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Horticultural Education at Florida Southern College
The Department of Citrus and Ornamental
Horticulture traces its origins to 1948 when
horticultural education at Florida Southern Col

lege began in the specialized field of citrus stud
ies. FSC remains the only liberal arts college in
the United States to offer a BS specifically in

citrus studies. In 1951, several courses in orna
mental horticulture were added to the curricu

lum, which was expanded to a BS program dur
ing the 1960's. Today, in addition to these two
science-based programs, the Department of Cit
rus and Ornamental Horticulture offers four

combined programs with the Department of
Business and Economics, allowing a student to

major or minor in business administration while
pursuing a degree in citrus or ornamental horti
culture. Many students take advantage of the

college's dual emphasis in either citrus/business
or ornamental horticulture/business. This choice
prepares

them

for

the

demands

of

an

agribusiness career in such allied areas as mar
keting, mass communications, accounting, or
economics. The well-qualified faculty, excel

lent classroom and greenhouse facilities, care
fully designed curricula, and ideal location have
made FSC a vital source of leadership for
Florida's citrus and ornamental horticulture in
dustries.

The Jack M. Berry Citrus Building, which
houses the departmental classrooms, laborato
ries, and offices, is the newest academic build
ing on campus. It includes large, modern lec
ture rooms; a state-of-the-art landscape design

laboratory; student reading room/library; the
Thomas B. Mack Citrus Archives (a collection

of books, bulletins, letters, photographs, maps,
videos, and citrus labels of historical signifi
cance to the Florida citrus industry); and excel

lent computer facilities for students and faculty.

Dr. Prevatt observes students budding
citrus trees.

Dr. Manners demonstrates avocado
grafting techniques for students.

In addition, the department manages five well-

partment maintains an open-door policy and stu

equipped production greenhouses and two dis

dents are free to visit faculty members in their

play greenhouses; a complete, self-contained

offices at any time. Each professor provides one-

plant tissue culture laboratory and growth room;

on-one academic advising, assisting the student

a fruit maturity testing laboratory; and two large

in developing and individualized program of

computer-controlled, walk-in growth chambers.

study and in securing an excellent position af

The campus arboretum contains one of the larg

ter graduation. The low student/faculty ratio

est collections of citrus germplasm in Florida.

(15:1 college wide; 11:1 within the department)

The college's collection of rose mosaic-free

allows students to work closely with teachers

roses, products of the department's heat-therapy

in the classroom and the laboratory.

and virus-indexing program, is grown in two
formal gardens. These plants supply nurseries
throughout the United States and abroad with

virus-free rose propagation material.
Unlike research-oriented public universities,
FSC's primary emphasis is on undergraduate
teaching. Faculty members are committed to

Students are encouraged to gain first-hand
experience in the use of state-of-the-art labora
tory equipment and to register for independent
study courses. These courses allow students to

work individually with faculty members to con
duct original research for publication.

their disciplines and to their students. The de-

Classroom instruction is only a part of a
complete education. At FSC, each student may
choose to combine his or her comprehensive
academic program with a variety of hands-on

experiences. Students produce and market poinsettias and other foliage and flowering crops in

the campus greenhouses, and they learn graft
ing and other citrus production techniques in
the campus citrus arboretum. Additionally, in
ternships with acknowledged leaders in citrus,

ornamental horticulture, and related fields pro
vide students with practical experiences in the
agribusiness world and prepare them for a suc

Student field trip to citrus packing house

cessful transition from academia to industry.
Aside from purely academic matters, a tight-

knit, friendly atmosphere is maintained through
the Citrus and Ornamental Horticulture Club,

Students gain hands-on experience in a
packing house.

departmental weekend field trips, intramural
sports, and other extracurricular activities.
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