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This article provides helpful resources 

for your Friends and valuable insight 

about legal and tax questions.  

Ever wonder what itôs like to be an exhibitor at a conference? 

Read how it feels to be on the other side of the table cloth from 

the viewpoint of a small vendor turned librarian.  

Learn how the Bloomingdale Regional 

Library helps people write their life story 

in a series of ten sessions that makes 

writing not only fun, but a profound  

experience for the participants.  

Find useful information and statistics about  

immigration in the state of Florida in this edition 

of Floridiana with a Twist.  
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http://www.flalib.org
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Learn how a teen author 

festival started with just a 

tweet and became a  

successful afternoon event 

with authors already  

anticipating next year!  

Create a fun coding camp 

at your library where  

attendees can learn about 

algorithms, design games, 

and write in binary code. 

Read how the Clearwater 

Library Public Library  

System created its first 

CoderDojo Winter Camp 

that not only taught  

students about coding, but 

began a lifelong love for 

their local library.  

Volunteer at the Florida Library  

Association Conference!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can help out with a variety of positions 

including: 

¶ Registration Desk 

¶ Room Monitor 

¶ Book Donations 

¶ Silent Auction Set-up and Cleanup 

¶ Presidentôs Reception 

¶ Photographer 

¶ Greeter  

 

Register to volunteer online: 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094aa

daf2fa5fb6-fla2017 

Read about the latest books from Chris Grabenstein, Cary  

Fagan, and Joel Christian Gill in this installment of  

Florida Reads.  

mailto:mariagfla@gmail.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094aadaf2fa5fb6-fla2017
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094aadaf2fa5fb6-fla2017
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Click on the image below  to see a personal message from the Florida Library  

Association President Elana Karshmer as she shares her enthusiasm for this year s 

conference with the theme of Essential 2 Education. Elana mentions not to miss all of 

the inventive programs at this year s conference and the opportunities to network, plus 

the always anticipated President s Reception with a fun theme of the 1980s.  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0By0JpRukOkjfXzhobTZWTlc0YVE/view


#FLACON2017 
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10 
Reasons You Should Attend the  

FLA Conference  

May 10 - 12, 2017  

1: Location 
The conference is centrally located at the Caribe Royale  

Orlando with everything on-site and luxury amenities. In  

addition to free parking, guests can enjoy in-room microwaves 

and refrigerators, fully equipped gym, outdoor pool and much 

more.  

2:Keynote Speaker:  

       Toni Tipton-Martin 
Get ready for a great start to the conference! This yearôs keynote 

speaker is Toni Tipton-Martin, award-winning food and nutrition 

journalist and community activist, and author of The Jemima 

Code: Two Centuries of African American Cookbooks.     

3: Networking 
This is your chance to meet professionals from all  

types of libraries throughout the state of Florida.   

 

4: Get Social 
Stay connected throughout the entire conference on  

social media. Post information about your favorite 

speakers or take a selfie with other library professionals. 

Use the conference hashtag, #FLACON2017, so  

everyone can see what a great time you are having  

at the Florida Library Association Conference! 

5: Show Your Alumni Pride  
Catch up with old classmates and former professors at the alumni receptions for Florida 

State University and University of South Florida on Wednesday night from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
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6: Break Out Sessions  
Attend sessions on a variety of topics related to public libraries, academic libraries, general audiences 

and Friends.  Breakout sessions are conveniently scheduled throughout the conference, so you can 

attend different sessions to get the most out of the conference.  

7: Donôt Miss: Lightning 
Rounds and Poster Sessions 
Learn something new with lightning rounds and poster sessions. As 

quick as they sound, lightning rounds offer fun and information in a  

fast-paced setting so everyone gets a chance to engage. 

8: This Yearôs Theme 
Florida Libraries are Essential 2 Education. This universal 

theme connects everyone to the conference!  

9: Exhibits  
Learn about exciting products and services in the exhibit hall. 

This year, you can get pampered too! Enjoy complimentary 

wellness services including chair massages, hand massages, 

aromatherapy and cosmetology provided by Aveda students.  

