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FOREWORD

The Florida State Horticultural Society has pub
lished its own Proceedings

for every annual meeting

beginning with the fifth in 1892.

Proceedings of the

first four meetings have never been previously made

available in separately published form.
The Proceedings of the first four meetings were

published in two of the agricultural news publications

of the day.

The Florida Agriculturist (Vol. X,

Vol. XVI, Noso

19,

20,

and 22; Vol. XVII, Nos.

20; and Vol. XVIII, No.

No.

50;

19 and

20) carried one version.
The
1888, car

Florida Farmer and Fruit Grower for April 18,

ried an account of the first meeting,
Dispatch,
third,

and

The

and the Florida

Farmer and Fruit Grower carried the second,
fourth in subsequent years.

two versions

differ somewhat,

from the Florida Dispatch,

but the second,

Farmer and Fruit Grower,

has been selected for publication by the Society in
this volume.

The text presented here was taken from the
original source by Ida Keeling Cresap,
Librarian,

formerly

Florida Agricultural Experiment Station,

Gainesville, Florida*
The Society hereby acknowledges
its indebtedness to Mrs. Cresap for this service.

PREFACE

Some years ago I became very much interested in the history
surrounding the organization of the Florida Horticultural Society.
I could find no Transactions or Proceedings previous to the Fifth
Proceedings and had about given it up as hopeless until,
some research about early agriculture in Florida,

first four!

In this way:

In looking over Florida Farmer and Fruit Grower,

1888,

in doing

I found the

for April 18,

I found an article on page 249 under this heading,
Horticultural Convention
Report of Proceedings - A New Organization Effected

which stated in the first paragraph that:
"The Florida Nursery
men's Association met in semi-annual session in, the parlors of
the Ocala House, Ocala, Fla., on April 10th, at 3 o'clock p.m.
"After the transaction of the usual routine business,

a

resolution was passed that when the meeting adjourn it be to

meet at 7:30 o'clock p.m.

for the purpose of organizing the

Florida Horticultural Society.1'
This was done.
as

At 7:30 that evening the meeting reconvened

the Florida Horticultural Society - drafted a constitution

and elected its first officers.

I had to search the pages of the above newspaper until I
found what is (I am sure) the only published First Proceedings.
The Second Proceedings were published in the same way,

tinued from issue to issue,

Fruit Grower,

in the Florida Dispatch,

(new series Vol.

1) beginning May 16,

The Third Proceedings as above,
ginning May 8,

con

Farmer and

1889.

(new series Vol.

II) be

1890.

The Fourth Proceedings,

same as above (new series Vol.

beginning in the issue for May 21,

Ill)

1891.

After assembling all of this material I had a typescript
made of it,

of which this is a Thermo-Fax copy.

II

Eventually I trust that the Florida State Horticultural
Society may consider having these first four Proceedings printed
and bound into one permanent volume.
It would become one of the
most valuable additions to the horticultural archives of Florida.

Ida Keeling Cresap, Librarian
Agricultural Experiment Station

-"

May 1,

1958

Gainesville
Florida
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Jacksonville, Fla., April 18,

1888.

HORTICULTURAL CONVENTION

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS—A NEW ORGANIZATION EFFECTED.

The Florida Nurserymen's Association met in semi-annual session in the
parlors of the Ocala House,

Ocala,

Fla.,

on April 18,

at 3 o'clock p.m.

After the transaction of the usual routine business, a resolution was
passed that when the meeting adjourn it be to meet at 7:30 o'clock p.m.
for the purpose of organizing the Florida Horticultural Society.
The remainder of the afternoon session was devoted to a general dis
as follows:

cussion on horticultural topics,

GENERAL DISCUSSION.

Mro Dudley Adams said his experience with the Navel orange had been out '
of the usual run;

his original stock came from Mr. Saunders in 1876.
No
trees that he has bear greater weight of fruit, and none so valuable.
Whether it was the result of any particular strain or stock on which they
were worked he could not say.
They bear in many cases over one thousand
each, and do it all the while, in some cases so full as to break the
branches, running in size from 54 to 128 to the box; general sizes 72,
76, and 80, and rarely a seed.
Mr. J. B. Anderson said he had trees from Mr. Wells, Mr. Rivers and

"

Mr. Parsons and the Department, and they have borne regular crops always.
Some from Mr. Wells labelled Bahia have borne better than those from Parsons

and Rivers, though not so well as those from the Department.
boxes from the Wells trees at from $8 to $10 per box.
Mr. Manville stated that

the Navel of Mr.

