Dear Editor,

On behalf of my co-authors, I am submitting the paper “Effectiveness of Botanical Pesticide, Azadirachtin against Tirathaba rufivena Walker” for possible publication in Florida Entomologist.  
Damage of areca caused by Tirathaba rufivena Walker has been severely in Hainan province, China. Presently, control of T. rufivena was still focused on chemical pesticides. The azadirachtin has a number of biological properties including repellency, feeding and oviposition deterrancy, growth disrupting activity, and low mammalian toxicity. Our research showed that azadirachtin have contact and stomach activities on T. rufivena, and Azadirachtin also affected the egg hatchability when applied directly to the eggs after 1, 2, or 3 days of deposition, retarded effect also observed with the survival of the neonate larvae that hatched from treated eggs. Through only 2nd instar larvae were treated with azadirachtin, the toxicities may last in all life stages from larvae to adults. Therefore, it can be concluded that, azadirachtin was effective in suppressing the population size of T. rufivena either directly through their acute toxic effects on the larvae or indirectly through their delayed effects on the development.

We certify that we have participated sufficiently in the work to take public responsibility for the appropriateness of the experimental design and method, and the collection, analysis, and interpretation of the data. We have reviewed the final version of the manuscript and approve it for publication. To the best of our knowledge and belief, this manuscript has not been published in whole or in part nor is it being considered for publication elsewhere.
Kind regards.

Your sincerely,
Baozhu Zhong