10: Have Fun!  
Where else in the state of Florida, can 

you see librarians tossing rings for bottles of wine, enjoying the 

Presidentôs Reception and bidding on incredible items in a silent 

auction to benefit future library science scholarships? The FLA 

Conference gives all attendees a chance to attend a great  

conference and create lasting memories.  
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2017 FLA Annual Conference Highlights: 

¶ Donôt miss the biography for keynote speaker Toni 

Tipton-Martin. 

¶ Learn about the Preconference: Advocacy Bootcamp 

with speakers James LaRue, director of ALA's Office 

for Intellectual Freedom and Marci Merola, director of 

ALAôs Office for Library Advocacy.  

 
Plan Your Day at the Conference 

 with the FLA Website 

Visit the Florida Library Association website, www.flalib.org, to learn about the outstanding speakers, 

breakout sessions and much more at this yearôs annual conference. Click on the 2017 Annual Conference 

Quick Links with the following information highlighted below. 

Schedule of Events: 

¶ See the list of events for each day of the conference 

from Tuesday, May 9 through Friday, May 12, 2017.  

¶ View breakout sessions to note which ones you are 

interested in attending and find out what authors are 

going to be at the author tables.  

2017 Performers & Entertainers Directory: 

¶ Donôt miss the extensive Performers' Showcase 

Online Directory! Find great performers and  

entertainers for summer reading, special events 

and much more.  

Conference Hotel: 

¶ The Caribe Royale now includes free Wifi in the 

meeting space. 

¶ Rooms include amenities such as a refrigerator and 

microwave plus the resort fee is waived for  

conference attendees.  

Call for Conference Volunteers: 

¶ See what opportunities to volunteer are available and 

sign up online. 

http://www.flalib.org
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Donôt miss out on all of the things you can do at the FLA Conference this year.  Use this checklist to keep track 
of everything:  

Pre-Conference Session: Advocacy Bootcamp (Included with your conference registration). 

 
 

Opening Session. 
 

 

Breakout sessions ï more than sixty professional development breakout sessions in topics such as advocacy & 

fundraising, career & personal development, information literacy, outreach and technology.  

 

Check out the exhibit hall with lots of vendors and enjoy brief complimentary wellness services. 

 
 

Alumni Receptions. 

 
President's Reception, Scholarship Silent Auction and Wine/Beer Toss. 

 
Poster Sessions. 

 

 

Lightning Rounds. 

 

 

Adult and Childrenôs Performer's Showcase. 

 

 

TechZone. 

 

 

Mystery Writerôs Breakfast (must register to attend). 

 
 

Friend's Day! Enjoy lunch with library Friends and Board Members. 

 

 

Closing session that includes lunch.  

 

Conference Extras! Yoga, after-hours social events, and donôt forget to purchase your conference t-shirt!  

 

 
Conference Checklist 



W 

Florida Libraries Page 9 

By Faye C. Roberts  
 

       here would we be without friendsðFriends of 

the Library? Not only do Friends groups raise  

money for equipment, programs and services  

unsupported by the libraryôs usual budget, they  

also promote the library and literacy throughout 

the community. Friends are a key voice telling the  

libraryôs story to elected officials and other  

decision makers.  

     Unfortunately, sometimes Friends groups  

struggle to carry out essential tasks of self-

governance. Those struggles weaken the  

organization and can reflect negatively on the  

library it supports. 

     While libraries depend on their Friends,  

sometimes those Friends need a helping hand. 

Most Florida Friends groups are all-volunteer  

organizations (AVOs) with no paid staff. When a 

job needs to be done, board members often step 

in to help with hands-on tasks. Itôs easy for the 

line between the boardôs governing role and the 

role of volunteer workers to become blurred. In 

other cases, workers may be willing to help with 

tasks, but lack information on the boardôs legal 

responsibilities. 

