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In this issue of the Florida Journal of Educational Research, we present a collection of studies that
collectively highlight the importance of preparing educators, supporting students, and strengthening the
methodological foundations that guide educational decision-making. Across K—12 and higher education
contexts, the articles in this issue emphasize the critical role of research in informing practice and policy.

In “Preparedness and Perceptions: Examining Preservice Teachers’ Readiness to Educate English
Language Learners in Southwest Florida,” Ozfidan and Halpern examine preservice teachers’ perceptions
of their readiness to support English language learners (ELLs). Findings indicate that while participants
demonstrate positive dispositions toward culturally responsive teaching, they report uncertainty in
implementing effective instructional strategies and perceive limited institutional support. These results
point to the need for teacher education programs to expand training opportunities and strengthen support
systems. Extending the focus to higher education, Bradley’s “Faculty Knowledge, Attitudes, and
Willingness to Support Students With Mental Health Concerns at a Large Public University” explores
how faculty knowledge and attitudes relate to their willingness to support students experiencing mental
health challenges. While faculty generally report strong mental health literacy and positive attitudes,
findings suggest that translating these into sustained support may be more complex, underscoring the
importance of ongoing professional development and institutional structures that enable faculty to
effectively support student well-being.

A second group of articles highlights the growing role of data-informed and policy-relevant decision-
making in education. Okyere and Mohammed’s “Simulation-Enhanced Regression Analysis of
Attendance and Prior Achievement as Predictors of Student Academic Outcomes” demonstrates the
predictive value of attendance and prior performance using simulation-enhanced regression techniques.
Their findings support the use of behavioral and historical indicators to identify students at risk and
inform targeted interventions. Similarly, Seage et al.’s “Timing Matters: The Impact of Testing Windows
and Schedules on Student Performance on Standardized Assessments” examines how assessment timing
influences student outcomes, with results suggesting that earlier testing windows are associated with
modestly higher performance, particularly in mathematics. Together, these studies offer important
implications for instructional planning, assessment scheduling, and the use of data to inform decision-
making.

The final articles in this issue contribute to the methodological rigor of educational research, particularly
in measurement and analysis. In “Comparing the Robustness of PROX Estimation to Maximum
Likelihood Estimators With Fixed Item Parameters,” Raborn uses simulation methods to evaluate
estimation techniques within the Rasch model framework. Findings indicate that PROX estimation
performs comparably to more commonly used methods under typical conditions, while also identifying its
limitations in more extreme scenarios. Complementing this work, Huggins-Manley et al.’s “Fairness in
Quantitative Measures Used in Educational Effectiveness Research Studies” raises critical concerns about
the extent to which educational effectiveness research attends to fairness in measurement. Their analysis
reveals that the vast majority of studies fail to provide evidence of fair measurement across student
groups, calling into question the validity of widely used effectiveness claims and highlighting an urgent
need for greater attention to equity in research design and reporting.
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Taken all together, the studies remind us that effective practice depends not only on well-prepared
educators and supportive institutions, but also on the quality, fairness, and appropriate use of data that
inform our decisions. As always, the success of this issue reflects a collaborative effort. The editorial
team extends our sincere gratitude to the authors for their rigorous scholarship and commitment to
advancing educational research. We also thank our reviewers for their expertise and careful feedback, and
our editorial and copyediting teams for their dedication to ensuring clarity and quality throughout.

As this issue comes to a close, I’d like to thank Lodi Lipien and Deborah Christie for their dedication to
the co-managing editor positions for the past five years. Their positive attitudes, attention to detail, and
commitment to excellence have pushed the journal forward with each issue. We wish you the best of luck
in your new endeavors. We’d also like to extend a warm welcome to the new members of our editorial
team. With this issue, Yarui Chen and Michaelene Cox step into the co-managing editor roles, and
Christine Kassover joins the editorial team as a graduate student editor. The entire editorial team is
excited about the next chapter of FJER, and we look forward to the issues ahead!
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