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JENNIFER K. ABDELNOUR, CAE

Hello from (formerly snowy) Tallahassee. That's right, FLA Headquarters
received almost two inches of icy snow back in January! It's almost hard
to remember with summer temperatures already here.

LA’s first priority during
this month of wild weather
was transitioning our
database and website to
the Glue Up platform. It
was a challenging
experience that involved a

significant amount of training and time
by all FLA staff: myself, Courtney
Whitaker, our Membership,
Communications, and Events Assistant,
and Jeanice Caskey, our Conference
Planner. | want to thank them for their
patience and determination to work
through the (many) obstacles we
encountered.

Next up was FLA’s Library Legislative
Day. held in early March. Attendance at
both the Legislative Reception and day
of advocacy was up from 2024! Yes,
even in these especially challenging
times for libraries! Around 45 library
supporters, Florida legislators, and
legislative staff attended the reception
at the Historic Florida Capitol, and
nearly 40 advocates met with
legislators and aides to request their
support of FLA’s funding priorities and
to celebrate the inherent joy found in
Florida libraries. Our advocates
received positive feedback and good
questions from their legislators. As
always, thank you to all participants. A
special thank you to our Library Day
sponsor, OverDrive, and to our
lobbyists from GrayRobinson.
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In late March, we welcomed five FLA
members to the 2025-2026 FLA Board of
Directors. Congratulations to VP/President-
Elect Marina Morgan; Secretary Stephanie
Skaryd; Region 1 Director Oyuki Poletz;
Region 3 Director Sara Gonzalez; and
Region 4 Director Winona Patterson. We
appreciate your past and future service to
FLA and are excited to be working with you.

FLA will be awarding three worthy library
graduate students with scholarships of
$2,000 each. In addition, we will honor
esteemed libraries, library staff, and library
supporters with 15 awards. Congratulations
to all of our honorees.

FLA will soon issue the Call for Committee
Members. This is your chance to serve your
association, fellow members, and the larger
Florida library community. Not sure what
FLA committees do? Sit in on one or more
committee meetings during our conference
next month. There is no obligation to join,
just the opportunity to learn which one
piques your interest.

Which brings me to ...

Year-round conference planning culminates
in FLA's flagship event: our Annual
Conference in Orlando, May 13-16. You can
still buy tickets online through noon on May
6! Besides, do you really want to just hear
about all of the learning. fellowship, and fun
of this event from your colleagues? Be
there!

I look forward to seeing you at the FLA
Conference in May. Have a relaxing, yet
adventurous, summer. As always, thank you for
supporting Florida libraries!
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