     This article addresses issues of board  

responsibility as well as legal requirements and 

tax questions that frequently puzzle Florida 

Friends groups and other AVOs. The article and 

the table that follows identify online resourcesð

including Florida-specific referencesðwith solid 

information for Friends groups. Of course this canôt 

substitute for professional advice, so be sure to 

consult a qualified attorney or CPA regarding  

specifics. 

 

Whatôs the board supposed to do? 

     When members wear different hats, such as 

those of board service and volunteering, itôs easy 

to become confused about roles. These links are 

useful for those who want to better understand the 

boardôs responsibilities. 

 

All Hands on Board: The Board of Directors in an 

All-Volunteer Organization, by Jan Masaoka, 

BoardSource (1999) 

http://www.impactfoundry.org/sites/main/files/file-

attachments/all_hands_on.pdf 

Friends groupsðas well as sports leagues,  

neighborhood associations, service clubs and  

volunteer fire departmentsðwill find value in this 

downloadable, 20-page booklet. In easy-to-read 

fashion, it explains the ten essential functions 

common to every groupôs governing body. 

 

Blue AvocadoðñBoards of All-Volunteer  

Organizationsò 

http://blueavocado.org/content/boards-all-

volunteer-organizations 

Help  

for Our  

Friends  

http://www.impactfoundry.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/all_hands_on.pdf
http://www.impactfoundry.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/all_hands_on.pdf
http://blueavocado.org/content/boards-all-volunteer-organizations
http://blueavocado.org/content/boards-all-volunteer-organizations
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This article describes the challenges faced by 

AVOs of all types and offers suggestions for  

tackling those challenges. Blue Avocado is a semi-

monthly newsletter of practical articles published 

by American Nonprofits. Subscriptions are free. 

 

BoardSourceðñFundamental Topics of Nonprofit 

Board Serviceò 

https://www.boardsource.org/eweb/DynamicPage.

aspx?webcode=BDSCommunityRsc 

     BoardSource is a well-known and highly credi-

ble source for information and training for nonprofit 

boards. Although many of its resources are availa-

ble only to members, this section of its website of-

fers free guides to basic issues of governance. 

 

When your Friends group is struggling 

ñIs There Hope for Auxiliaries?ò by Susan J. Ellis, 

Energize, Inc. 

https://www.energizeinc.com/art/there-hope-

auxiliaries 

     Friends groups, like auxiliaries and other 

groups that exist primarily to provide support for 

an institutionôs programs and services, can hit 

rough patches. Thereôs good news when groups 

use these suggestions to redefine their focus and 

clarify roles. 

 

Help from United for Libraries 

United for Libraries 

http://www.ala.org/united/friends 

      Of special note is United for Libraries, the arm 

of the American Library Association that reaches 

out to Friends groups, library foundations and  

trustees. This site provides free, downloadable  

articles about starting or revitalizing Friends 

groups for public, school and academic libraries. 

 

     Additional resources are available for paid 

members. Annual dues for Friends groups range 

from $50 to $125, depending on the groupôs size.  

Member-only resources include ñToolkitsò which 

are documents in PDF on topics such as selling 

books online, recruiting baby boomers, and  

incorporating and tax exempting procedures. Also 

available for members are links to webinars on  

advocacy and access to the full text of two  

publications, 101+ Great Ideas for Libraries and 

Friends and Even More Great Ideas for Libraries 

and Friends. 

 

Legal and tax basics for Florida Friends 

     Friends groups often have questions about  

legal requirements. While itôs always advisable to 

consult with an attorney or tax professional, the 

chart on pages 11 and 12 provides basic answers 

to frequently asked questions about legal and tax  

issues affecting Florida Friends. These questions 

include exemption from federal income tax as well 

as Florida-specific questions of incorporating and 

annual reporting, registering to ask for donations, 

and collecting and paying sales tax. 

