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considered characteristic early symptoms of 

copper deficiency in the avocado. 

Ruehle and Lynch (6) described the de 

velopment of a severe multiple bud condition 

and dieback of the shoots of their copper-

deficient avocado trees. Their photographs 

showing this condition bear at least a super 

ficial resemblance to our illustration of boron 

deficiency. Therefore, under field conditions, it 

may be difficult to distinguish between multi 

ple buds and dieback caused by a deficiency 

of copper and the condition caused by a defi 

ciency of boron, and caution should be exer 

cised in diagnosing these deficiencies without 

additional criteria. 
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Summary 

Inflorescences in the mango are determinate 

and appear under normal conditions only from 

terminal buds. If, however, the terminal buds 

are removed during the flowering period, in 

florescences are produced by axillary buds in 

the distal region of the shoot. Normally the 

axillary buds remain dormant during this 

period, ̂ but later some of them produce vege 

tative shoots. Results of experiments on gir 

dled, decapitated branches which were defoli 

ated at various intervals after the removal of 

the terminal bud indicate that when leaves 

were present above the girdle floral induction 

took place in the axillary buds in a period 

between one and four days after decapitation 

and that floral differentiation rapidly followed. 

Note: This paper was published in full in 

American Journal of Botany for March 1946. 




