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The Proconiini comprises 422 species distrib-
uted in the continental Americas, the highest
biodiversity is found in the Neotropical Region
(Wilson et al. 2009). Members of the tribe Proco-
niini have been identified as vectors of many dis-
eases caused by the bacteria 

 

Xylella fastidiosa

 

Wells et al. 1978, which occurs only in the xylem
of plants (Marucci et al. 2002).

Strains of 

 

X. fastidiosa

 

 cause diseases such as
“Pierce’s Disease” (PD) in grape (

 

Vitis vinífera

 

 L.),
“Phony Peach Disease” (PPD), “Coffee Leaf
Scorch” (CLS), “Oleander Leaf Scorch” (OLS), and
“Citrus Variegated Chlorosis” (CVC) among oth-
ers. These incurable maladies produce substan-
tial economic losses in a diverse variety of crops
(Hernandez-Martinez et al. 2006).

In South America the major threat is CVC
which has spread rapidly throughout Brazil
(Lopes 1996). 

 

X. fastidiosa

 

 is also present in
United States, México, Venezuela, Brazil, Para-
guay, Uruguay, Argentina (Redak et al. 2004), and
Costa Rica (Aguilar et al. 2005). However, CVC is
not yet reported from the USA although it has the
potential to threaten orange (

 

Citrus 

 

×

 

 sinensis

 

(L.) Osbeck) production in the Americas if a suit-
able vector is available (Damsteegt et al. 2006).

Diseases caused by 

 

X. fastidiosa

 

 have attained
great importance worldwide as insect vectors of
this pathogen have demonstrated an ability to
spread, as happened with 

 

Homalodisca vitripen-
nis

 

 (Germar), which invaded many islands in the
Pacific Ocean (Pilkington et al. 2005). Pathogen
acquisition and transmission by sharpshooters
occurs because these insects feed exclusively on
xylem fluids (Young 1968).

Despite this obvious importance, there are few
studies from South America that have identified
Proconiini species that can transmit 

 

X. fastidiosa

 

.
Moreover, there is no basic information on biology,
geographic distributions, phenology, natural ene-
mies or host plant associations for many South
American Proconiini species. To address this
shortcoming, work presented here provides new
distributional records for thirteen South Ameri-

can Proconiini sharpshooters that may be poten-
tial vectors of 

 

X. fastidiosa

 

.
The examined material is deposited in the

following entomological collections of Argen-
tina: Instituto Miguel Lillo (IMLA); Museo de
Ciencias Naturales de La Plata (MLP) and Mu-
seo Argentino de Ciencias Naturales ‘Bernar-
dino Rivadavia’ (MACN). Specific identification
and distributional data were compiled from
Young (1968), Marucci et al. (2002) and Wilson
et al. (2009).

 

Examined Material

 

 

 

Acrogonia citrina

 

 Marucci & Cavichioli, PAR-
AGUAY: Carumbé, III-1965, Golbach Leg., 1

 

�

 

,
1

 

�

 

, without information on host plant and col-
lecting method (IMLA). 

 

Acrogonia flavoscutellata

 

 (Signoret), ECUA-
DOR: Santo Domingo, IV-1958, Weyrauch Leg.,
1

 

�

 

, without information on host plant and col-
lecting method (IMLA). 

 

Dechacona missionum

 

 (Berg), URUGUAY: 1

 

�

 

,
without date, no information on host plant and
collecting method (MACN). 

 

Diestostemma huallagana

 

 Young, BOLIVIA:
1

 

�

 

 without date and locality (MACN).

 

Molomea consolida

 

 Schröder, ECUADOR: El
Puyo, IV-1958, 1

 

�

 

. PERÚ: Tingo María, 1

 

�

 

;
Chanchamayo, II-1939, 1

 

�

 

 (IMLA). BOLIVIA:
Santa Cruz, I-1958, Wygodzinsky Leg.; 1

 

�

 

(IMLA), 1

 

�

 

 (MACN), without information on host
plant and collecting method. 

 

Molomea personata

 

 (Signoret), PERÚ: Fundo
Génova, IV-2002, Logarzo-Varone Legs., 8

 

��

 

, on
papaw; V-2002, Logarzo Leg., 2

 

��

 

, on grasses,
by sweeping (IMLA).