 

https://boardsource.org/fundamental-topics-of-nonprofit-board-service/
https://boardsource.org/fundamental-topics-of-nonprofit-board-service/
https://www.energizeinc.com/art/there-hope-auxiliaries
https://www.energizeinc.com/art/there-hope-auxiliaries
http://www.ala.org/united/friends
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Legal and Tax Questions:  A Quick Guide for Florida Friends Groups  

     Not-for-profit charitable and educational groups like Friends of Library organizations do not automatically 

qualify for state or federal tax exemptions. Nonprofit status, conferred by the state where it is incorporated, 

makes an organization eligible for certain benefits within the stateðbenefits such as exemption from paying 

state sales tax or property tax.  

     Becoming a nonprofit organization at the state level does not automatically grant an organization  

exemption from federal income tax. The U.S. Internal Revenue Service must approve applications for income 

tax exemption.  

     To learn about state and federal requirements and how they apply to your organization, contact the  

appropriate agency and consult your legal and tax advisers. Links in this table were active at the time of  

publication of this article. 

If your  
organization 
needs toé 

Contact this agency And please noteé 

Register as a  
Corporation in 
Florida 

Florida Dept. of State, Division of  
Corporations 

Phone: 850-245-6056 

http://sunbiz.org/ 

Annual Report and registration fee required. 

  

  

Qualify as  
Exempt from 
federal  
income tax 

Internal Revenue Service  
Phone: 800-829-1040 

http://www.irs.gov/ 

IRS information for Charities and Non-
profits 

https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits 

¶ Apply for exemption. 

¶ File returns and reports as required 

  

Guidelines for remaining exempt:  

https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-
profits/how-to-stay-exempt-1 

Charitable organizations that meet the re-
quirements of Internal Revenue Code sec-
tion 501(c)(3) may be granted exemption 
from paying federal income tax. Charitable 
contributions to qualified 501(c)(3) organi-
zations by individuals and corporations may 
be tax deductible under Internal Revenue 
Code Section 170. 

  

Most tax-exempt organizations must file 
annual returns; more information at 

http://www.irs.gov/Charities-&-Non-
Profits/Exempt-Organizations-Required Fil-
ings 

  

Although political activity is limited, tax  
exempt organizations may engage in public 
advocacy thatôs not related to legislation or 
the election of candidates, and may engage 
in limited legislative advocacy. 

http://dos.myflorida.com/sunbiz/
https://www.irs.gov/
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/how-to-stay-exempt-1
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/how-to-stay-exempt-1
http://www.irs.gov/Charities-&-Non-Profits/Charitable-Organizations/Exemption-Requirements-Section-501(c)(3)-Organizations
http://www.irs.gov/Charities-&-Non-Profits/Charitable-Organizations/Exemption-Requirements-Section-501(c)(3)-Organizations
http://www.irs.gov/Charities-&-Non-Profits/Charitable-Organizations/Exemption-Requirements-Section-501(c)(3)-Organizations
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/exempt-organizations-required-filings
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/exempt-organizations-required-filings
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/exempt-organizations-required-filings
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LŦ ȅƻǳǊ  
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ 
ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻΧ 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ !ƴŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜΧ 

{ƻƭƛŎƛǘ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

CƭƻǊƛŘŀ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
/ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

tƘƻƴŜΥ улл-орн-фуон 

ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦуллƘŜƭǇƅŀΦŎƻƳκǎƻŎōǳǎΦƘǘƳƭ 

/ƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘ  
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ Ƴǳǎǘ  
ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ  
/ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦŜŜΦ 

/h[[9/¢ {ǘŀǘŜ 
{ŀƭŜǎ ¢ŀȄ 

  

  

CƭƻǊƛŘŀ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ wŜǾŜƴǳŜ 

/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ  
tƘƻƴŜΥ урл-пут-пмол 

ƘǧǇΥκκŘƻǊΦƳȅƅƻǊƛŘŀΦŎƻƳκŘƻǊκǘŀȄŜǎκǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻ
ƴΦƘǘƳƭ 

{ŜŜΥ  ά{ŀƭŜǎ ϧ ¦ǎŜ ¢ŀȄέ 

  

CƻǊ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ  
wŜǾŜƴǳŜ Ψǎ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊǎΥ 