Harp,

They sold 400

of Crescent Ci£y.,

from

which buds had been widely disseminated through the State, was from the same

Mr. William Wells (Mr. Wells,

of Satsuma, now deceased),

and that be believed

Mr. Wells got them from the Department.

The general opinion was that trees of the Navel received from the De
partment were the best bearers.
Mr. Phelps said that Mr. Kedney, Col. Whitner and himself had each had trees from the Department labelled Bahia as
early as 1874.
He could not determine any difference in these oranges; although he sometimes fancied some trees he had from Mr.

Beach,

labelled Par

son's Navel, were the most vigorous; his trees of Parsons and from the De
partment set side by side on rich,

low land,

hold more fruit than any other

of this variety, and those of Col. Whitner's, on low ground also bear full.
Mr.

Phelps said he could see but little difference between Navels.

He has

had Navels from twelve different people and he could not 'see as many dif
ferent varieties.
Mr. Phelps thought that there was no deficiency of pollen
in the Navel.
On one of his trees, obtained from Mr. Atwood, there were now
500 one-third grown, from last October blossoms.
His opinion was that the
pollen of the Navel is different from that of any others, and that there is

:

-
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plenty of It for fertilization purposes, or fruit would not set and grow as
large as marbles and then dropp off. He had examined the Navel bloom care
fully with a microscope, and had detected a minute insect that seemed to
convey the pollen to the pistil, and that nature seemed to provide an insect
to fertilize. He had furnished Mr. Hart with the Double Imperial Navel, it
had fruited at Belair and also for himself; trees of the same variety that
he saw in Louisiana were very full; so far it had borne well, but he had not
tested it long enough to advise nurserymen to grow it.
Mr Pierce said he had fruited Navels for a number of years, very sat

isfactorily in case of some trees; some were from one sourcej some from an-

Mr Phelps suid the:: when he was a child in Moravia, New York, as early
as 1845*. he knew a man ..ho had a greenhouse, and who had in it a Navel orange
in a tub; a short time . .jo when in New York he went to see it again; the
orange was of the same lamily as our Florida Navels, but was full of seeds.
They were very fine oranges.

Mr

Pierce said that his >!ave

, as a rule, had but few seeds.

Mr. Phelps said t'..at he hao a suggestion to make, that whenever a su-

perior orange was founa the seed from it should be planted; he believed that
each seed produces fruit after its kind, except when impregnated by P°Uen
from a different variety; that we can get fruit in five years from the seed
by budding from the seedling, when as big as one's finger, to large stocks;
that we should all experiment. He still believed our Florida orange the best

in th"°jJ;

agked i£ ^ pheipS or any one had ever seen blood marks

Mr1" PhelpsSsaid that he had, in Du Roi, Navel and St. Michael oranges.

He had brought a few oranges, picked at random, with a lantern, after dark,
and would be glad to have the Society test them.
Mr Adams said that when his St. Michaels (or Sanford's Mediterran

ean Sweets) hung on the trees until late in spring, they usually showed
traces of blood, and that if there was a blood orange within three miles

of it he didn't know of it.

Mr. Manville asked if that might not be one of the so-called

«Ki«n(4

blood

Mr?Adams said that it might possibly be a peculiarity of the variety.
Mr

Manville asked hoW these blood marks came in varieties known never

to show this mark, except when near bloods, unless by the influence of

P°lleMr. Anderson asked Mr. Phelps if he considered all Navels of the same
variety. ^^^ ^afc he considered the Double Imperial distinct, but
all the'rest of the same type. He thought Mr. Parson's Navel got the habit
of barrenness from being grown in a greenhouse so long; that Garey s Medi
terranean Sweets, brought here from Malta by way of England, Rochester and
California, were deficient in stamina, as compared with the Maltese Oval
(which he considered the same variety), brought direct to Florida from Malta.
Even in the case of the Jaffa orange, taken from different trees, although
all of the same variety, there were trees from which he preferred to bud;
that there were superior strains, even of the same variety.
Mr Callahan thought Mr. Phelps' ideas about experimenting were good,
that his attention had been called by the late cold snap to £he Satsuma

orange, which stood the cold so well; but that he did not like the habit of
the tree.

