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Season's greetings in July!

As summer heats up, the Florida Library Association
has launched our "Christmas in July" fundraising
appeal. It's the perfect time to embrace the joy of
giving. We invite you to join us in spreading joy and
supporting the Florida Library Association (FLA).
"Christmas in July" offers a wonderful opportunity to
celebrate the warmth and generosity of the holiday
season, even in the midst of summer.

THE CURRENT FINANCIAL PICTURE
Like many organizations, FLA has faced significant
financial challenges in the wake of the COVID-19
pandemic. From 2020 to 2023, we adapted by offering
virtual and hybrid attendance options, allowing our
members to learn and socialize remotely. However,
these virtual conferences proved to be more costly
than anticipated. Although the recent in-person
conference in Orlando was profitable, FLA still faces
pressing financial challenges. 

FLA membership has decreased over the last five
years. Many library systems are now prohibited from
paying for FLA organizational or individual
memberships, which has significantly impacted our
revenue. Furthermore, FLA is no longer eligible for
LSTA grants. Despite these challenges, the FLA Board
and Executive Director diligently review expenses
monthly and make every effort to reduce costs, but to
sustain and grow our organization, we urgently need
new revenue streams.

Despite these setbacks, we have several
accomplishments to highlight. We revised our
membership categories to make the cost more
affordable; we hosted a fun-filled and educational
2025 conference; and we achieved several advocacy
successes. Among them, FLA, with the help of our
lobbyist, protected full base funding for Public Library
State Aid, a 25% increase in funding for library
cooperatives, and lobbied against the Material
Harmful to Minors bill, which failed to pass.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
This "Christmas in July," you can be our Santa and
bring the gift of support to FLA in two wonderful ways:

Donate: A suggested minimum donation of $20,
which is roughly the price of a couple of hot
chocolates, can make a significant difference. Please
donate what you can. Imagine the warmth and joy
your contribution will bring to our library community!

Join: Personal (formerly called ‘Individual’)
Memberships are now 50% off through December,
making it easier than ever to become a part of our
community. If you are not already a member of FLA,
this is the perfect gift for yourself, friends, family,
colleagues, and the Florida Library Association! Join or
renew here.

Share: Share this flyer with your library director so
they can post it on a physical or electronic billboard,
share with library allies, etc.

Your support will help us continue to provide valuable
resources and opportunities for learning and
connection within the library community.

Thank you for considering our request. Together, we
can ensure the Florida Library Association remains a
vibrant and vital part of our professional community.

Wishing you a joyful "Christmas in July" and a
wonderful rest of your summer.

Warm regards, 

JENNIFER K. ABDELNOUR, CAE
FLA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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