ƘǧǇΥκκŘƻǊΦƳȅƅƻǊƛŘŀΦŎƻƳκŘƻǊκǘŀȄŜǎκǎŜǊǾƛŎŜŎŜ
ƴǘŜǊǎΦƘǘƳƭ 

  

!ǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǘŀȄΥ 

CƭƻǊƛŘŀ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ¢ŀȄ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ CƻǊƳ 5w-мΦ 

 ! ƴƻƴ-ǇǊƻŬǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǘŀȄ 
ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀȄ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇǘΦ 
ƻŦ wŜǾŜƴǳŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴΥ 

¶ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘǎ ōƻƻƪ ǎŀƭŜǎ 

¶ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ ŀ ǎǘƻǊŜ 

¶ ǊŜƴǘǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 

¶ ŜƴƎŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ 

CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ōƻƻƪ ǎŀƭŜǎύ 
ƘŜƭŘ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƻ ǝƳŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ мн-ƳƻƴǘƘ  
ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ  
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ wǳƭŜ мн!-мΦлот CƭƻǊƛŘŀ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝǾŜ 
/ƻŘŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǘŀȄΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛŦ 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ŀ мн-ƳƻƴǘƘ 
ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ǘŀȄ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘΦ 

t!¸ {ǘŀǘŜ {ŀƭŜǎ ¢ŀȄ 

  

  

CƭƻǊƛŘŀ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ wŜǾŜƴǳŜ 

/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ  
tƘƻƴŜΥ урл-пут-пмол 

ƘǧǇΥκκŘƻǊΦƳȅƅƻǊƛŘŀΦŎƻƳκŘƻǊκŜǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎκ 

{ŜŜΥ  {ŀƭŜǎ ϧ ¦ǎŜ ǘŀȄ 

  

CƻǊ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ  
wŜǾŜƴǳŜΩǎ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊǎΥ 

ƘǧǇΥκκŘƻǊΦƳȅƅƻǊƛŘŀΦŎƻƳκŘƻǊκǘŀȄŜǎκǎŜǊǾƛŎŜŎŜ
ƴǘŜǊǎΦƘǘƳƭ 

¢ƻ ōŜ ŜȄŜƳǇǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǘŀȄ ƻƴ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƛǘ 
ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎΣ ŀ ƴƻƴ-ǇǊƻŬǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ŀǇǇƭȅ 
ŦƻǊ ŜȄŜƳǇǝƻƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ /ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊϥǎ /ŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ 
9ȄŜƳǇǝƻƴ CƻǊƳ 5w-рΦ 

  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŜȄŜƳǇǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ 
ǎŀƭŜǎ ǘŀȄ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ  
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎΦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ ƭŀǿ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ  
ǎǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŀƭŜǎ 
ǘŀȄ ŜȄŜƳǇǝƻƴ ŎŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎ ƻƴ  
ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΥ 

  άtǳōƭƛŎ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ 
ƎƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ 
ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǎǳŎƘ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎΦέ ώCƭƻǊƛŘŀ {ǘŀǘǳǘŜǎ 
нмнΦлунмόоύϐ 

Faye C. Roberts is a freelance editor and a board member of Friends of Columbia County Public Library.  

A former library director and public library development consultant, she served as the  

Florida Library Associationôs Executive Director from 2008 to 2014. She may be reached by email 

at faye4467@gmail.com.  

http://www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Consumer-Services
http://floridarevenue.com/dor/taxes/registration.html
http://floridarevenue.com/dor/taxes/registration.html
http://floridarevenue.com/taxes/Pages/servicecenters.aspx
http://floridarevenue.com/taxes/Pages/servicecenters.aspx
http://floridarevenue.com/Forms_library/current/dr1.pdf
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=0&tid=1275373&type=1&file=12A-1.037.doc
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readFile.asp?sid=0&tid=1275373&type=1&file=12A-1.037.doc
http://floridarevenue.com/dor/eservices/
http://floridarevenue.com/taxes/Pages/servicecenters.aspx
http://floridarevenue.com/taxes/Pages/servicecenters.aspx
http://dor.myflorida.com/Forms_library/current/dr5.pdf
mailto:faye4467@gmail.com
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     he Life Story Writing program at Bloomingdale 