•
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He had a Tangerine that, contrary to the usual characteristics of this

variety, held its flavor until very late in the season;, it stands cold just
as well or better than the Satsuraa.

He considered the Blood orange as among the very best varieties.
- His ideas on the pollen question had been that the next generation from
the seed was the only one affected; in the case of corn it was different,
as
corn was the seed itself; he considered that only the seed of the present
generation was affected*

Mr. Pierce asked why, if the seed only is affected, that he finds so
many oranges with Navel marks on them, in close proximity to Navel trees —
and the nearer Navel trees the plainer the marks.
Mr. Phelps said that he had put two or three varieties on the same stock
to see if that made any difference; that he found the mark more frequently
in such cases; that men who walk with their eyes open where the oranges grow

ought to be better judges than men a great deal more learned who live in New
York and Philadelphia.

It was agreed that the Association should test Mr. Phelps' oranges after

adjournment.

FLORIDA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

ment,

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 o'clock, according to adjourn
for the purpose of organizing the FLORIDA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY.
Tem

porary organization was effected by election of Jas. P. DePass chairman, and
Geo. L. Taber, Secretary. No regular meeting of the Fruit Growers' Associa
tion had been held, owing to the fact that a quorum of the Executive Commit
tee was not present.
But a delegation from that Association participated in
the organization.

Messrs. Phelps, Adams and Anderson, Committee on Constitution (appoint
ed at the afternoon session), submitted a constitution which was taken up,
article by article, and after discussion and amendment, was adopted, as
follows:
CONSTITUTION

ART. I.
This organization shall be known as the Florida Horticultural
Society, and its object shall be the advancement of Horticulture.

ART. II. Any person may become a member of this society by signing the
constitution and paying one dollar.
The annual dues of members shall be one
dollar.

ART. III.
Its officerssshall consist of a President, three Vice-Presidents, Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, and an Executive Com
mittee of three, who shall be elected by ballot at each annual meeting.
After the first election their terms of office shall begin on the 1st day
of April following their election.

AlfT. IV.
The regular annual meeting of this society shall be held on
the first Tuesday in March, except when otherwise ordered by the Executive

Committee.

ART. V.

The duties of the President, Vice-Presidents, Secretary and

Treasurer shall be such as usually devolve upon those officers. The Presi
dent and Secretary shall be ex-officio members of the Executive Committee.
ART. VI.
The Executive Committee shall have authority to act for the
society between annual meetings.

ART. VII.

The constitution may be amended by a vote of two-thirds of

the members present.

- 4 The society next proceeded to elect
OFFICERS.

With the following result:
President, Dudley W. Adams, of Tangerine.
Vice-Presidents, W. K. Cessna, of Gainesville; E. DuBois, of Talla
hassee; Jas. P. DePass, of Archer.
Secretary, Geo. L. Taber, of Glen St. Mary.
Corresponding Secretary, D. H. Elliott, of Sanford.
Treasurer, J. B. Anderson, of San Mateo.
Executive Committee, Lyman Phelps, of Sanford; P. W.

Reasoner, of

Manatee; A. H. Manville, of Jacksonville.
Time and place of the next meeting of the American Pomological Society,

which is to be held in Florida next February, was taken up.

President Adams, who is a member of the American Pomo logical Society's
well as Vice-President for

Committee of Arrangements for next meeting, as
Florida of this Society, said that there was a
be held as far in the interior of the State as
in view; the location must depend largely upon

general wish that the meeting
possible.
That no place was
railroad courtesy, local pub

lic spirit*, and hotel accommodations.

Mr. Pierce thought the Society desired to go as far south as possible.
A number of places were suggested, and their respective advantages in
formally discussed.

President Adams explained that the Arrangement Committee of the Ameri

can Pomo logical Society would work in unison with the Florida Horticultural
Society, and that the latter should, in fact, take the lead in the matter.
The entire matter was referred to the Executive Committee, with power
to

act.

