems of nearshore earthquakes and la nd­
slides , coastal erosion and engineering aspects,
coastal pollu t ion , storms an d surge effects,
incl uding predictio n of EI Nino and giant ocean
waves, ts unamis, eco logical hazards , a nd legal
aspects of coastal hazards . In cluded a t the con­
fere nce was t he In terna t ional Tsunami Society
bus iness mee t ing , a nd a meeting to review
progre ss on t he UNESCO sponsored resolut ion
for t he 1990s to be an "In ternationa l Decade on
Na tural Dis a s t ers Re d uct ion ." Arisi ng fro m
t his meeting was t he for ma t ion of t he "Int er­
na t iona l Soci ety for t he Prevention a nd Mi ti -

gation of Natura l Hazards" with M.1. E I-Sabh
(Ca nada ) elect ed as P resident.

A feature of the conference was t he strength
of papers presented by t he develop ing nat ion s ,
pa r t icula rl y , from Ind ia , China, and t he host
country, Mexico , who ex h ibi ted many fine
pa per s on wave theory . But a d is a p poin t in g
aspect was t he inappropriate programming of
some pa pers into u n likely sessions, a nd pa r t ic­
ul arly the non-atte ndance of many participants
listed in the programme.

T he Mexica n organis ing co mmittee d id a
sp lendid job h os t in g t he event at E nsenada ,
with exc ellent socia l funct ions , a nd a r eally
friend ly, welcoming, and efficient administra­
t ive team. It is hoped t ha t future International
Conferences on Natural Hazards (the next one
to be in India in December, 1990) can continue
t hi s high standard of conference ma na gem ent ,
but improve on t he pre-conference communica­
t ion , dissemin at ion of information for par t ici­
pa n t s , a nd progra mme organisatio n, e.g . t he
g uided to ur of Scri pps Institute pr om ised to
participants by t he Scripps Organi sing Com­
mit t ee, was never , in fact, carried out.
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