August 22, 2016
James L. Nation
Editor-in-Chief
Florida Entomologist
Dear Dr.  James L. Nation

I would like to submit an original research article for publication in Florida Entomologist, titled “Reproductive biology of Trichogramma pretiosum (Hymenoptera: Trichogrammatidade) fed transgenic maize pollen” (word count: 2.509; tables 2; figures 0; references 16). The paper was co-authored by Marcos Gino Fernandes e Thiago Alexandre Mota.  
The main contribution of our paper is the conclusion that pollen from transgenic Bt maize failed to compromise the efficacy of a parasitoid wasp. We believe that this contribution is theoretically and practically relevant because it contributes to the ongoing controversy regarding GM crops and has immediate applications for IPM strategies in maize, as well as in other crops.

Our research is of particular interest and use to entomologists, crop scientists, and parasitologists, who comprise the majority of your journal’s readers. Further, we believe that the findings match the aims and scope of your journal because our study involves a parasitoid wasp and investigates its efficacy in the IPM management of Lepidopteran pests in transgenic Bt crops. We also noticed that your journal has recently published certain papers with a focus similar to ours; examples are provided at the end of this letter. In addition, we have provided details of some of our recently published papers that we believe have made significant contributions to existing knowledge.
We’d like to recommend three researchers as potential referees. Their names, qualifications, and complete contact details are provided at the end of this letter. We believe that they can objectively review our research and contribute valuable suggestions regarding the paper. We have read and understood your journal’s policies on copyright, ethics, etc., and believe that neither the manuscript nor the study violates any of these. Finally, we agree with your journal’s charges for publication. 
Thank you for your consideration. We hope our manuscript is suitable for publication in your journal.

Sincerely,

Maria Freire de Sousa

Graduate Program in Entomology and Biodiversity Conservation, Federal University of Grande Dourados (UFGD),Highway Dourados / Itahum, Km 12 - Unit II | Mailbox: 364 | Cep: 79.804-970 E-mail:marialuz1920@hotmail.com Phone: 55 + (67) 99222-8252 

Recent papers published in this journal with a focus similar to ours:

Effects of Bt maize on the herbivore Spodoptera littoralis (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae) and the parasitoid Cotesia marginiventris (Hymenoptera: Braconidae) (April 2005). Eva Vojtech, Michael Meissle, Guy M. Poppy.
Impact assessment of Bt-maize on a month parasitoid, Cotesia marginiventris (Hymenoptera: Braconidae), via host exposure to purified Cry1Ab protein or Bt-plant (July 2007). Ricardo Ramirez-Romero, Julio S. Bernal, Josette Chaufaux, Laure Kaiser. 
Pollen from Cry1Ac/CpTI-transgenic cotton does not affect the pollinating beetle Haptoncus luteolus (March 2011). Lizhen Chen, Jinjie Cui, Weihua Ma, Changying Niu, Chaoliang Lei.

The influence of Bt-transgenic maize pollen on the bacterial diversity in the midgut of Apis mellifera ligustica (March 2013). Li-Li Geng , Hong-Juan Cui, Ping-Li Dai, Zhi-Hong Lang, Chang-Long Shu, Ting Zhou, Fu-Ping Song,Jie Zhang.
Testing dose-dependent effects of stacked Bt maize pollen on in vitro-reared honey bee larvae (March 2016). Karin Steijven , Ingolf Steffan-Dewenter , Stephan Härtel.

Possible referees: 
Eva Vojtech Affiliated with School of Biological Sciences, University of Southampton.
Lizhen Chen Affiliated with Hubei Insect Resources Utilization and Sustainable Pest Management Key Laboratory, College of Plant Science & Technology, Huazhong Agricultural University.

Ricardo Ramirez-Romero INRA, Laboratoire de Neurobiologie Comparée des Invertébrés, F 91440 Bures-sur-Yvette, France.