Adjourned to 11 a.m. Wednesday.
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

met after the adjournment of the society to discuss ways and means for en
tertaining the American Pomological Society.
Mr. Phelps was appointed a committee to confer with railroads and
transportation lines.
Messrs. A. H. Manville and D.

Redmond were appointed a committee to

confer with the Sub-Tropical management and the Jacksonville Board of Trade*
The following gentlemen were appointed to ascertain what inducements
and advantages would be offered by their respective places for this meeting:
Orlando, Messrs. Mahlon Gore and Editor Record.
Palatka, Messrs. Benj. Harrison and A. J. Beach.
DeLand, Hon. A. H. DeLand and Mr. C. Fo A.
Gainesville, W.
Tampa, W.

C.

K.

Bielby.

Cessna.

Crum.

Ocala, Colonel A. Eichelberger, I. J, Browhard.
Sanford, J. N. Whitner and George H. Fernald.
The secretary was instructed to prepare a circular getting forth

object and character of this meeting (of the American Pomological Society)
for distribution.

(Concluded in next number.)
G. L.

Taber,

Secretary.

P. W. Reasoner, Ass't. Secretary
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HORTICULTURE

HORTICULTURAL CONVENTION

INTERESTING DISCUSSION OF FRUIT GROWERS'

INTERESTS.

(Continued from Last Number).
SECOND DAY

An informal meeting was held before time for regular session.
Mr. Phelps showed a branch — a sport — from a sweet seedling orange
tree with a peculiar growth of myrtifolia, which came up as a water shoot
from the root, of the sweet seedling.
He had noticed more peculiar things,
as regards plant life, in Florida than anywhere else.
Mr. Manville mentioned a sport from an orange tree which had borne
fruit, although Mr. Saunders had predicted that it would not do so.
Mr. Phelps showed some variegated leaves (yellow, green and white) from
a sweet seedling tree of Mr. Eichelberger's, of which the orange also was

variegated with narrow yellow and white stripes running longitudinally.
Mr.
Phelps suggested that when any nurseryman in the State finds sports on his
trees that they be brought before the Horticultural Society.
He objected to
the Navel being called a shy bearer, because it makes such efforts to bear.
Older trees bear better and better every year, even Parson's Navel, budded
eight or ten years ago, have now a full crop of fruit.
Mr. Rooks said that the last spring he found on a Satsuma tree a beau
tiful variegated orange striped longitudinally, he preserved and planted the
seed and obtained from it fourteen albinos and one pure green seedling.
He
had an umbrella tree four feet high, with white leaves, but it died last
summer.
He had never seen a perfect albino reach maturity.
He has seen and

sampled Mr. Eichelberger's variegated orange, which he considers an excel
lent one.
Mr. Rooks reported his Peen-tQs as having been stung badly by the curculio, much of which, however, will mature.
He has seen but very little of

the fruit of either Honey or Bidwell's Early that has been stung.
The out
look for the peach he considers encouraging, except for the root-knot,
which he thinks a serious drawback.
He has seen trees that have borne a
bushel of fruit entirely killed by the root-knot.
He exhibited ripe Peentos and also some that .had been ..stung.
Mr. Mott thought that the Peen-to crop would be light in South Florida
this year, and that all other varieties, with the exception of Peen-to seed
lings and a few trees of Spanish type, would also show a light crop.
He re

ported the Honey as being tardy in leafing out and also some other varieties
as acting the same way.
He thinks there were few trees that came from other
States that were worth planting below Lake Harris.
He thinks the curculio
will be more troublesome as the acreage of peaches increases.
He looks for
grand results from seedlings of the Peen-to family; called attention to

sports which he saw last summer at Waldo — round peaches on Peen-to limb

-

bearing also flat fruit,
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thinks buds taken from twigs bearing these sports

will produce round peaches.
Mr. Bidwell's peaches stung by curculio last year,

not so much this
year.
He considers Home's Hybrid a better grower than the Honey; is more
vigorous, but is not a better bearer in his section.
The Honeys bear well
the second year, but with me often fail to produce as well in subsequent
years.
Considers the Thurber one of the best brought here from points north.
Messrs. Mott, Pierce and Dubois had found other peaches than the Peento family late in leafing out.
Judging from a few specimens of year old
trees, the Florida Crawford does not leaf out any better than others of the
Spanish strain.

