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Overview

Watermelons are primarily produced by eight states on
over 100,000 acres each year (USDA-NASS 2022). Most of
the fruit (almost 80%) are cultivated in California, Florida,
Georgia, and Texas with Florida leading in domestic pro-
duction (USDA-ERS 2020a). In 2019, Florida’s watermelon
output accounted for 25.2% of total US production, 24.7%
of national watermelon acreage, and 29.6% of the overall
crop value in the United States (USDA-NASS 2021). The
value of Florida’s watermelon output accounted for 13.2% of
the state’s total vegetable production (USDA-NASS 2021).
In 2021, the value of watermelon produced in the United
States totaled $534 million, and production totaled 34.1
million hundredweight (cwt; 1 cwt equals to 100 pounds)
(USDA-NASS 2022). These values show declines from 2020
values, both in the value of watermelon produced and in
total production, by 7% and 1%, respectively (USDA-NASS
2022).

This publication provides information on both seeded
and seedless conventional watermelon acreage, volume,
and pricing for California, Florida, Georgia, and Texas
from 2010 through 2021. It is one of a series of EDIS
publications that illustrate trends in Florida’s five most
economically important specialty crops in 2020, excluding
citrus: tomatoes, bell peppers, watermelons, sweet corn,
and strawberries (FDACS, 2022). This information will be

useful to producers, Extension agents, and others interested
in trends concerning specialty crop commodities. The
publication provides information about specialty crop
market and production trends.

Figure 1.
Credits: UF/IFAS Extension file photo

Data and Methods

Data on acres harvested, price received, and production
value per acre for fresh-market watermelons are from

the United States Department of Agriculture National
Agricultural Statistics Services (USDA-NASS). These data
are averaged for the market year and allow us to show
trends in watermelon production and prices over time.
To assess marketable watermelon volume from each state
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on a year-to-year basis, we examine the truck shipment
(movement) data from the USDA Agricultural Marketing
Service (USDA-AMS). This data describes the volume of
watermelons transported domestically in 40,000-1b-capacity
refrigerated trucks over the interstate highway system,
from farms to distribution centers and destinations for
international shipments. It therefore does not include
watermelons transported in box trucks or by rail or other
means. It describes only those watermelons transported
by 40,000-1b-capacity refrigerated trucks and not the total
volume of watermelons produced.

We obtained aggregated yearly data for watermelons
(seeded and seedless combined) from 2010 to 2021 in the
top four producing states listed above. The figures below
compare historical trends in these states for the number of
acres of conventional watermelon harvested, price per cwt
(100 pounds), value of production per acre, and volume of
watermelon transported by 40,000-1b-capacity refrigerated
trucks.

Results

Over the past 12 years, Florida had the greatest average
acreage harvested with 22,616 acres per year. Texas ranked
second to Florida, on average, with 22,016 harvested acres
per year, followed by Georgia at 20,291 acres per year, and
California at 10,525 acres per year. Florida has led the
nation in acres of watermelon harvested since 2019 and had
a record harvest of over 26,400 acres in 2021 (Figure 2).

In 2020, harvested acres in Texas decreased due to disease
introduced by whiteflies (Adams, 2020). California averages
less than 15,000 fresh-market acres harvested between 2005
and 2015, with a record high of 12,700 acres harvested in
2010.
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Figure 2. Watermelon acres harvested, 2010 to 2021.
Credits: USDA-NASS
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For prices received by weight (Figure 3), Florida shows an
all-time high in the United States at $25 per cwt in 2013.
California and Texas, on the other hand, have highs of $21
and $18.50 per cwt, in 2019 and 2018, respectively. Peak
seasons can provide some explanation for why various
states receive different prices. Among the top producing
states, Florida is the only state that supplies watermelons
from December to April (Mossler and Fishel 2013),
allowing growers to take advantage of higher seasonal
prices. Georgia watermelons received high demands from
June to August (Coolong and Granberry 2017). Further,
market destinations can influence price received by states.
California’s watermelons are marketed in the western part
of the United States and in Canada (Baameur et al. 2009).
Georgia, on the other hand, markets most of its crops to
east Mississippi, the Midwest, the Northeast, and Canada
(Coolong and Granberry 2017). In 2018, Florida watermel-
ons were valued at almost $2 per cwt more than California,
while yields in both states were nearly same. In recent years,
particularly in 2020, the price per cwt in Florida increased
by two cents ($0.02), despite marketing and supply chain
disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic (USDA-
NASS 2021). In 2021, Florida saw an increase in price by
3% from 2020 (Figure 3).
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Figure 3. Average price per cwt producers received at the point of first
sale from 2010 to 2021.
Credits: USDA-NASS

Figure 4 shows the value of production per acre. Though
California-harvested acres are lowest among the top four
watermelon-producing states, their per-acre value of
production was higher than that of most states from 2010 to
2017. In 2018, their per-acre value of production dropped
substantially and remained lower than Florida’s until 2020.
Higher than typical prices observed in 2013 (Figure 3)
resulted in Florida grossing the highest per-acre value of
almost $8,000 in 2013 (Figure 4). For California, the value
of production per acre increased steadily between 2015 and



2017 from almost $8,000 to $11,000, outpacing Florida’s
increase. The value of production for Florida and Texas
followed a similar trend to prices received (Figure 3).
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Figure 4. Production value per acre, 2010 to 2021.
Credits: USDA-NASS

Watermelons are best shipped in refrigerated trucks. It

is recommended that shippers follow Louisiana State
University AgCenter’s watermelon storage and transporta-
tion directions (Malekian et al. 2015). Florida observed
yearly increases in the volume of watermelon shipped with
a high of over 1 million Ibs. in 2021 (Figure 5) Florida’s
2021 volume is more than 42%, 56%, and 67% higher than
volumes from Georgia, Texas, and California, respectively.
Additionally, favorable weather conditions allowed Florida
to compete with Georgia and Texas between 2018 and
2019 (USDA-ERS 2020b). On the other hand, California
and Texas saw decreases in volumes in 2019 and 2020,
respectively. The Texas Crop and Weather Report reported
fewer shipments from the Lower Grande Valley as a sig-
nificant contributor to Texas’s decreased shipment (Adam,
2020). After steady yearly volumes between 2013 and 2017,
California observed a 13% rise in their top five commodi-
ties, including watermelons, resulting in an increase in
truck movements in 2018 (USDA-AMS 2018). Although
in 2020 agricultural shipments were severely impacted by
COVID-109, Florida observed record volume shipped in
40,000-1b-capacity refrigerated trucks while other leading
producing states showed a decline.

Summary

We provide trends in watermelon acres, prices, production
value per acre, and shipments for Florida and other top
producing states. These data show that over the past 12
years, including 2021 despite recent supply chain interrup-
tions, Florida has been a leading watermelon producer.
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Figure 5. Watermelon volume shipped in 40,000-Ib-capacity
refrigerated trucks, 2010 to 2021.
Credits: USDA-AMS
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