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Current solid and hazardous waste law is a maze
of statutes, regulations, and potential liabilities. This
handbook is designed to act as your guide and as a
first step in helping you recognize which agricultural
and household activities may involve solid and
hazardous wastes. It also provides an introduction to
the agencies and statutes that govern solid and
hazardous waste disposal.

Solid and hazardous waste law is evolving
rapidly as concern for the environment increases.
Because the specific goals of current environmental
statutes vary, the law as awhole can be very
confusing. Legal definitions are provided where
needed. Always check the glossary section for the
definition of terms because statutes and regulations
may define many words more broadly or narrowly
than you might expect. For example, the statutory
definition of solid waste includes solid materials as
well as semi-solids, liquids, and even gases. Any
word that is not defined or explained should be
understood as everyday language.

Because of overlapping, unclear, and
occasionally even contradictory waste management

rules, this area of law is often difficult for both
lawyers and laypersons to determine their exact rights
and responsibilities. Persistence in attempting to
understand the system is important, though, as
penalties or liabilities for failure to comply, in some
instances, may be quite substantial.

Thiswork should not be considered the final
word on any topic. Instead, use this handbook to
determine when you might need to seek more
information and as a brief directory of agencies
which can help answer specific questions. State and
federal agencies are the best sources for information.
These agencies can provide more information on a
topic, answer specific questions and often supply free
literature.
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This handbook is designed to provide an
accurate, current, and authoritative summary of the
principal Floridalaws that directly or indirectly relate
to agriculture. It should provide a basic overview of
the many rights and responsibilities farmers and
farmland owners have under Floridalaws. The reader
is provided information about these rights and
responsibilities and the appropriate contacts for more
detailed information. However, the reader should be
aware that because the laws, administrative rulings,
and court decisions on which this publication is based
are subject to constant revision, portions of this
publication could become outdated at any time. Many
details of cited laws are also left out due to space
limitations.

This handbook is distributed with the
understanding that the authors are not engaged in
rendering legal or other professional advice and the
information contained herein should not be regarded
or relied upon as a substitute for professional advice.
Itis not al-inclusive in providing information to
achieve compliance with laws and regulations
governing the practice of agriculture. For these
reasons, the use of these materials by any person
constitutes an agreement to hold harmless the
authors, UF/IFAS, the Agricultural Law Center, and
the University of Floridafor any liability claims,
damages, or expenses that may be incurred by any
person as aresult of reference to or reliance upon the
information contained in this publication.