Mr. Manville said that Florida Crawfords, in Polk county, grew as well,
were as vigorous, and leafed out nearly as early as the Peen-to, in marked
contrast to the Honey, as well as others of Spanish strain.
Mr. Mott had had no experience with the Pallas, and did not expect much
from it.

Mr. Rooks quoted Pallas and Home's Hybrid as doing well with him.
Mr. Taber said that mary varieties of peaches that do well with him
were very late in showing leaf.
He had trees now of the Pallas, not yet
leaved out, that were set full of the fruit as large as marbles; they act
much the same each year, but the fruit grew well, and came to maturity.
Peaches of nearly all varieties in his section are now set, but some
of the latter varieties are only just in bloom, and also a few of-the early
varieties, such as Alexander and Hale's Early, are slow in starting.
In
some instances varieties that ripen the earliest are latest in showing
bloom.
The action of many varieties of fruit in his section, setting fruit
before the leaves appear, is very odd and seems to be common in Florida, and
yet in Baker county they never fail of having a good crop of peaches.
He
shipped 400 bushels last year.

President Adams said,
maturity of fruit,

in connection with the period of blooming and the

they could judge nothing by the time of blooming.

Mr. Mott said that Alexander and Crawford's Early ripened in Orlando
last year, but were comparatively of no value for that section.
Mr. DePass thought this season a remarkable one; he had never known any-

think like it during the last ten years; that in the middle of January the
peach trees showed a disposition to bloom, but that a cold snap in the lat
ter part of January, in which the thermometer registered 22 degrees F, at
Archer, seemed to affect them unfavorably, and subsequently all varieties

except the Peen-tos showed tardiness in leafing out.
In his orchard there
were trees now with no leaves on but with fruit as large as hickory nuts;
also honey trees with fruit two thirds grown, without a leaf.
He quoted the
Onderdonk peach, from Texas, as being a good bearer.
He called attention
to two trees, seedlings, of blood strain, which are very early.
These are
heavily laden, are in full leaf, and he has named them DePass1 Early.
He
thinks they are sports.
He says they are two weeks earlier than Peen-tos.
He thinks a great many peach trees are killed by misapplied fertilization
and by improper planting.
Thinks the best time for applying fertilizer is
when the trees are dormant, and again in June.
He has seen the root-knot
for the past 21 years.
Doesn't think he has a tree in his orchard that
hadn't the root-knot when planted.
Some of these trees have borne as high
as 20-bushels each.
Has seen attacks of the root-knot also on plums, figs
and mulberries.
Thinks root-knot usually attacks surface roots and may be
avoided to some extent by deep planting.
He does not attach as much impor
tance to the subject of root-knot as some others do.
Says he would just as
soon have trees for his own planting that were infested with it.
Mr. DePass thinks that an application of copperas and potash is very
beneficial in promoting the growth of trees, and also destroying root-knot

-

7 -

and other insect life.
Mr. Phelps said that If he could have six inches of soil on the roots,
he would not hesitate to put a barrel of ashes to the tree (applied as a

surface dressing.)
Mr. Mott advised the use of ashes on peach trees;

called attention to

the fact that for every bushel of fruit grown, two pounds of potash were
taken from the soil.
Finds root-knot everywhere in the State, but thinks
with proper fertilization and treatment we need have no fear of it; says

wood ashes will cure it,

but it takes a heavy application to do so, perhaps
more than can be afforded on a large scale.
Doesn't believe in heavy prun
ing of peach trees unless they get diseased, particularly while young.
Thinks the best time to prune is as soon as the fruit is off, also thinks
that is the best time to fertilize.
Mr. Taber never had pruned his peach trees much,

when young,

except

to form heads

until this year, when he had given them a heavy pruning early

in the spring.
Agreed with Mr. Mott, that after attaining three or four
years of age they needed pruning much more than previous to that time.
At

that age trees that had borne heavily will show some dead twigs, which
should be cut out and the long limbs shortened

in to keep the bearing wood

next to the body of the tree.
Where trees have borne heavily, would advise pruning as

fruit is removed in the summer,

but where the crop is

can be pruned without cutting off too much fruit,

the spring.
Mr. Callahan thinks
Mr.

soon as the

light and the trees

would advise trimming in

the Honey needs pruning more than the Peen-to.

