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Introduction
One of the major concerns in a goat operation 

is health, maintenance, and well-being of the goat 
herd. Some of the major impacts of not maintaining 
a healthy herd include higher operation costs, greater 
risks of disease outbreak to on-farm and off-farm 
animals, higher food safety risks, lower reproduction 
efficiency, and tarnished reputation. A sound approach 
to goat health is the maintenance of a year round 
preventive-based goat program. A preventive-based 
program involves addressing potential disease condi-
tions before they occur. It also involves a systemic 
approach to good management and nutrition. A year 
round program is recommended in order to manage 
and maintain conditions that may affect a herd. A dis-
ease condition is easier (and less costly) to prevent than 
to treat an existing condition.

A general systems strategy includes the following:

Other Animal Health Concerns:
•	 Selenium deficiency
•	 Parasites
•	 Nutrition
•	 Vitamin and other mineral deficiencies.

Factors that determine when other 
vaccinations can be given include the 

following:
•	 Geographic dependent
•	 History of disease agents in area, for example: 
contagious ecthyma. In the event of this, it is 
necessary to vaccinate all the animals and then 
only kids. Other diseases of importance are: 
paratuberculosis, foot and mouth, rinderpest, 
anthrax, blackleg, leptospirosis, and rabies (need 
specific).

Quality Assurance (QA)
Quality assurance is the activity of providing evi-

dence needed to establish quality in work, and that ac-
tivities that require good quality are being performed 
effectively. All plans or systematic actions necessary 
to provide enough confidence for products or services 
will satisfy the given requirements for quality.

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information, and other services only 
to individuals and institutions that function without discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national 
origin, political opinions, or affiliations. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Florida, IFAS, Florida A&M University Cooperative 
Extension Program, and Boards of County Commissioners Cooperating. Millie Ferrer-Chancy, Interim Director

Vaccination Protocol for  
Different Ages of Goats

Pregnant Vaccinate last month of pregnancy with 
clostridium C&D + tetanus.
Booster annually, last month of pregnancy, 
e.g., Bar-Vac CD/T, 2 ml sc.

Kids Vaccinate at 1 to 2 months of age if does 
were vaccinated during last month of preg-
nancy.
Booster 3 weeks later
Second booster 3-4 weeks later.

Bucks Vaccinate at same time when pregnant 
does are vaccinated.

Yearlings Booster all the yearlings at the anniversary 
date of previous vaccinations.

Archival copy: for current recommendations see http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu or your local extension office.
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Quality Assurance Measures Routine 
QA Measures Include the Following:

•	 Proper Site Selection
•	 Proper Facility Design
•	 Adequate ventilation and Quarantine
•	 Practice on-farm bio-security

•	 Traffic control
•	 Sanitation

•	 Purchase from reputable source
•	 Use sound de-worm program
•	 Handle animals carefully to minimize bruising
•	 Ensure injection site is free of manure and dirt
•	 Avoid chemical disinfectants
•	 Use needle size that will do the least damage
•	 Use site anterior to scapula
•	 Don’t contaminate bottles
•	 Change needles
•	 Maintain good farm records
•	 Follow label instructions and all guidelines 
to medication use and administration-if extra-
label, check with a veterinarian
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Archival copy: for current recommendations see http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu or your local extension office.
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