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FROM THE

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

JENNIFER K. ABDELNOUR, CAE

H#FLACONZ26, “Tell Your Story,” was a success!
Thank you to all attendees, exhibitors and
sponsors. We appreciate your support of our
annual conference.

A big thank you to the Florida Library
Association’s (FLA's) Conference Planner Jeanice
Caskey and Patti Heseltine and the Conference
Planning Committee members for their
remarkable accomplishments this and every
year. And thank you to the Conference
attendees and exhibitors for your survey
responses. The Conference Planning Committee
takes your feedback seriously to improve your
conference experience.

| am looking forward to FLA 2026-2027 President
Marina Morgan'’s theme: “Al in Libraries: Friend,
Foe, or Future?” being explored in the next year.
If you haven't had a chance to read Marina’s
latest President’'s Message, look for it in this
issue.

Planning for #FLACON27 begins this month.
Please make plans now to attend our
Conference May 11-14, 2027, at the Hilton
Doubletree Orlando Theme Park Resort.

Now onto the most significant threat to Florida
libraries in years: property tax reform.

This May, the Florida Legislature approved a
property tax reform measure for the November
ballot that would increase the homestead
exemption to $250,000 over the next two years.
FLA is collecting information from Florida public
libraries to learn the total effect of this measure
should it be approved by the voters. Responses
will be shared with the FLA Board of Directors
and the Advocacy Committee to help inform
advocacy, coalition-building, and
communication efforts.
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President Marina Morgan, VP/President-Elect
Belle Reynoso, and | have been participating in
coalition calls and meetings to gather
information, share resources, and explore what
other stakeholders are expecting to face should
the measure pass.

There is much reason for hope. As of this writing,
current polling is showing the measure falling
just short of the 60% required to pass and be
added to the Florida Constitution; Additionally,
no “YES” campaign or coalition is yet apparent.

Based on everything | am hearing from coalition
partners, we can defeat this harmful and short-
sighted measure! Stay tuned for FLA’s next steps.
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ki 8 Help FLA keep the spirit of libraries alive all year long! Your
g donation brings the gift of advocacy, learning, and mnmﬂlﬂn
g to Florida's library community.

It's ba-ack. As summer heats up, FLA has
again launched our "Christmas in July"
fundraising appeal. It's the perfect time to

embrace the joy of giving. We invite you to

join us in spreading joy and supporting
FLA. "Christmas in July" offers a wonderful
opportunity to celebrate the warmth and
generosity of the holiday season, even in
the midst of summer.

Summer is the slowest period of time for
new or renewing memberships and
donations to FLA, and FLA still faces
pressing financial challenges.

In order to sustain and grow our
organization, we urgently need new
revenue streams.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
This "Christmas in July," you can be our

Santa and bring the gift of support to FLA
in two wonderful ways:

Donate: A suggested minimum donation of

$20 can make a significant difference.
Please donate what you can. Imagine the
warmth and joy your contribution will
bring to our library community!
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Join or Renew: Joining or renewing your
Personal (formerly called ‘Individual’).

Membership now through September 30
is half off the regular dues, making it
easier than ever to become a part of our
community. Pro-rated memberships
expire on December 31. If you are not
already a member of FLA, this is the
perfect gift for yourself, friends, family,
colleagues, and FLA! Join or renew here.

Share: Share this flyer with your library
director so they can post it on a physical
or electronic billboard, share with library
allies, etc.

Your support will help us continue to
provide valuable resources and
opportunities for learning and
connection within the library community.

Thank you for considering our request.
Together, we can ensure the Florida
Library Association remains a vibrant and
vital part of our professional community.

Wishing you a joyful "Christmas in July"
and a wonderful rest of your summer.

Warm regards,

E JENNIFER K. ABDELNOUR, CAE

FLA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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