Dubois says that in France nurserymen prune trees twice when in

full bloom,

thus securing larger

fruit,

and as much of it in bulk as

would be otherwise.
He has done it here with the same results.
Mr. DePass agrees with Mr. Dubois; would prune in March, after
fruit has set;

there

the

thinks it too late to prune the Peen-to after the crop has

been harvested.

Mr, Taber never found any trouble in this respect.
Said that when
there is a good crop the trees never make much growth until after the fruit
is removed, and that they then still have a long season in which to grow and
mature fruit buds

for the following year.
REGULAR MORNING SESSION

Meeting called to order by President Adams at 11 a.m.

The following gentlemen were present:
Wheatley,

N.

Duncan,

Mott,

Palm Springs;

Clearwater;

Orlando;

H. Manville,

J.

J.

L.

B.

Lipsey,

Lyman Phelps,

San Mateo;

R.

Citra;

J.

P.

N. Whitner, Lake City; R.

W.

Pierce,

Jacksonville;

W.

Anderson,

A.

Callahan, Melrose;

D.

Sanford; H.
Hoyt,

DePass, Archer;

P.

W.

L.

Bay yiew;

A.

James

Indian Springs; A.
Reasoner, Manatee;

Geo, L. Taber, Glen St. Mary; Dudley W. Adams, Tangerine; I. J. Brokaw,
Anthony; E. DuBois, Tallahassee; A. Eichelberger, Ocala; E. L. Carney, Lake
Weir; G. E. Campbell, Lake Weir; Thos. Garey, Ocala; Frank Harris, Ocala;
0. Albright, Leesburg; 0. P. Rooks, Gardenia'; W. J. Merrill, Gardenia.
The committee to name and classify the varieties of
FIG AND POMEGRANATE

made the following report:

The little attention heretofore bestowed upon the fig and pomegranate

in Florida and the South generally, and the lack of anything like accurate
descriptions of these fine and desirable fruits,

even in our best nursery
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i7 renders the task assigned your committee somewhat difficult and
arduous.

We find in some foreign catalogues the names of nearly fifty varieties

of the fig and at least a dozen sorts of pomegranates; but few of those
names convey to us any clear ideas or enable us to verify or identify the

sorts we have in cultivation in this country. Deeming the fig of very great
value to Florida, we have consulted some of the best and most reliable au
thorities on nomenclature, and we find in Loudon's Encyclopedia of Gardening
the names and descriptions of twenty-two varieties of figs classified as
follows:
BLUE OR BLACK FRUIT
1.

Black German.

2.

Black Ischia.

3.

Black Italian.

4.

Large Blue.

5.

Small Blue.
RED AND PURPLE FRUIT

6.

Bordeaux.

7.

Brown Turkey.

8.

Brunswick.

9.

Chestnut.

10.

Long Brown Naples.

11.

Malta

12.

Murray Brown Naples.

13.

Pregussata.

14.

Purple Genoa.

15.

Small Brown Ischia.

16.

Violette.

YELLOW,
17.

WHITE OR GREEN FRUIT.

Angelique.

18.

Green Ischia.

19.

Marseilles (white).

20.

Nerii.

21.

Small Green.

22.

Yellow Ischia.

Large White Genoa,

etc.,

etc.

Downing, also, copies the list of the London Horticultural Society,
including over forty (40) sorts, many of which are probably synonymous; and
remarks that few of these have been introduced into this country, and that
all which are the most desirable and excellent may be comprised in a limit
ed selection of varieties. While this is true of the fig, as of most fruits,
the ease and rapidity with which new sorts may be tested should induce us

who are entering de novo upon fig culture to make careful experiments with
all varieties which we can procure, and adopt only the very best for a per

manent place in our authorized lists and catalogues.

It is only quite recently that any attempt has been made in Florida to
form collections of fig trees for the purpose of testing, properly naming
and classifying the different varieties, but it gives your committee much
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pleasure to report some progress toward the accomplishment of these desirable
objects.
C>? of the members of this association has already collected more
than thirty (30) named sorts, and has placed twenty-two (22) sorts at the
Sub-Tropical Exposition.

