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From the Editor 

It is my honor to welcome you to the inaugural issue of the Duvall Journal of Family and 

Community Health. As the Evelyn Duvall Endowed Chair at the University of South 

Florida, I am proud to launch this open-access, peer-reviewed platform dedicated to 

advancing applied, interdisciplinary scholarship that strengthens families and 

communities. 

 

The journal was created to carry forward Dr. Evelyn Duvall’s legacy of scholarship that 

bridges research and practice, translating knowledge into action. Each annual issue will 

feature a special theme that highlights innovative approaches to some of the most 

pressing challenges facing families and communities today. Just as importantly, the 

journal is designed to be translational and actionable, integrating scholarship, practice, 

and lived experience. 

For our inaugural theme, we focus on the impact of substance misuse and addiction on 

families and community health. Few issues have such far-reaching consequences across 

generations, health systems, and social structures. The articles in this issue examine 

prevention strategies, community-based interventions, recovery supports, and policy 

analyses that point the way toward strength, resilience, and improved health outcomes. 

 

This first issue also introduces two features that will be staples of the journal. The POV 

(Point of View) section offers reflections from individuals with lived experience, 

grounding the scholarship in real-world narratives and ending with actionable 

recommendations for change. And, as a sign of the University of South Florida’s 

commitment to community health scholarship, we are honored to include a welcome 

message from Interim Regional Chancellor and Vice Provost for Academic Affairs and 

Student Success, Dr. Brett Kemker. 

 

The launch of a new journal is always a collective endeavor. I am deeply grateful to our 

editorial team, reviewers, and contributors, as well as to the USF community for its 

unwavering support. My hope is that the Duvall Journal of Family and Community 

Health becomes not just a repository of scholarship, but a meeting place for ideas, 

innovations, and collaborations that advance family and community well-being. 

 

I invite you to engage with the journal as a reader, author, reviewer, or partner. Share the 

work, cite it, and most of all, use it to inspire new ways of thinking and acting in the 

pursuit of healthier families and stronger communities. 

 

Dr. Dane Minnick 

Editor-in-Chief, Duvall Journal of Family and Community Health 
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