Regional Library has helped ordinary people write 

their life stories for more than ten years. This public 

library is one of twenty-seven located in Hillsborough 

County and is situated in the growing town of  

Valrico, a suburb east of Tampa.  The area is a mix 

of old Florida farming families, and an ever-

expanding population of new arrivals coming from all 

parts of the United States (U.S.) and the world. We 

have an overseas influence with nearby MacDill Air 

Force Base, which is central command for the  

Middle East and elsewhere. Also, the University of 

South Florida attracts many young, foreign students 

to this area.  Of course, Tampa has been home to a 

large Hispanic population for generations and many 

South Americans and people from the Caribbean 

islands also make this area their home.  Valrico can 

truly be described as a ñmelting potò community.  

With such a diverse population, the life writing  

program at Bloomingdale Regional Library offers a 

unique opportunity to learn and gain an appreciation 

of other cultures. 

     The ten-week Life Writing course is free because 

it is sponsored by the Friends of Bloomingdale  

Regional Library, permitting adults of all economic 

backgrounds to participate. Classes are offered both 

weekdays and Saturday afternoons. Participants 

must commit to attending all ten meetings in  

succession. We have found that if people drop in  

only occasionally, this does not allow trust to build, 

which is an essential requirement for participants to 

share their stories.  Each writer signs a pledge on 

the first day that they will keep what they hear in the 

class private and confidential and in ten years we 

have not heard of this promise being broken. 

     The course is based on a program developed 

nearly forty years ago by the late Dr. James Birren 

who was the founding dean of the University of 

Southern Californiaôs Davis School of Gerontology. 

Some instructors from our library have gone on to 

become certified as instructors by the Birren Center 

for Autobiographical Studies. Dr. Cheryl Svensson is 

now the director of the center and carries on Dr. 

Birrenôs amazing legacy. She has trained instructors 

throughout the world.  

Spence Autry (Instructor) with life writing group,  

Anna Mae Ducharme, Caroline Villa, Julia Delones,  

Vicki Magnuson, and Christa Jerome. 

Have You Ever 
Thought: ñI Should 
Write That Story 
Down?ò 

By Valerie Perry 
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     To inform people about the class, we display 

printed brochures in the library foyer and advertise in 

local newspapers, although we receive most of our 

attendees from word of mouth in the community.  

Library patrons sign up in a book to express their 

interest in taking the classes and a volunteer  

coordinator makes contact with each person.  This 

person checks that the potential student is able to 

attend the full ten weeks and understands the type of 

writing we will be teaching.  Early contact also gives 

us an opportunity to answer questions and give  

encouragement if needed. We define a life story as a 

true story taken from the writerôs life, written with the 

art and craft of literature.  At the end of the classes 

each writer will have at least nine new life stories 

plus an organized life story portfolio, which is a good 

foundation to continue their legacy. 

     Each week the students receive an hour of writing 

tips and suggestions of ways to enliven their stories. 

Next they break into small, pre-assigned groups of 

four to five people which are facilitated by trained 

volunteers. One large community room is used for 

the first hour and then we use one or two smaller 

break-out rooms for the small groups. The classes 

generally last between three to three and a half 

hours each week. Each class has two instructors  

and up to three trained facilitators. The class size is 

between twelve and fifteen participants.    

     The writing program consists of nine general 

themes.  The students leave with a new theme each 

week, such as ñfamilyò or ñhealthò, and they are 

asked to write a two-page, typewritten life story,  

double-spaced.  If they choose to write in longhand, 

then their story must take no more than five minutes 

to read aloud.  In the small groups, students receive 

feedback on their story from each other and from the 

facilitator. The group goal is not to critique but to help 

the writer communicate his/her story in simple,  

understandable language.  Areas in the story which 

might need further explanation for a future reader are 

also identified. For example, we might suggest  

clarification of why in the 1920s it would take the 

writerôs mother a whole day to do the family laundry 

or why we did not use our cell phone to make an 

emergency call. 