 

Ochrostacta diadema

 

 (Burmeister), PARA-
GUAY: Itagua, I-1957, Montes Leg., 3

 

��

 

, with-
out information on host plant and collecting
method (MLP). 

 

Oncometopia rubescens

 

 Fowler, PERÚ: Fundo
Génova, IV-2002, Logarzo Leg., 14

 

��

 

, 16

 

��

 

, on
grasses and papaw; V-2002, Logarzo Leg., 16

 

��

 

,
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��

 

, by sweeping (IMLA). PARAGUAY:
Carumbé, San Pedro, I-1971, Golbach Leg., 1

 

�

 

,
without collecting method (IMLA).

 

Proconia fusca

 

 Melichar, BOLIVIA: 9

 

��

 

, 4

 

�
�

 

, without information on host plant and collect-
ing method (MACN).

 

Tapajosa doeringi

 

 (Berg), PERÚ: Cuzco, Ma-
chu Picchu, II-1952, Monrós Leg., 1

 

�

 

, without in-
formation on host plant and collecting method
(IMLA).

 

Tapajosa rubromarginata

 

 (Signoret), PARA-
GUAY: Caaguazú, XII-2000, Logarzo Leg., 1

 

�

 

, on
weeds (MLP). 

 

Tapajosa similis

 

 (Melichar), BRAZIL: I-1948,
Cuezzo Leg., 1

 

�

 

, without information on host
plant and collecting method (IMLA). 

 

Tretogonia callifera

 

 Melichar, PARAGUAY:
Carumbé, 3

 

��

 

, 2

 

��

 

; Caaguazú, I-1965, 2

 

��

 

,
3

 

��

 

, without information on host plant and col-
lecting method (IMLA). 

In Table 1, we summarize the species recorded
for Central and South America, the presence of 

 

X.
fastidiosa

 

 and the new distribution data for the
species listed here. Sharpshooters are known to
occur in 24 of the 37 Central and S. America coun-
tries. No data are available for some islands asso-
ciated with Central America and the Caribbean.
This lack of information about the Proconiini in

these countries is probably due to a deficiency in
surveys and collections and not because of the ab-
sence of representatives of these insects in those
territories.

 Most studies investigating the transmission of

 

Xylella

 

 have been conducted in the USA. In the
Neotropics, the majority of studies have been
made in Brazil (Redak et al. 2004). Some South
America countries, such as Perú, Bolivia, Colom-
bia, and Ecuador have more than 50 sharpshooter
species capable of vectoring 

 

X. fastidiosa

 

, but no
reference to occurrence of this bacterium in those
countries is available.

Most South American countries are at risk
from 

 

X. fastidiosa

 

 because the bacterium has a
wide host range and may be transported acci-
dently to new areas via infected plant species.
There are strong epidemiological relationships
between the presence of Proconiini sharpshooters
and incidence of the bacterium. Resulting dis-
eases can take months or years to develop signif-
icant symptoms, or infections may remain asymp-
tomatic and undetected while acting as reservoirs
from which continued bacterial transmission can
occur (Hopkins 1989).

We thank the museum curators who provided
access to the specimens used from their entomo-
logical collections.
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Argentina * * * * * * * 38
Bolivia * X X X * 58
Brazil * * * * * * * * * X * * 142
British Guiana * 18
Colombia * * * 65
Costa Rica * * 49
Ecuador X X * 68
El Salvador * 12
French Guiana * * 25
México * 80
Panama * * 30
Paraguay X * * X X X X * 24
Perú * * X X X * X * 95
Suriname * 14
Uruguay X * 8
Venezuela * * * 47

 

*Data from Young 1968, Takiya 2008, and Wilson et al. 2009. 
X—Present work.
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S

 

UMMARY

 

Xylella fastidiosa 

 

is endemic to the Ameri-
cas, it causes economically important diseases
in a variety of different crops, and is transmit-
ted by xylem-feeding sharpshooters. This paper
provides new geographic records for Proconiini
sharpshooters in South America which helps to
better understand their distribution. To de-
velop these new records, we examined material
from 3 of the main entomological collections
held in Argentina. As a result, 5 species are
cited for the first time from Paraguay; 4 for
Perú; 3 for Bolivia; 2 for Ecuador; and 1 each for
Uruguay and Brazil. Some of the species could
be vectors of 

 

X. fastidiosa

 

 because congeners of
the species studied here are known to transmit
this bacterium.

