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Introduction

Management of insect pests of peanut in Florida 
occasionally requires the use of insecticides. This 
publication was prepared to provide the user with a 
summary of available insecticide options for the 
major insects pests which may be encountered. For 
more information on peanut insect pests, see 
ENY403, Insect Management in Peanuts 
(http://EDIS.IFAS.UFL.EDU/IG062) and ENY668, 
Identification and Monitoring of Insect Pests in 
Peanut (http://EDIS.IFAS.UFL.EDU/IN176).

Treatment Thresholds

If the average number of foliage pests or the 
peg-pod-root feeding pests in a field exceeds the 
thresholds given below, then one of the chemical 
treatments listed on the following tables is usually 
justified.

Foliage Feeders (Fall armyworms, corn 
earworms, beet armyworms and loopers)

• Early Season: 3-4/foot of row (before the plants 
meet in the middle)

• Late Season: 5-6/foot of row (after plants have 
completely covered the middle)

Peg-Pod Feeders (Lesser cornstalk borer, 
southern corn rootworm and wireworms)

• Before Pegging: 10% of the plants with larvae

• After Pegging: 15% of the plants with larvae

Treatment for cutworms is usually justified if 
their feeding has resulted in 20% or more foliage loss.

Restrictions

Many of the pesticides listed on the following 
tables have additional restrictions on the maximum 
number of applications per season, the frequency of 
application or the maximum amount of the pesticide 
that may be applied on the crop per season. Before 
using any of the pesticides listed in the following 
tables, be sure to read and follow all instructions and 
precautions listed on the pesticide labels.

Archival copy: for current recommendations see http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu or your local extension office.
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