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Statice is a winter flower crop in Florida, grown 
in continuous plantings from September through 
Mother's Day. Culture typically is on plastic 
mulched, raised beds in open fields. Leaves are 
prostrate on or near the bed surface and white, 
yellow, or purple flowers are borne on 1-2 foot stalks 
arising from the plant center. Harvested flower stalks 
can be enjoyed both fresh and dried with a 
remarkable preservation of flower color.

Several arthropod species may damage this crop, 
but most losses are due to various armyworms that 
colonize early stages of crop. Flower thrips can 
become very numerous in the spring, but this crop 
possesses good tolerance to them during most of the 
season.

Table 1 presents the chemical control measures 
for use on commercial statice in Florida and includes 
microbial insecticides that may be considered 
components of biological control. Arthropod pests 
most likely to damage Statice are presented 
alphabetically as the following section headings:

Aphids

Armyworms (see also Caterpillars)

Caterpillars (see also Armyworms and Loopers)

Dipterous leafminers

Loopers (see also Caterpillars)

Shore flies

Twospotted spider mite

Thrips

Commercial products available for control of 
each listed arthropod are grouped alphabetically by 
common chemical name of the pesticide product's 
active ingredient (a.i.). Usually only one example of 
any particular formulation is given; however, 
additional examples may exist that are as effective as 
those mentioned. Notes taken from labels are 
provided to qualify some uses and precautionary 
signal words and re-entry intervals are given to aid in 
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the safe use of the pesticides. More detailed 
information about a pesticide product should be 
obtained from a current specimen label. Electronic 
versions of specimen labels are usually available at 
the CDMS (http://www.cdms.net/manuf/default.asp), 
and C&P Press (http://www.greenbook.net/) web 
sites or the affiliated manufacturer 

Many pesticides decompose (hydrolyze) in the 
spray tank when mixed with water above pH 7. 
Growers should be aware of their water's pH and 
when above 7, a buffering solution should be added to 
maintain pH in the 6.5 to 7 range.  

This summary is only a guide to facilitate users' 
selection of pesticides. Care has been given to 
provide accurate and up-to-date information, but it is 
possible that, through label changes, author error, 
etc., improper uses may be indicated. In all cases it is 
the applicator's responsibility to read and comply 
with the label that accompanies each pesticide 
container.  

As an additional precaution, keep the telephone 
number and address of the nearest county poison 
control center in a convenient location in case of an 
accidental poisoning. Also, keep clean copies of 
labels of all pesticides on the farm premises. In the 
event of a poisoning, the label of the pesticide 
involved should be taken to the poison control center 
or hospital.

Archival copy: for current recommendations see http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu or your local extension office.
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