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tognatha (Diplura) and Insecta as classes. Other areas in which the text deviates from
Borror et al. include the use of the order names Archeognatha and Blattodea instead
of Microcoryphia and Blattaria, lumping Homoptera in with Hemiptera, and splitting
Raphidioptera and Megaloptera from Neuroptera. 

One of the book’s few shortcomings is its failure to address the use of molecular
techniques in entomology. This is a topic that Romoser & Stoffolano dedicate an entire
chapter to in their 4th edition but which is not even given a paragraph in this text. Al-
though this is a topic that can be easily covered using supplemental material, such an
omission is surprising and unfortunate. 

In summary, Daly et al. have produced a text that uniquely meets the needs of an
introductory entomology course for entomology or other life science majors. Unlike
most other texts available, it provides the right amount of content in most areas with-
out overwhelming students with excessive terminology. It is pleasant to read and look
at, has useful color photographs, and is reasonably priced. Best of all it includes
enough taxonomy to be a truly useful identification tool in a laboratory setting and
complements perfectly field guides that may already be used. This combination of fea-
tures and benefits is impressive enough that I am now changing to a new course text.

John T. Zenger
Department of Entomology and
Nematology
University of Florida
Gainesville, Florida 32611-0620
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 (eds.). 1991. Sweet Potato Pest Management. A
Global Perspective. Westview Press, Boulder, CO. xv + 458 p. ISBN 81-204-0635-4.
hardback. $85.00.

This edited volume brings together contributions by some of the world’s foremost
experts on sweet potato pests. The contributors to this volume are mostly American,
but there is representation from Africa, Asia and South America, and the perspective
provided reflects much more than the North American view of sweet potato as a minor
or specialty vegetable crop. In this volume “pests” is considered to be insects and nem-
atodes. Plant diseases are considered only in the context of insect vectors; weeds, mol-
luscs, and rodents are not included.

Sweet potato is an important staple food for both humans and livestock in some
parts of the world, ranking as the seventh most important crop world-wide. In this
book, chapters are included on sweet potato in world nutrition and commerce, and the
pest constraints on production. The chapter by D. E. Horton and P. T. Ewell on the so-
cial science perspective to sweet potato pest management is especially informative,
though it perhaps should have been placed at the beginning rather than the end of the
book. 

Throughout the world, 

 

Cylas

 

 weevils are a limiting factor to production. This is
clearly reflected in the content of this book, in which 12 of the 23 chapters are devoted
to these weevils. Such topics as systematics, quarantine, biological control, plant re-
sistance, sampling, chemical ecology, and integrated control are treated in depth.
There is also useful information on the coevolution of weevils in relation to the plant
family Convolvulaceae, and the physiological and yield responses of sweet potato to
insect injury. Although three chapters are devoted to host plant resistance and the ef-
forts to develop useful levels of resistance, it is evident that the rate of progress has
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been disappointing. This is particularly important because in many countries of the
world this is the only feasible, economic solution to pest protection. The application of
pheromone and entomopathogenic nematode technology, though interesting, is not af-
fordable or available in most locations.

Other pests included in this book are another weevil, 

 

Euscepes postfasciatus

 

; wire-
worms, vine borers, disease vectors, nematodes, and some relatively minor North
American pests such as white grubs and cucumber beetles. This publication is clearly
the best source of information on insect pests of sweet potato, and is essential for any-
one working with sweetpotato weevil, 

 

Cylas formicarius

 

.
This book is well edited, and seemingly free of typographical errors. The figures,

including photographs, are clear. It is a rich source of references, which are arranged
by chapter. A useful and comprehensive index is included.

John L. Capinera
Department of Entomology and
Nematology
University of Florida
Gainesville, Florida, 32611
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. 1998. A Distributional Checklist of the Beetles
(Coleoptera) of Florida. Arthropods of Florida and Neighboring Land Areas 16: i-viii,
1-180. From: Florida State Collection of Arthropods, P.O. Box 147100, Gainesville, FL
32614-7100, $5.25 + $1.74 for post and packing ($2.32 abroad).

In this up-to-date checklist, the compilers state that they provide the scientific
names of 4,675 species of Coleoptera and 11 of Strepsiptera now known or thought to
occur in Florida. They note that the list is yet incomplete, and will grow as species
names are added. The British fauna, for comparison, includes just under 4,000 species
of Coleoptera and 15 of Strepsiptera in a larger land area (Pope 1975). 

The arrangement of the checklist is phylogenetic (so far as is possible) between the
levels of tribe and order, but alphabetical for names of genera within tribes and spe-
cies within genera. There is an alphabetical index of names of genera at the end of the
checklist. Following the listing of each family are given some references from the lit-
erature. After the name of each species is given its colloquial name, if one exists. Also
is given for each species its general distribution within the USA (and in other major
land areas where relevant), and its distribution by county within Florida (so far as
was known to the compilers). For a few of the species are given some comments on the
habitat and/or food of adults and/or larvae.

A note is made for those species known only from Florida, labelling them “en-
demic” (elsewhere called precinctive). Likewise, a note is made for those species be-
lieved to be adventive (the vogue expression for this word in the early 1990s in the
USA was “non-indigenous”). The two subcategories of adventive are immigrant
(meaning arrived by entirely natural means, or at least without deliberate help from
humans, and thus an undocumented arrival), and introduced (meaning introduced
deliberately by humans, and thus a documented arrival). One strepsipteran species
was introduced to Florida in the 1950s, for purposes of biological control, but may al-
ready have been present. Few coleopteran species have been introduced successfully,
but a couple of hundred are immigrant.

The value of this checklist is evident to anyone who works with the Florida insect
fauna. I, for one, wish there were similar checklists for all other orders of insects in