     People with all skill levels benefit from taking Life 

Story Writing instruction. We teach those who have 

no prior writing experience and also professional  

authors and news journalists. Many participants have 

had books published. Others are happy to have  

created a binder of life stories for their families. We 

say to a participant: ñIf you can write a letter to a 

friend who has asked you a question, for example, 

ówhatever happened when your Dad went away to 

war?ô and you are able to write back a response, 

then you will have no problem in the classes.ò We 

encourage people to keep their authentic voices in 

their writing because that is what families most wish 

to re-experience later when reading their loved onesô 

stories. 

     Through the written evaluations participants  

complete at the end of the ten weeks, we are always 

told they found writing their life stories to be  

therapeutic. Specifically, they learned a new  

appreciation for their lives, recognized their 

strengths, and received a new understanding of past 

issues. When the instructors assign participants to 

small groups, an effort is made to mix people by age, 

A recent graduating class of happy life writers. 
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ethnicity, and cultural backgrounds. This has helped 

people gain new insights into other peopleôs lives 

and challenges and many long-lasting friendships 

have formed. Younger adults, going through life  

transitions such as divorce, relocations, and new  

careers, find spending time each week reflecting on 

their lives helps to clarify their values and set new life 

goals. 

     At the end of the ten weeks, many people feel 

they have only just begun recording their lives. Nine 

years ago this issue led to the formation of the 

Bloomingdale Writers Connection (BWC), a library-

based network that encourages graduates of the 

classes to continue writing. Membership is free and 

supported by the Friends. A steering committee 

helps writers form into monthly writing groups.  They 

also send quarterly newsletters, mail monthly 

prompts, and invite local writing coaches to present 

talks. In 2013 we produced an anthology of life  

stories, I Have a Story to Tell é, which is carried on 

the Amazon website and also sold by the Blooming-

dale Friends. The book showcases stories from more 

than seventy of our writers. This past summer, one 

of our instructors was honored to be invited to give a 

presentation about the Bloomingdale Life Writing 

Program at the International Storytellersô Conference 

held at Mansfield College in Oxford, United Kingdom.  

This has inspired much interest in the program. 

     An estimated four hundred people have taken the 

Life Story Writing classes over the past ten years, 

providing a healthy network of life writers in the  

Valrico area and beyond. The Friends and the library 

both benefit from the goodwill generated by the  

program and from continual supply of appreciative 

volunteers. Additionally, interest is sparked in other 

programs offered at the library and book donations to 

the Friends used bookstore have increased. The 

writing program now draws people from St.  

Petersburg, Lakeland, Tampa and Sun City Center 

and supports the growing interest in Life Writing 

nationwide. 

Closing an afternoon event, a story circle, facilitated by 

instructor Carol Byrd in red top. 

     The Life Writing Program is co-sponsored by the 

Friends of Bloomingdale Regional Library and the 

Hillsborough County Public Library Cooperative. 

There is an excellent working relationship between 

the staff at the library and the volunteers who run the 

writing program.  All expenses are paid for by the 

Friends from funds gained mostly through a used 

bookstore on the premises. Many Life Writing  

participants have joined the Friendsô Executive 

Board. The Friends pay the instructors an  

honorarium for teaching the classes, but the year-

round coordinator of the program, the writing group 

facilitators, and the steering committee members are 

all volunteers. At the present time, five new  

instructors are being trained to present the class to 

allow for future expansion. 

     These classes definitely fulfill the mission of the 

Hillsborough County libraries by helping to provide a 

welcoming environment, promote lifelong learning, 

and both broaden horizons and enhance the quality 

of Hillsborough residentsô lives. 

Valerie Perry is the Friends Liaison for the  

Bloomingdale Life Story Writing Program, and  

Coordinator for the Bloomingdale Writers  

Connection. She is a certified instructor of the Birren 

Center for Autobiographical Studies and a native of 

England.  For more information about the program or 

for program training she can be reached 

at Lifewritersbloom@msn.com.  