In the multiplicity of names,
to these varieties,

local,

personal and arbitrary,

attached

it is more than probable that sorts bearing diverse cog

nomens may prove identical;

but,

with our present means of comparison and

the exercise of close observation and vigilance, we can soon reduce the now
confused lists of this delightful

fruit

to proper system and order.

Our

main reliance in attaining this end must rest upon the notes and descrip
tions of all our members and others who grow the fig,

and your committee

would respectfully suggest that such notes and descriptions be sent during

the season of fruiting to

the chairman of the committee,

to aid him and his

colleagues in forming a report of practical value for a subsequent meeting
of our association.
In the present crude and somewhat confused
clature,

condition of our fig nomen

we refrain from offering the society any names or descriptions,

but hope to gather material for a fuller and more satisfactory report by our
next

fall or winter meeting.

The same general remarks apply to the nomenclature and classification
of the pomegranate,
in the past

several new varieties of which have been introduced with

three years.

commercial value,

Though not at all equal

of much excellence for the dessert and other uses,
purposes of decoration.
and

seems
Notes

Like the fig,

fruit

it grows very readily from cuttings,

and descriptions of any new or rare pomegranates,

We recommend

and careful

sent as

above

them.
to the active and progressive members of our society,

wide

experiments with all attainable varieties of these two valuable

some of which can probably be greatly improved by skillful culture

in our favorable climate.

And we suggest that a very wide

ment is open in the production of new varieties
ful

and attractive

and almost unrivalled for

will greatly aid your committee in the performance of the pleas

task assigned

fruits,

the fig in economic or

to be productive and hardy in all parts of the State.

requested,
ing

to

the pomegranate is a very beautiful

field for

from the seed,

improve

and the care

selection of such as promise the greatest value for our own purposes.
We respectfully ask more time for observation and

the collection of

facts

in regard to these fruits,

imperfect report as an earnest of future,

and,

and

investigation,

submit

and

this crude and

we trust, more satisfactory

effort.
D.

Redmond.

E.

H.

Hart.

U.

C.

Steele.

The President was authorized to appoint the following
STANDING COMMITTEES:

A committee of five on Nomenclature, which should be instructed to en
umerate and catalogue the fruits of Florida after the same general manner as
the American Pomological Society and the Georgia State Horticultural Society,
and report

at

the next meeting.

The following Fruit Committees,

to consist of three members each,

consider and report upon the best varieties, methods of culture,
the various sections of the State:

etc.,

to
in

I.
II.
III.

IV.
V.

VI.
VII.

VIII.
IX.
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Citrus fruits,

Peaches and plums.
Grapes.

Figs.
The Kaki.

Apples and Pears.
Tropical

fruits.

Wild fruits (indigenous or naturalized.)
Flowers and Ornamental Shrubbery.

X.
"Ad interim.11
The last named committee was appointed in accordance with the following

resolution sent in by Mr. D.
Resolved,

Redmond (not present),

and unanimously adopted:

That the chairman of this meeting appoint a committee of ex

pert and competent judges of fruit, whose duty it shall be to receive, exa
mine and pass judgment upon the merits of all fruit sent by the members of
this society or others during the season, when this society shall not be in

session; and that all such examinations and judgments be carefully recorded
by the chairman of said Ad Interim Committee, and reported to this society
at its regular meetings.

A discussion on native fruits

followed.

Mr.

DePass called attention to

a superior variety of native blackberry found growing wild in his vicinage,

and offered to send plants to any of the members desiring them.
Mr. Thos. Garey mentioned a white blackberry of excellent quality grow
ing wild near Ocala.

Prof. DuBois said that the finest blackberries he had ever seen, fully
equal to cultivated sorts, grew around Tallahassee.
He would take pleasure
in marking.the finest specimens (the fruit will soon be ripe) and sending
to members desiring them,

at the proper season.
The chair was authorized to appoint a special committee of three on

fertilizers.
Mr. Carney urged the importance of taking action looking to securing

an act of the Legislature authorizing official inspection and analysis of
fertilizers.
Mr. Phelps thought the chemical analysis of fertilizers amounted to very

little as a test of their practical value.
Mr. Anderson agreed with Mr. Phelps, and thought State inspection of
little practical value.

Messrs.