R

 

EFERENCES

 

 C

 

ITED

 

A

 

GUILAR

 

, E., V

 

ILLALOBOS

 

, W., M

 

OREIRA

 

, L., R

 

ODRIGUEZ

 

,
C. M., K

 

ITAJIMA

 

, E. W., 

 

AND

 

 R

 

IVERA

 

, C. 2005. First
report of 

 

Xylella fastidiosa 

 

infecting citrus in Costa
Rica. Plant Dis. 89: 687.

D

 

AMSTEEGT

 

, V. D., B

 

RLANSKY

 

, R. H., P

 

HILLIPS

 

, P. A.,

 

AND

 

 R

 

OY

 

, A. 2006. Transmission of 

 

Xylella fastid-
iosa

 

, causal agent of Citrus Variegated Chlorosis, by
the glassy-winged sharpshooter, 

 

Homalodisca coag-
ulata. Plant Dis. 90: 567-570.

HERNANDEZ-MARTINEZ, R., PINCKARD, T. R., COSTA, H.
S., COOKSEY, D. A., AND WONG, F. P. 2006. Discovery
and characterization of Xylella fastidiosa strains in
southern California causing mulberry leaf scorch.
Plant Dis. 90:1143-1149.

HOPKINS, D. L. 1989. Xylella fastidiosa: Xylem-limited
bacterial pathogen of plants. Annu. Rev. Phyto-
pathol. 27: 271-290.

LOPES, J. R. S. 1996. Mecanismo de transmissão de Xy-
lella fastidiosa por cigarrinhas. Laranja 17: 79-92.

MARUCCI, R. C., CAVICHIOLI, R. R., AND ZUCCHI, R. A.
2002. Espécies de cigarrinhas (Hemiptera, Cicadel-
lidae, Cicadellinae) em pomares de citros da região
de Bebedouro, SP, com descrição de uma nova es-
pécie de Acrogonia Stål. Rev. Brasileira Entomol. 46
(2): 149-164.

PILKINGTON, L. J., IRVIN, N. A., BOYD, E. A., HODDLE,
M. S., TRIAPITSYN, S. V., CAREY, B. G., JONES, W. A.,
AND MORGAN, D. J. W. 2005. Introduced parasitic
wasps could control glassy-winged sharpshooter.
California Agric. 59: 223-228.

REDAK, R., PURCELL, A., LOPES, J. R. S., BLUA, M., MI-
ZELL, R. F., AND ANDERSEN, P. C. 2004. The biology
of Xylem Fluid-Feeding Insect Vectors of Xylella fas-
tidiosa and their relation to disease epidemiology.
Ann. Rev. Entomol. 49: 243-270.

TAKIYA, D. 2008. Sharpshooter (Cicadellinae) database.
http://ctap.inhs.uiuc.edu/takiya/index.asp (accessed
online Feb 2011).

WELLS, J. M., RAJU, B. C., HUNG, H. Y., WEISBURG, W.
G., MANDELCO-PAUL, L., AND BRENNER, D. J. 1987.
Xylella fastidiosa: Gram-negative, xylem-limited,
fastidious plant bacteria related to Xanthomonas.
Intl. J. Syst. Bacteriol. 37: 136-143.

WILSON, M. R., TURNER, J. A., AND MCKAMEY, S. H.
2009. Sharpshooter Leafhoppers of the World (Hemi-
ptera: Cicadellidae: Cicadellinae). http://naturalhis-
tory.museumwales.ac.uk/Sharpshooters (accessed
online Feb 2011).

YOUNG, D. A. 1968. Taxonomic Study of the Cicadellinae
(Homoptera: Cicadellidae). Part 1. Proconiini. Bull.
United States Nat. Mus. 261: 1-287. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [864.000 1296.000]
>> setpagedevice


