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Florida's warm temperatures are very conducive

to beekeeping; however, the climate, ecotype, and flora

resources differ significantly between the three main
regionsin Florida: North Florida, Central Florida, and
South Florida. North Florida encompasses the
panhandle region, down through Alachua, Levy,
Putnam, and Flagler counties. Central Florida
includes Marion County down through Sarasota
County. South Florida encompasses the remaining
counties including the Keys.

Several factors influence the flora throughout the
state, including annual freezes, average temperature,
annual rainfall, and soil composition. Because of
these variations, plants that grow well in one region
may not grow well in another (Sanford 2003).

While many plants are acceptable pollen
producers, very few yield enough nectar to produce a
surplus honey crop. Those that do generally are
indigenous to Florida and may be in danger of being
lost to urbanization. As such, the third column on
each chart includes alist of nectar-bearing plants that
are present to some degree in each region and the
plants' respective bloom times. For more information
on Florida bee botany, including alist of major nectar
sources, please refer to: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/AA088

The following beekeeper management calendar
was created for beekeepersin Florida. It is specific to
region (north, central, south Florida), quarter (spring,
summer, fall, winter), and month. The calendar
includes recommendations for major management
considerations like when to treat for parasites or
pathogens, and the local florain bloom at that time.
This management calendar is NOT exhaustive. Itis
meant merely as areference or starting point for
honey bee colony management in Florida. It is
important that Florida beekeepers consult their local
Cooperative Extension office
http://solutionsforyourlife.ufl.edu/map/ or bee
inspector
http://www.doacs.state.fl.us/pi/plantinsp/apiary/
apiary.html should any specific management
guestions arise.
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