Dubois,

Rooks and Carney thought it of great practical value,

not only in furnishing information as to the actual constituents of the fer

tilizers and their comparative solubility,

but also,

and more important,

be

cause it enables the public to distinguish between fraudulent preparations
and those of real value.
OUR EXPERIMENTAL STATION.

Prof.

Whitner was

asked

to explain to the society the present condition

and plans of the State Experimental Station.

He said that the annual appro
priation from the General Government of $15,000 was now available, and that
the first payment of $7,500 was in the hands of the trustees of the State
Agricultural College, to whom the fund will hereafter be paid in quarterly
installments; that no plans have been given to the public, and that Dr. Kost
had been appointed

temporary director,

and was carrying on a few experiments

on the college grounds.
He (Prof. Whitner), as superintendent of the college
farm, had been asked to assist in the preparation of a bulletin now in press,
and had given the results of his experience with Texas blue grass, that being

-
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the only experiment on the farm now approaching completion.
He said that
the next meeting of the board of trustees would be held in June, and he pre
sumed that at that time arrangements would be perfected for fully equipping
the station.

In regard to branch stations,

he understood that an informal opinion

had been obtained from the Supreme Court, adverse to the expenditure of this
fund at any other point than on the college grounds at Lake City.
This would
preclude any experimental work being carried on in South Florida under the
provisions of the Hatch bill.

Prof. Whitner did not think chemical analysis by any means a complete or
satisfactory test as to the economic value of commercial and other fertili
zers; he had seen fertilizers which were perfectly satisfactory so far as
analysis was concerned, so lacking in other requisites as to afford but lit
tle, if any, available plant food.
While it was probably useful to some ex
tent in the detection of fraud, and as an absolute measure of value, it
should always be used in connection with practical experiments, such as it
should be the purpose of our experimental station to carry on.
In this way
the practical and relative value of commercial fertilizers could be clearly
demonstrated.

The whole matter of fertilizers was referred to the committee on this
subject.

The President was authorized to appoint a committee of three on Incor
poration.

.

On motion, the secretary was instructed to invite the Georgia State Hor
ticultural Society to visit Florida at the time of the next meeting of the
American Pomological Society.

Mr.

Reasoner offered the following resolution, which was unanimously

adopted:

Resolved, That we recognize the great work that has been done by the

Florida Fruit Growers1 Association in advancing the interest of pomology in
this State, through the efforts of which our pomology has been brought to
its present development, and that we extend to them a cordial invitation to
cooperate with us for the further advancement of Florida pomological inter
ests.

President Adams announced that he had found it impossible,

in the short

time at his command, to make up a satisfactory list of membership for the
various committees it devolved upon him to appoint; he would take the matter
into consideration and give the appointments to the public at at early day.
At this point Messrs. A. B. Mann, Henry Marcotte and W. H. Gotwald,
President, Vice-President and Manager respectively of the Withlacoochee and
Wekiva Land Co., were introduced to the Society and President Mann, in the
behalf of his company, extended an invitation to the society to an excursion
over the B.S., 0. & G.R.R. to Dunelion and the company's lands along the
Withlacoochee, which was unanimously accepted.
After the usual resolutions of thanks the society adjourned subject to
the call of the Executive Committee.

At 3 o'clock p.m., April 11, after the formal adjournment of the Florida
Horticultural Society and Florida Nurserymen's Association, the members of
both bodies met at the B.S., 0. & G.R.R. depot to participate in the excur
sion to kindly tendered them by the officers of the Withlacoochee and Wekiva
Land Co.

Our route extended for twenty-five miles through a beautiful roll
ing country lying between Ocala and Withlacoochee river.
The country is but
little settled as yet, but now and then a thrifty grove or garden pointed

toward what could be done by the future settler and horticulturist.

sites of. several new towns were passed,

The

and at Blue Spring our party was

given time to leave the train for a few minutes, and admire the beautiful
clear water of the spring, and to test its drinking qualities.
At Dune lion,

-
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the present terminus of the railroad, a ramble was enjoyed through the ham

mock on the banks of the Withlacoochee, and a row on the deep, clear water
of the river itself.
The excursion was enjoyed very much by all the parti
cipants, who, upon reaching Ocala in the evening, were unanimous in their
expressions of thanks for the courtesies received.
G.

L.

P. W.

Taber,

Secretary,

Reasoner, Ass't.

Sec'y.

