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SCIENTIFIC NOTES

TECHNOMYRMEX ALBIPES, A NEW EXOTIC ANT
IN FLORIDA (HYMENOPTERA: FORMICIDAE)

MARK DEYRUP
Archbold Biological Station
P. O. Box 2057
Lake Placid, FL 33852

On 11 May 1990, at Florida International University (Miami), there was a meeting
on the changing landscape of south Florida, emphasizing the wholesale invasions of
exotic biota. It is appropriate that this meeting was discreetly attended by a new exotic
ant, Technomyrmex albipes (Fr. Smith) (Dolichoderinae), which visited the water foun-
tain in the lecture hall and scavenged doughnut crumbs outside during breaks in the
program. It seems likely that this species, camouflaged among similar-appearing Para-
trechina spp., is now established in south Florida. Judging by its habits and spread
elsewhere in tropical and subtropical areas, T. albipes could become an abundant species
in south Florida.

T. albipes (Fig. 1) is easily distinguished from other local dolichoderines by the
following structural characters: petiolar scale absent; propodeum angulate; propodeum
and mesonotum conspicuously granulate. It bears a superficial resemblance to species
of the formicine genus Paratrechina (but lacks robust setae), to the dolichoderines
Forelius pruinosus (Roger) (but is more granulate, with conspicuous yellow tarsi) and
Tapinoma sessile (Say) (but is more granulate with conspicuous erect setae and yellow
tarsi). In life, T. albipes strongly resembles species of Paratrechina, especially P.
bourbonica (Forel), another exotic species now widely distributed in south Florida. 7.
albipes shows more size variation than P. bourbonica. A column of ants that appear to
be small, non-shining, size-variable P. bourbonica may be suspected of being T'. albipes.

The oceurrence of 7. albipes in southern Florida will not come as a surprise to most
myrmecologists. As early as 1922, Wheeler noted that this species was rapidly achieving
pantropical distribution. In 1986 specimens were sent to Gainesville from an anonymous
site in Homestead (Dade Co.), followed by a report that the population had been eradi-
cated. On this basis, Holldobler & Wilson (1990) suggested that T. albipes, which is
established in California was possibly established in Florida.

It is hard to predict the pest potential of T'. albipes. In October, 1990, Dr. S. Koptur
(Florida International University) sent a series collected from a conspicuous indoor
infestation in south Miami. An anonymous reviewer of this paper reports that “a whole
residential neighborhood (indoors and outdoors)” in Fort Lauderdale has been infested
by T. albipes. This species appears to be strongly attracted to sweets, and might join
the ubiquitous Paratrechina longicornis (Latreille) as a nuisance around food and bev-
erages. In other parts of the world, T. albipes has a bad reputation for nurturing
sap-sucking Homoptera (Samways et al. 1983, Nechols & Seibert 1985). There are
numerous local native and exotic ants that visit honeydew-producing Homoptera, but
" my impression is that these ants with the possible exception of Camponotus ab-
dominalis floridanus (Buckley), are not very effective guards. The Argentine ant,
Iridomyrmex humilis (Mayr), involved in outbreaks of scale and mealybugs on citrus
in Africa (Samways et al. 1983), is widespread but highly localized in south Florida, and
the species is by no means the dominant ant that it is in many areas of the world. It is
quite possible that T. albipes will remain, like I. humilis and many other exotic ants
in Florida, a local phenomenon of no major economic importance. This seems to be the
status of T. albipes in Hawaii, where the entire ant fauna is exotic (Huddleston &



148 Florida Entomologist 74(1) March, 1991

Fig. 1. Technomyrmex albipes, worker. Length of insect 2.7 mm.

Fluker 1968). Specimens are in the Florida State Collection of Arthropods (Gainesville),
Harvard University Museum of Comparative Zoology (Cambridge), and the Archbold
Biological Station.

I thank Stefan Cover (Harvard University) and two anonymous reviewers for their
valuable comments on the manuscript.
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SUGARCANE LACE BUG LEPTODICTYA TABIDA,
AN INSECT PEST NEW TO FLORIDA

Davip G. HALL
Research Department
United States Sugar Corporation
Clewiston, Florida 33440

The sugarcane lace bug Leptodictya tabida (Herrich-Schaeffer) (Hemiptera: Tin-
gidae) was discovered for the first time in Florida on July 26, 1990. Damage to sugar-
cane, Saccharum spp hybrids, by this tingid and subsequently the insects themselves
were initially noticed at a field in Palm Beach County near Clewiston by G. Weinheimer
and W. Davidson, assistant geneticists at U. S. Sugar Corporation’s Research Depart-
ment. Specimens were identified as L. tabida by R. C. Froeschner (Smithsonian Institu-



