
Finian Chesser
Minority Graduate Scholarship

“I am very grateful for the FLA scholarship to help ease the financial
stress of continuing my education. Yet, more than the monetary gain, I
appreciate the validation of this award. Even though I’ve dreamed of
being a librarian since I was thirteen, I struggle sometimes to feel my

work is meaningful. This recognition doesn’t just affirm that my work is
valued but that experts and peers in my field are invested in my future.

The world is facing so many challenges right now. Knowing that the
library community of my home state believes in me is something that
gives me the confidence to stay on my path to becoming a librarian.”

Bernadette Storck
University of South Florida Graduate Scholarship

Yasmin Teja

“Receiving the USF Bernadette Storck Scholarship is an incredible honor
that affirms my passion and commitment to the field of librarianship. As I

pursue my master’s in library and information science, this scholarship
not only provides vital financial support, but also strengthens my resolve
to champion literacy and inclusive, community-centered library services.
It is a privilege to be gifted with the USF Bernadette Storck Scholarship,

and I aspire to pay it forward.”

Kelsie Burnard
Florida State University Scholarship

“I want to express my sincere gratitude to the Florida Library Association
for supporting my lifelong aspiration of becoming a Youth Librarian

through this scholarship. This recognition provides me with a valuable
opportunity to advance my career and positively impact the lives of
future generations. As a future youth librarian, I aim to inspire my

community in the same way I was supported and encouraged during my
own childhood.”
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